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A    D     DRESSES,  3 

REMONSTRANCES, 

AND 

P   E    T   I   T   I    O    N    S ; 

Commencing    the     24th    of    June,  1769, 

Prefented  to  the   KING  and  PARLIAMENT, 
I  from  the  Court  of  COMMON  COUNCIL, 

AND      THE 

LIVERY   in  Common   Hall   aflembled, 


WITH       HIS 


MAJESTY'S      ANSWERS: 

LIKEWISE 

The    SPEECH    to     the    KING, 

Made   by  the  late 

Mr.  Alderman   BECKFORD,  I 

When  Lord    Mayor  of  the  City  of  London. 


Printed  by   BJenry   Fen  wick,  Printer   to   the  Honourable 

City    of    London* 
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E    S    D    A    I    L    E,     Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holckn  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildba  I  of  the  City  of  London,  on  F  i- 
day, the  Twenty- feventh  Day  of  Mur.h,  1778. 

ORDERED.,  That  the  Address,  Remon- 
fcrances,  and  Petitions,  commencing  the  24th 
ot  June,  1769,  which  have  been  preiented  to 
the  Throne  from  this  Court,  and  the  Livery  in 
Common  Hall  afiembled,  with  his  JVlajeuy's 
Anfwers  thereto  ;  as  likewife  the  Speech  to  the 
Kino-,  made  bv  the  late  Mr.  Alderman  Beck- 
ford,  when  Lord  Mayor  :  And  alio  the  Peti- 
tion agreed  by  this  Court,  on  the  Third  of 
June,  1774;  to  be  preiented  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  againft  the  Quebec  Bill,  be  printed 
in  Octavo,  neatly  bound,  and  a  Copy  thereof 
fent  to  every  Member  of  this  Court. 

R  I  X. 


E  S  D  A  I  L  E,     Mayer. 

A  Common  Council,  holden  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  Guildhall,  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Friday,  the  10th  Day  of  April,   1778. 

ORDERED,  That  the  Engagement  to  be  en- 
tered   into    by    the    Representatives   of  this 

-  City  in  Parliament,  fettled  by  the  Livery, 
in  Common  Hall  alTembled,  on  the  10th  of 
March,  1773-,  the  Initruclions  to  the  Repre- 
fentatives,  agreed  to  in  Common  Hall,  on  the 
24th  of  June  following  ;  the  Letter  from  Fran- 
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cis  Maferes,  Efq-,  Agent  to  the  Protectant 
Settlers  in  the  Province  of  Quebec ;  and  the  An- 
fwer  of  the  Court  of  Common  Council  to  the 
faid  Mr.  Maferes,  in  the  Year  1775  ;  the  feve- 
ral  Refolutions  and  Petitions  from  the  faid 
Court  to  the  Houies  of  Commons  and  Lords, 
on  the  Bill  to  reflrain  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
of  the  Province  of  Maffachufets  Bay  ;  the  Let- 
ter from  the  General  Committee  of  the  Aflb- 
ciation,  for  the  City  and  County  of  New  York, 
read  in  Common  Council,  the  23d  of  June, 
1775  ;  the  Letter  from  Lord  Hertford,  with 
Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes's  Anfwer  to  him  as  Lord 
Mayor,  read  in  Common  Hall,  the  24th  of 
"June,  1775;  the  Refolutions  thereon,  and  the 
Addrefs  agreed  to  the  lame  Day,  but  not  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty  ;  and  the  Refolutions  on 
the  King's  Anfwer  to  the  Sheriffs,  agreed  to  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1775;  the  Letter  from  the 
Congrels  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  Addrefs  to 
the  Electors  of  Great  Britain,  agreed  to  in 
Common  Hall,  29th  September,  1775;  the 
Thanks  of  the  Common  Council,  and  the  Re- 
iblution  for  prefenting  Doctor  Price  with  his 
Freedom,  agreed  to  the  14th  of  March,  1776, 
and  Doctor  Price's  Anfwer  thereto  ;  be  printed 
and  neatly  bound  in  Octavo,  with  the  Ad- 
drefles,  Remonftrances,  and  Petitions,  already 
ordered  to  be  printed  at  the  laft  Common  Coun- 
cil ;  and  that  a  Copy  thereof  be  lent  to  every 
Member  of  this  Court. 

R  I  X. 
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Addresses,    Remonstrances,    and 

Petitions,   &c. 

I  TURNER,     Mayor. 

In  a  Meeting  or  AfTembly  of  the  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Liverymen  of  the  feveral  Com- 
panies of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common 
Hall  afTembled,  at  the  Guildhall  of  the  faid 
City,  on  Saturday,  the  Twenty-fourth  Day 
of  June,   1769. 

T%  /TR*  Michael  Love! produced  a  Petition  to  his 
XVJL  Majefty,  which  he  faid  he  had  prepared 
with  the  Affiftance  of  feveral  Liverymen,  a  Mo- 
tion was  then  made,  that  the  laid  Petition  be 
read,  the  fame  was  read  accordingly  ;  and  the 
Lord  Mayor  objecting  to  the  Title  of  the  Petition, 
being  called,  The  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Commonalty,  and  Livery  of  the  City  of  London,  an- 
other Petition  was  produced,  intituled,  The  hum- 
ble Petition  of  the  Livery  of  the  City  of  London^ 
in  Common  Hall  afTembled ;  which  was  then  read, 
and  upon  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  this  Pe- 
tition be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  the  fame  was 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  holding  up  of  Hands. 

A'  3  Tj 
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To  the  King's  mofi  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Livery  of  the  City 
of  London,  in  Common  Hall  afTembled. 

Aloft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects,, 
the  Livery  of  the  City  of  London,  with  all  the 
Humility  which  is  due  from  free  Subjects  to 
their  lawful  Sovereign,  but  with  all  the  Anxi- 
ety which  the  Senfe  of  the  prefent  Oppref- 
fioh's,  and  the  jufl  Dread  of  future  Mifcniefs 
produce  in  our  Minds,  beg  Leave  to  lay  before 
your  Majefty  fome  of  thole  intolerable  Grievances, 
which  your  People  have  fufTered  from  the  evil 
Conduct  of  thofe  who  have  been  entrufted  with 
the  Adminiftration  of  your  Majefty's  Govern- 
ment, and  from  the  fecret  unremitting  Influence 
of  the  word  of  Counfellors; 

We  mould  be  wantrner  in  our  Duty  to  vour 
Majefty,  as  well  as  to  curfelves  and  our  Pofterity,. 
fhould  we  forbear  to  reprefent  to  the  Throne  the 
defperate  Attempts  which  have  been,  and  are  too 
fuccefsfully  made,  to  deftroy  that  Conftitution, 
to  the  Spirit  of  which  we  owe  the  Relation  which 
fubfiiis  between  your  Majefty  and  the  Subjects  of 
thefe  Reajm^  and  to  fubvert  thofe  facred  Laws 
which  our  Anceftors  havefealed  with  their  Blood. 

Your  F/linifters,  from  corrupt  Principles,  and 
in  .  Violation    of  every  Duty,  have,  by  various 

enu- 
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enumerated  Means,  invaded  our  invaluable  and 
unalienable  Right  of  Trial  by  Jury. 

They  have,  with  Impunity,  iffued  General 
Warrants,  and  violently  feized  Perfons  and  pri- 
vate Papers. 

They  have  rendered  the  Laws  non-effective  to 
our  Security,  by  evading  the  Habeas  Corpus. 

They  have  caufed  Punifhments,  and  even  per- 
petual Imprifonment  to  be  inflicted  without  Trial, 
Conviction,  or  Sentence. 

They  have  brought  into  Difrepute  the  Civil 
Magiftracy,  by  the  Appointment  of  Perfons  who 
are,  in  many  Refpects,  unqualified  for  that  im- 
portant Truft,  and  have  thereby  purpofely  fur- 
nifhed  a  Pretence  for  calling;  in  the  Aid  of  a  mili- 
tary  Power. 

They  avow  and  endeavour  to  eftablifh  a 
Maxim,  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  our  Confti- 
tution  j  "  That  an  Occafion  for  effectually  em- 
ploying a  military  Force,  always  prefents  itfelf, 
when  the  Civil  Power  is  trifled  with  or  intuited." 
And  by  a  fatal  and  falfe  Application  of  this 
Maxim,  they  have  wantonly  and  wickedly  facri- 
ficed  the  Lives  of  many  of  your  Majefty's  inno- 
cent Subjects,  and  have  proftituted  your  Majefty's 

A  4  facred 
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facred  Name  and  Authority,  to  juftifyj  applaud, 
and  recommend  their  own  illegal  and  bloody 
Actions, 

They  have  fcreencd  more  than  one  Murderer 
from  Puniihment,  and  in  its  Place  have  unnatu- 
rally iubiiituted  Reward. 

They  have  eftablifhcd  numberlefs  unconfUtia- 
tional  Regulations  and  Taxations  in  our  Colo- 
nies; they  have  caufed  a  Revenue  to  be  railed  in 
feme  of  them  by  Prerogative  •,  they  have  appoint- 
ed Civil  Law  Judges  to  try  Revenue  Caufcs,  and 
to  be  paid  from  out  of  the  Condemnation 
Money. 

After  having  in  halted  and  defeated  the  Law  on 
different  Occafions,  and  by  different  Contrivan- 
ces, both  at  Home  and  Abroad,  they  have  at 
length  compleated  their  Defign,  by  violently 
wrcfting  from  the  People  the  lait  facred  Right  we 
had  left,  the  Right  of  Election,  by  the  unprece- 
dented (eating  of  a  Candidate,  notorioufly  fet  up 
and  chofen  only  by  themfelves  ;  they  have  thereby 
taken  from  your  Subjects  all  Hopes  of  parliamen- 
tary Redrefs,  and  have  left  us  no  Refource,  under 
GOD,  but  in  your  Majefty. 

All  this  they  have  been  able  to  effect  by  Cor- 
ruption ;    by   a   fcandalous    Mifapplication  and 

Em- 
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Embezzlement  of  the  public  Treafure,  and  a 
fhameful  Proflitution  of  public  Honours  and  Em- 
ployments -,  procuring  Deficiencies  of  the  Civil 
Lift  to  be  made  irood  without  Examination,  and 
initead  of  punifhing,  conferring  Honours  on  a 
Pay-mafter,  the  public  Defaulter  of  unaccounted 
Millions. 

From  an  unfeigned  Senfe  of  the  Duty  we  owe 
to  your  Majelty,  and  to  our  Countrv,  we  have 
ventured  thus  humbly  to  lay  before  the  Throne 
thefe  great  and  important  Truths,  which  it  has 
been  the  Bufinefs  of  your  Miniilers  to  conceal. 
"We  moil  earnefliy  befecch  your  Majefty  to  grant 
us  Redrefs  :  It  is  for  the  Purpofe  of  Redrefs  alone, 
and  for  fuch  Occaiions  as  the  prefent,  that  thole 
great  and  extenfive  Powers  are  entrufced  to  the 
Crown,  by  the  Wifdom  of  that  Conftitution, 
which  your  Majelty *s  illuftriousFamily  was  chofen 
to  defend,  and  which,  we  trull  in  GOD,  it  will 
for  ever  continue  to  fupporr. 


BECK- 
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BECKFORD,     Mayor. 

In  a  Meeting  or  Aflembly  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Liverymen,  of  the  feverai 
Companies  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
mon Hall  afiembled,  at  the  Guildhall  of  the 
faid  City,  on  Tuefdaj,  the  Sixth  Day  of 
March,   1770. 

An  Addrefs,  Remonftrance,  and  Petition  to  the 
King,  being  produced,  a  Motion  was  made 
that  the  fame  be  read,  and  the  Queftion  being 
put  by  Mr.  Common  Serjeant,  it  was  refolved 
in  the  Affirmative,  whereupon  the  fame  was 
read  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

To  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majejly. 

The  humble  Addrefs, Remonftrance,  and  Petition, 
of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery  of 
the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Hall  afiembled. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majejly, 
WE    have   already  in  our  Petition  dutifully 
reprefented    to   your    Majefty,    the    chief    In- 
juries  we    have   fuftained.      We    are   unwilling 

to  believe  that  your  Majefty  can  flight  the  Defires 
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of  your  People,  or  be  regardlefs  of  their  Affection,, 
and  deaf  to  their  Complaints.  Yet  their  Com- 
plaints remain  unanfwered  ;  their  Injuries  are 
confirmed  •,  and  the  only  Judge  removeable  at  the 
Pleafure  of  the  Crown,  has  been  difmiffed  from 
his  high  Office,  for  defending  in  Parliament,  the 
Law  and  the  Conftitution. 

We,  therefore,  venture  once  more  to  addrefs 
ourfclves  to  your  Majefty,  as  to  the  Father  of 
your  People  •,  as  to  him  who  mufl  be  both  able 
and  willing  to  redrefs  our  Grievances  ;  and  we 
repeat  our  Application  with  the  greater  Propriety y 
becaufe  we  fee  the  Inftruments  of  our  Wrongs, 
who  have  carried  into  Execution  the  Meafures  of 
which  we  complain,  more  particularly  diftin- 
guifhed  by  your  Majefty's  royal  Bounty  and 
Favour. 

Under  the  fame  fecret  and  malign  Influence, 
which  through  each  fucceflive  Adminiftration 
has  defeated  every  good,  and  fuggefted  every 
bad  Intention,  the  Majority  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  have  deprived  your  People  of  their 
dearefl  Rights. 

They  have  done  a  Deed  more  ruinous  in  its 
Confequences  than  the  levying  of  Ship  Money 
by  Charles  the  Firft ;  or  the  difpenfing  Power 
afiumed  by  James  the  Second.  A  Deed,  which 
muft  vitiate  all   the  future  Proceedings   of  this 

Parliament^ 
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Parliament,  for  the  Acts  of  the  Legiflatnre  itfelf 
can  no  more  be  valid  without  a  legal  Houfe  of 
Commons,  than  without  a  legal  Prince  upon  the 
Throne. 

Reprefentatives  of  the  People  are  effential  to 
the  making  of  Laws,  and  there  is  a  lime  when  it 
is  morally  demon  ft  rable,  that  Men  ceafe  to  be 
Reprefentatives  •,  that  Time  is  now  arrived  : 
The  prefent  Houfe  of  Commons  do  not  repre- 
fent  the  People. 

We  owe  to  your  Majefty,  an  Obedience  under 
the  Reftriciions  of  the  Laws  for  the  calling  and 
duration  of  Parliaments ;  and  your  Majefty 
owes  to  us,  that  ourReprefentation,  free  from  the 
Force  of  Arms  or  Corruption, fhould  be  preferved 
to  us  in  Parliament.  It  was  for  this  we  fuccefs- 
fully  ftruggled  under  James  the  Second  •,  for  this 
we  feated,  and  have  faithfully  fupported  your 
Majefty's  Family  on  the  Throne :  The  People 
have  been  invariably  uniform .  in  their  Object, 
though  the  different  Mode  of  Attack  has  called 
for  a  different  Defence. 

Under  James  the  Second,  they  complained  that 
the  Sitting  of  Parliament  was  interrupted,  becaufe 
it  was  not  corruptly  fubfervient  to  his  Defigns : 
"We  complain  now,  that  the  Sitting  of  this  Par- 
liament is  not  interrupted,  becaufe  it  is  corrupted- 
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ly  fubferyient  to  the  Defigns  of  your  Majefty's 
Minifters.  Had  the  Parliament,  under  James  the 
Second,  been  as  fubmifiive  to  his  Commands,  as 
the  Parliament  is  at  this  Day  to  the  Dictates  of  a 
Minifter  •,  inftead  of  Clamours  for  its  Meeting, 
the  Nation  would  have  rung,  as  now,  with  Out- 
cries for  its  Difiblution. 

The  Forms  of  the  Conftitution,  like  thofe  of 
Religion,  were  not  eftabliihed  for  the  Form's 
fake,  but  for  the  Subftance-,  and  we  call  GOD  and 
Men  to  witnefs,  that  as  we  do  not  owe  our  Li- 
berty to  thofe  nice  and  fubtle  Diftinctions,  which 
Places  and  Pen  (ions,  and  lucrative  Employments 
have  invented  ;  lb  neither  will  we  be  deprived  of 
it  by  them  •,  but  as  it  was  gained  by  the  ftern  Vir- 
tue of  our  Anceftors,  by  the  Virtue  of  their  De- 
fendants it  mall  bepreferved. 

Since,  therefore,  the  Mifdeeds  of  your  Majes- 
ty's Minifters,  in  violating  the  Freedom  of  Elec- 
tion, and  depraving  the  noble  Conftitiuion  of 
Parliaments,  are  notorious,  as  well  as  fubverfive 
of  the  fundamental  Laws  and  Liberties  of  this 
Realm  •,  and  fince  your  Majefty,  both  in  Ho- 
nour and  Juftice,  is  obliged  inviolably  to  pre- 
fer ve  them,  according  to  the  Oath  made  to  GOD 
and  your  Subjects  at  your  Coronation  :  We  your 
Majefty's  Remonft rants  allure  ourfelves,  that  your 
Majefty  will  reftore  the  conftitution al  Govern- 
ment and  Quiet  of  your  People,  by  difiblving 

this 
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this  Parliament,  and  removing  thofe  evil  Mini- 
ilers  for  ever  from  your  Councils. 

His  Majefty's  An/wer,  delivered  the  14th  of  March, 

1770. 

I  mall  always  be  ready  to  receive  the  Requefts, 
and  to  liften  to  the  Complaints  of  my  Subjects  % 
but  it  gives  me  great  Concern,  to  find  that  any 
©f  them  fhoulcl  have  been  fo  far  milled  as  to  offer 
me  an  Addrefs  and  Remon  (trance,  the  Contents 
-of  which  I  cannot  but  confider  as  difrefpectful  to 
me,  injurious  to  my  Parliament,  and  irreconcile- 
able  to  the  Principles  of  the  Conftitution. 

I  have  ever  made  the  Law  of  the  Land  the 
Rule  of  my  Conduct,  efteeming  it  my  chief 
Glory  to  reign  over  a  free  People  :  With  this  , 
View,  I  have  always  been  careful,  as  well  to  exe- 
cute faithfully  the  Trufl  repofed  in  me,  as  to 
avoid  even  the  Appearance  of  invading  any  of 
thofe  Powers  which  the  Conftitution  has  placed  in 
other  Hands.  It  is  only  by  perfevering  in  fuch 
a  Conduct,  that  I  can  either  difcharge  my  own 
Duty,  or  fecu re  to  my  Subjects  the  free  Enjoy- 
ment of  thofe  Rights  which  my  Family  were 
-called  to  defend,  and,  while  I  act  upon  thefe 
Principles,  I  fhall  have  a  Right  to  expect,  and  I 
am  confident  I  (hall  continue  to  receive,  the  fteady 
and  affectionate  Support  of  my  People, 

BECK- 
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BECKFORD,     Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Monday ,  the   14th  Day  of  May,   1770. 

A  Motion  was  made  and  Queftion  put,  that  an 
humble  Addrefs,  Remonstrance,  and  Petition, 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  touching  the 
violated  Right  of  Election,  and  the  Applica- 
tions of  the  Livery  of  London,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Anfwer  thereupon,  the  fame  was  re- 
folved  in  the  Affirmative ;  which  Addrefs,  Re- 
monftrance,  and  Petition,  follows  in  thefe 
Words  : 

To  the  King's  mofl  Excellent   Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs,  Remonftrance,  and  Pe- 
tition, of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commons  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common 
Council  affembled. 

May  it  pie afe your  Majefty, 

WHEN  your  Majefty's  moft  faithful  Sub- 
jects, the  Citizens  of  London,  whole  Loyalty  and 
Affection  has   been   fo  often  and  fo  effectually 

proved 
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proved  and  experienced  by  the  illuftrious  Houfe 
of  Brunfwickj  are  labouring  under  the  Weight 
of  that  Dilpleafure,  which  your  Majefty  has 
been  advifed  to  lay  upon  them,  in  the  Aniwer 
given  from  the  Throne  to  their  late  humble  Ap- 
plication, we  feel  ourfelves  constrained  with 
all  Humility  to  approach  the  Royal  Father  of  his 
People. 

Confcious,  Sire,  of  the  purefl  Sentiments  of 
Veneration  which  they  entertain  for  your  Majefty's 
Ferfon,  we  are  deeply  concerned  that  what  the 
Law  allows,  and  the  Constitution  teaches, 
hath  been  mifconftrucd  into  DifrefpecT:  to  your 
Majefty,  by  the  Iniiruments  of  that  Influence 
which  makes  the  Realm. 

Perplexed  and  aftoniihed  as  we  are,  by  the 
awful  Sentence  of  Ceniure,  lately  paged  upon 
the  Citizens  of  London,  in  your  Majefty's  An- 
iwer from  the  Throne,  we  cannot,  without  fur- 
rendering  all  that  is  dear  to  Englifimen,  forbear 
moil  humbly  to  fupplicate,  that  your  Majefty  will 
deio-n  to  grant  a  more  favourable  Interpretation 
to  this  dutiful,  though  perfevering  Claim  to 
our  invaded  Birth-rights  •,  nothing  doubting,  that 
the  Benignity  of  your  Majefty's  Nature,  will  to 
our  unfpeakable  Comfort,  at  length  break 
through  all  the  fecret  and  vifible  Machinati- 
ons, to  which  the  City  of  London  owes  its  late 

fevere 
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fevere  Repulfe,  and  that  your  kingly  Juftice 
and  fatherly  Tendernefs,  will  difclaim  the  ma- 
lignant and  pernicious  Advice  which  fuggefted 
the  Anfwer  we  deplore ;  an  Advice  of  moft  dan- 
gerous Tendency,  in  as  much,  as  thereby  the 
Exercife  of  the  cleared  Rights  of  the  Subject, 
namely,  to  petition  the  King  for  Redrefs  of 
Grievances,  to  complain  of  the  Violation  of  the 
Freedom  of  Election,  and  to  pray  DirTolution  of 
Parliament,  to  point  out  Mal-practices  in  Admi- 
niftration,  and  to  urge  the  Removal  of  evil  Mi- 
nifters,  hath  by  the  Generality  of  one  compen- 
dious Word  been  indifcriminately  checked  with 
Reprimand-,  and  your  Majefty's  afflicted  Citi- 
zens of  London,  have  heard  from  the  Throne  it- 
felf,  that  the  Contents  of  their  humble  Ad- 
drefs,  Remonftrance,  and  Petition,  laying  their 
Complaints  and  Injuries  at  the  Feet  of  their 
Sovereign,  cannot  be  but  confidered  by  your 
Majefty,  as  difrefpedtful  to  yourfelf,  injurious  to 
your  Parliament,  and  irreconcileable  to  the  Prin* 
ciples  of  the  Conftitution. 

Your  Majefty  cannot  difapprove  that  we  here 
afTert  the  cleared  Principles  of  the  Conftitution, 
againft  the  infidious  Attempt  of  evil  Counfellors, 
to  perplex,  confound,  and  make  them.  We 
are  determined  to  abide  by  thofe  Rights  and 
Liberties,  which  our  Forefathers  bravely  vindi- 
cated at  the    ever  memorable-  Revolution,  and 
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which  their  Sons  will  always  refolutely  defend- : 
We  therefore  now  renew,  at  the  Foot  of  the 
Throne,  our  Claim  to  the  indifpenfible  Right  of 
the  Subject,  a  full,  free,  and  unmutilated  Parlia- 
ment, legally  chofen  in  all  its  Members  :  A 
Right,  which  this  Houfe  of  Commons  have  rna- 
nifeffly  violated,  depriving,  at  their  Will  and 
rieafure,  the  County  o£  Middle f ex,  of  one  of  its 
legal  Representatives,  and  arbitrarily  nominating, 
as  a  Knight  of  the  Shire,  a  Perfon  not  elected  by 
a  Majority  of  the  Freeholders.  As  the  only 
Conflitutional  Means  of  Reparation  now  left  for 
the  injured  Electors  of  Great  Britain,  we  implore, 
with  mod  urgent  Supplication,  the  DhTolution  of 
this  prefent  Parliament,,  the  Removal  of  evil 
Miniflers,  and  the  total  Extinction  of  that  fatal 
influence,  which  has  caufed,  fuch  a  national 
Difcontent.  In  the  mean  Time,,  Sire,  we  offer 
our  conftant  Prayers  to  Heaven,,  that  your  Ma- 
jelly  may  reign,  as  Kings  can  only  reign,  in 
and  by  the  Hearts  of  a  loyal,  dutiful,  and  free 
People. 

His  Majeftys  Anfzver,  delivered  the  23d  May,  1 770- 

I  mould  have  been  wanting  to  the  Public,  as 
well  as  to  myfelfj  if  I  had  not  exprefled  my  Dif- 

fatisfaction  at  the  late  Addrefs.. 

4 

MY  Sentiments  on  that  Subject  continue  the 
fame,  and  I  ihouki'ill  deferve  to  be  confidcred  as 

the 
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the  Father  of  my  People,  if  I  fnould  fuffer  my- 
felf  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  make  fuch  an  Ufe  of 
my  Prerogative,  as  I  cannot  but  think  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  Intereft,  and  dangerous  to  the 
Conftitution  of  the  Kingdom. 


BECKFORD,     Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Friday,  the  25th  Day  of  May,   1770. 

The  Lord  Mayor  being  called  upon  to  acquaint 
this  Court  what  he  had  laid  to  his  Majefty,  after 
receiving  his  Majefty's  Anfwer  to  their  Ad- 
drefs,  Remonftrance,  and  Petition,  the  fame 
was  accordingly  produced,  which  being  read, 
was  ordered  to  be  entered  into  the  Journal  of 
this  Court,  in   the  following  Words  : 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
WILL   your   Majefty    be  pleafed   fo   far  to 
condefcend  as  to  permit  the  Mayor  of  your  loyal 
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City  of  London,  to  declare  in  your  Royal  Pretence, 
on  Behalf  of  his  Fellow  Citizens,  how  much  the 
bare  Apprehenfion  of  your  Majefty's  Difpleafure 
would  at  all  Times  affect  their  Minds.  The  De- 
claration  of  that  Difpleafure,  has  already  filled 
them  with  inexprefiible  Anxiety  and  with  the 
decpefb  Affliction.  Permit  me,  Sire,  to  allure 
your  Majefty,  that  your  Majefty  has  not  in  all 
your  Dominions  any  Subjects  more  faithful* 
more  dutiful,  or  more  affectionate  to  your 
Majefty's  Ferfon  and  Family,  cr  more  ready  to 
facrifice  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  in  the  Main- 
tenance of  the  true  Honor  and  Dignity  of  your 
Crown. 

We  do,  therefore,  with  the  greatefl  Humility 
and  Submifllon,  moll  earneftly  iuppHcate  your 
Majefty,  that  you  will  not  diimifs  us  from  your 
Prefence,  without  exprcfling  a  more  favourable 
Opinion  of  your  faithful  Citizens,  and  without 
fome  Comfort,  without  fome  Profpect,  at  leaft  of 
Red  re  Is. 

Permit  me,  Sire,  farther  to  obferve,  that 
whoever  has  already  dared,  or  fTiall  hereafter  en- 
deavour by  falfe  Informations  and  Suggeftions,  to 
alienate  your  Majefty's  Affections  from  your 
loyal  Subjects  in  general,  and  from  the  City  of 
London  in  particular,  and  to  withdraw  yourConfi- 
dence  in  and  Regard  for  your  People,  is  an  Enemy 

to 
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to  your  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Family,  a  Violator 
of  the  public  Peace,  and  a  Betrayer  of  our 
happy  Conftitution,  as  it  was  eftablifhed  at  the 
glorious  Revolution. 


A  Motion  was  made,  and  Queftion  put,  That 
an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefentcd  to  his 
Majefty,  to  congratulate  him  on  the  fafe 
Delivery  of  the  Queen,  and  the  Birth  of  ano- 
•  ther  Princefs ;  the  fame  was.  unanimouQy 
refolved  in  the  Affirmative  j  which  Addrefs 
is  as  follows  : 

¥0  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Majefty, 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London, 
in  Common  Council  affembled. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

"WE  wait  upon  your  Majefty  with  our  fincere 

Congratulations  on   the  happy  Delivery  of  our 

moft  gracious  Queen,  and  oh  the  Birth 'of  another 

Princefs,  and  to  allure  your  Majefty,  that  there 
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are  not  in  all  your  Dominions  any  Subjects  more 
faithful,  more  dutiful,  and  more  affectionate  to 
your  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Family,  or  more 
ready  to  facrifice  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  in  the 
Maintenance  of  the  true  Honor  and  Dignity  of 
your  Crown. 

Long  may  your  Majefty  reign  the  true  Guar- 
dian of  the  Liberties  of  this  free  Country,  and 
be  the  Inftrument,  in  the  Hands  of  Providence,  of 
tranfmittins:  to  our  Pofteritv,  thole  invaluable 
Rights  and  Privileges,  which  are  the  Birth-right 
of  the  Subjects  of  this  Kingdom, ' 


His  Majejly's  Anfwer,  .delivered  the  £pjb  Day 

of  May,   1770. 

I  receive  with  great  Satisfaction  your  Congra- 
tulations on  the  happy  Delivery  of  the  Queen, 
and  the  Birth  of  a  Princefs ;  and  I  return  you 
my  hearty  Thanks  for  your  Duty  and  Affection 
to  my  Perfon  and  Family,  and  the  Zeal  for  the 
true  Honor  and  Dignity  of  my  Crown,  which 
you  exprefs  upon  this  Occafion. 

The  City  of  London,  entertaining  thefe  loyal 
Sentiments,  may  be  always  allured  of  my  Pro- 
tection. 

CROSBY, 
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CROSBY,  Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall  of  the  Cirv  of  London*  on ' 
Thurfdaj\  the  1 5th  Day  of  November,   177c- 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  Qjeuion  put,  That  an 
humble  Addrefs,  Remonit ranee,  and  Petition,  • 
be   prefented  to  his  Majefty,  by   t-his    Court,  r 
touching  the  violated  Right  of  Election,  and  1 
praying  a  DifTolution  of  the  prefent  Parliament ;  • 
the  fame  was  declared  to  be  carried  in   the  Af- 
firmative :     And  a   Divifion  being  demanded 
and  granted,    there  appeared  ieven  Aldermen.' 
and  feventy-one  Commoners,   befides  the  two 
Tellers,  for  the   Affirmative;    and  eight  Al- 
dermen   and  thirty-eight    Commoners,  befides  ' 
the  two  Tellers,  for  the  Negative ;  whereupon 
his  Lordfhip  declared  the  fame  to  be  refolved 
in  the  Affirmative;    which   Addrefs,   Remon-  : 
{trance,  and  Petition,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  :  . 

To  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs,  Remon  {trance,  and  Petition, 
of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  London  y  in  Common  Council 
alfembled. 

WE,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal       I 
-Subjects,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com-      I 
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mons  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Council 
aflembled,  moft  humbly  beg  Leave  to  approach 
your  Majefty,  and  mod  dutifully  to  lay  again  at 
the  Foot  of  the  Throne,  our  aggravated  Grievan- 
ces and  earned  Supplications.  Although  through 
Prevalence  of  evil  Counfellors,owr  juft  Complaints 
have  hitherto  met  with  Repulfe  and  Reprimand, 
neverthelefs,  we  will  not  forego  the  lad  Confola- 
tion  of  the  unhappy  Hope,  that  our  Sufferings 
will  at  length  find  an  End  from  the  innate  Good- 
nefs  of  your  Majefty  •,  the  gracious  Effects  of 
which  have,  to  our  unfpeakable  Grief,  been  in- 
tercepted from  your  injured  People,  by  a  fatal 
Confpiracy  of  malevolent  Influences  around  the 
Throne. 

We*  therefore,  again  implore  your  Majefty  in 
this  fad  Crifis,  with  Hearts  big  with  Sorrow  and 
warm  with  Affection,  not  to  be  induced  by  falfe 
Suggeflions  contrary  to  the  Benignity  of  your 
royal  Nature,  to  fhut  up  your  paternal  Compaf- 
fion  and  Juflice  againft  the  Prayers  of  unhappy 
Subjects,  claiming,  as  we  now  again  prefume  to 
do,  with  equal  Humility  and  freeborn  Plainnefs, 
our  indifputable  Birth-rights,  Freedom  of  Elec- 
tion, and  Right  of  Petitioning. 

We  have  feen  the  known  Law  of  the  Land, 
the  fure  Guardian  of  Right,,  trodden  down,  and 
by   the  Influence  of   daring  Miniflers  arbitrary 
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Difcretion,  the  Law  of  Tyrants  fet  up,  to  over- 
throw the  Choice  of  the  Electors,  and  nominate 
to  a  Seat  in  Parliament,  a  Perfon  not  chofen  by 
the  People. 

Your  Majefty's  Throne  is  founded  on  the  free 
Exercife  of  this  great  Right  of  Election  •,  to  pre- 
ferve  it  inviolate  is  true  Loyalty  ;  to  undermine 
and  deftroy  it,  is  the  moft  compendious  Treafon 
againft  the  whole  Conftitution. 

Deign  then,  Sir,  amidft  the  complicated  Dan- 
gers which  furround  us,  to  reftore  Satisfaction 
and  Harmony  to  your  faithful  Subjects  ;  by  re- 
moving from  your  Majefty's  Prefence  all  evil 
Connfellors,  and  by  recurring  to  the  recent  Senfe 
of  your  People  taken  in  a  new  Parliament. 

By  fuch  an  Exertion  alone  of  your  own  royal 
Wifdom  and  Virtue,  the  various  Wounds  of  the 
Conftitution  can  be  effectually  healed,  and  by 
Reprefentatives  freely  chofen,  and  acting  inde- 
pendently, the  falutary  Awe  of  Parliament  cannot 
fail  to  fecure  to  us  that  facred  Bulwark  of  EnglifJ? 
Liberty,  the  Trial  by  Jury,  againit  the  danger- 
ous Deflgns  of  thofe,  who  have  dared  openly 
to  attempt  to  mutilate  its  Power  and  deftroy  its 
Efficacy, 
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So  will  DifTatisfaction  and  national  Weaknefs 
change  at  once  into  public  Confidence,  Order, 
Strenpth,  and  Dignity  ;  and  this  boafled  Confti- 
tution  of  England,  \o  late  the  Envy  of  Nations,  no 
longer  hold  forth  to  the  Derifion  of  Europe, 
Electors  not  fufTered  to  elect,  Juries  forbid  to 
iudge  of  the  whole  Matter  in  IfTue  before  them, 
and  dutiful  Petitioners  remonftrating  the  moft 
flagrant  Grievances,  branded  by  theMinifterswho 
opprefs  them,  as  feditious  Infractors  of  that  Con- 
ifitution  we  religiouily  revere,  and  together 
with  your  Majority's  facred  Perlbn,  will  uneeaf- 
ingly   defend  againit  all  Enemies  and  Betrayers,  , 


His  Majefifs  Anfaer,  delivered   the   2:  ft  Day  of 

November,   1770. 

AS  I  have  feen  no  Reafon  to  alter  the  Opinion 
cxprefled  in  my  Anfwer  to  your  former  Addrefs 
upon  this  Subject,  I  cannot  comply  with  the 
Prayer  of  your  Petition. 

1.  flB 
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CROSBY, 


Mayor. 


A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall  -of  the  City  of  London*  on 
V/ednefday*  the  5th  Day  of  June*   1 77 1 . 

A  Motion  was  made  and  Queftion  put,  That  an 
humble  Addrefs  be  prelented  to  his  Majefty, 
to  congratulate  him  on  the  fafe  Delivery  of 
the  Queen,  and  the  Birth  of  another  Prince ; 
the  fame  was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative ; 
which  Addrefs  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

¥0  the  King's  molt  Excellent  Majcjiy. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City  of 
London*  in  Common  Council  affembled. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
WE,  your  Majefty's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal 
Subjects,  the  Lord  Mayor, '  'Aldermen,  and 
Commons  of  the  City  of  London*  in  Common 
Council  affembled,  embrace  this  joyful  Occafion 
of  approaching  your  Majefty  with  our  fincere 
Congratulation  on  the  fafe  Delivery  of  thcQueen, 

and  the  aufpicious  Birth  of  another  Prince. 

1  our 
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Your  Majefty's  ever  loyal  and  faithful  Citizens 
of  London?  exceeded  by  none  of  your  Subjects, 
in  honcft  and  anxious  Zeal  for  your  Majefty's. 
Happinefs,  and  the  Glory  and  Profperity  of  your 
Reign,  rejoice  in  all  Events  which  augment  your 
Majefty's  domeftic  Felicity,  firmly  truiting  that 

every  Increafe  of  the  augufl  Houfe  of  Brwtfwick, 
will  prove  an  additional  Security  to  our  Reli- 
gion, and  the  great  Charter  of  Liberty,  which  in 
Confequence  of  the  glorious  and  neceiiary  Re- 
volution, that  illuftrious  Houfe  was  chofen  to 
defend. 


His   Majefty's  Attjwer,    delivered  the    izth  of 

June,  1771. 

I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  Addrefs,  and  for 
your  Congratulations  en  the  fafe  Delivery  of  the 
Queen  and  the  Birth  of  another  Prince. 

It  gives  me  great  Satisfaction,  to  find  that 
you  c'onfider  the  Increafe  of  my  Family  as  an 
additional  Security  to  our  Religion,  and  to  that 
Liberty,  which  I  look  upon  with  Pleafure  as  the 
Baiis  of  my  Government,  and  which  I  mall  al- 
ways think  my  Honor  and  Intercll  concerned  to 
defend. 

CROSBY, 
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CROSBY,         Mayor. 

In  a  Meeting  or  AfTembly  of  the  Mayor* 
Aldermen,  and  Liverymen  of  the  feveral 
Companies  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
mon Hall  afTemb led,  at  the  Guiluhall  of 
the  faid  City,  on  Monday r,  the  24th  Day  of 
June,  1 771. 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  Queftion  put,  That  an 
humble  Addrefs,  Remonilrance,  and  Petition* 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty  from  the  Lord. 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery  of  the  City  of 
London,  in  Common  Hall  aflembled  ;  the  fame 
was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative. 

And  an  humble  Addrefs,  Remonilrance,  and 
Petition  to  his  Majefty,  being  produced,  a  Mo- 
tion was  made  that  the  fame  be  read,  and  the 
Queftion  being  put  by  Mr.  Town  Clerk,  it 
was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative-,  whereupon 
the  fame  was  read,  as  follows : 

To  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefty* 

The  humble  Addrefs,  Remonilrance,  and  Peti- 
tion, of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Li- 
very of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Hall 
affembled. 
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Mofi  Gracious  Sovereign, 
WE,  your  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects, 
tte  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery  of  the 
City  of  London,  in  the  Anguifh  of  our  Hearts, 
beg  Leave  to  approach  your  Royal  Perfon,  and 
deeply  to  lament,  that  we  (till  fuffer,  together 
with  many  others,  all  thofe  great  and  unparalleled 
Grievances,  which  we  have  before  fubmitted  to 
your  Majefty,  with  the  Hope  of  a  full  and 
fpeedy  Redrefs  from  our  Sovereign,  as  the  Father 
of  his  People. 

The  fame  arbitrary  Houfe  of  Commons,  which 
violated  the  faci  ed  Right  of  Election,  and  feated 
among  themfelves,  as  a  Reprefentative  of  the 
People,  a  Man  who  was  never  chofen  into  Par- 
liament ;  have  the  lafl  Seflion  proceeded  to  the 
moil  extravagant  Outrages  sgainft  the  Constitu- 
tion of  this  Kingdom,  and  the  Liberty  of  the 
Subject,  of  which  your  Majefty  is  by  Law,  the 
great  Guardian.  They  have  ventured  to  im- 
prifon  our  chief  Magiflrate,  and  one  of  our  Al- 
dermen, for  difobeying  their  illegal  Orders,  and 
not  violating;  the  holy  Sanction  of  their  Oaths  to 
this  great  City,  as  well  as  their  Duty  to  their 
Country.  They  have,  by  the  mo  ft  artful  Suggefti- 
ons,  prevailed  upon  your  Majefty,  to  fuffer  your 
Royal  Name  to  give  a  pretended  Authority  to  a 

Procla- 
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Proclamation,  iiTued  at  their  exprefs  Defire, 
contrary  to  the  known  Laws  of  the  Land.  At 
length  they  proceeded  to  the  enormous  Wicked- 
neis  of  erafing  a  judicial  Record,  in  order  to 
ftop  the  Courfe  of  Juftice,  and  to  fruftrate  all 
Poffibility  of  Relief  by  an  Appeal  to  thofe  Laws, 
which  are  the  nobleft  Birth-right  and  Inheri- 
tance of  all  the  Subjects  of  this  Realm. 

During  the  unjuft  Confinement  of  our  Repre- 
sentatives, they  proceeded  to  a  Law,  depriving' 
the  Citizens  of  London,  of  a  considerable  Part  of 
their  Property  in  the  Soil  of  the  River  Thames, 
folemnly  granted  to  them  by  divers  Charters,  and 
confirmed  by  the  Authority  of  Parliament,  and 
under  Colour  of  Equity,  inferted  in  that  Law  an 
unufual  faving  Claufe,  fubverfive  of  the  known 
and  eftablifhed  Laws  of  Property  ;  they  have,, 
without  any  Pretence  of  an  Abufe,  fuperfeded 
the  Confervacy  of  the  River  Thames,  in  the  Li- 
berty which  the  Citizens  of  London  have  enjoyed 
from  the  Conqueit. 

We,  therefore,  your  Remonftrants,  again  hum- 
bly fupplicate  your  Majefty  to  reflore  our  Rightsr 
and  to  give  Peace  to  this  diffracted  Nation,  by  a 
fpeedy  Diflblution  of  the  Parliament,  and  by  re- 
moving your  prefent  wicked  and  delpotic  Miniflers 
for  ever  from  your  Councils  and  Prefcnce. 


HI 
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His  Majeftfs  Anfever,  delivered  the  10th  of 

July,    1771. 

?c  I  ihall  ever  be  ready  to  exert  my  Prero^a- 
<f  tive,  as  far  as  I  can  conftitutionally,  in  redref- 
*•■  fing  any  real  Grievances  of  my  Subjects  ;  and 
"  the  City  oi  London  will  always  find  me  difpoied 
"  to  liflen  to  any  of  their  well-founded  Com- 
tc  plaints:  It  is,  therefore,  with  Concern  that  I 
cc  fee  a  Part  of  my  Subjects  {till  fo  far  mi  fled 
cc  and  deluded,  as  to  renew,  in  fuchreprehenfible 
*c  Terms,  a  Requcft,  with  which  I  have  repeat-- 
"  edly  declared,  I  cannot  comply." 


TOWN- 
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■*-» 


TOWNSEND,    Mayor. 

■  A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London ,  on  Thurs- 
day, the  4th  Day  of  February,  1 773* 

A  Motion  being  made,  and  Queftion  put,  that  an. 
humble  Addrefs  of  Congratulation,  beprefented 
to  his  Majefty  by  this  Court,  on  the  fafe  De- 
livery of  the  Queen,  and  the  Birth  of  another 
Prince  •,  the  fame  was  unanimously  refolved  in 
the  Affirmative,  which  Addrefs  was  agreed  to, 
as  follows  : 

To  the  King's  mcft  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London^ 
in  Common  Council  aflembled. 

* 

Aloft  gracious  Sovereign, 

YOUR  Majefty's  loyal  Subjects,  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City  of 
London,  in  Common  Council  afTembled,  ap- 
proach your  Majefty  with  their  Congratulations 
on  the  happy  Delivery  of  their  mod  amiable 
Queen,  and  the  Birth  of  another  Prince. 

Your  faithful  Citizens  of  London,  ever  zea* 
lous  of  your  Majefty's  Happinefs,  and  the  true 

C  Honor 
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Honor  and  Profperity  of  your  Reign,  will  con- 
tinue to  rejoice  in  every  Member  which  adds  to 
your  Majefty's  domeflic  Felicity.  And  they 
hope,  that  every  Branch  of  the  auguft  Houfe  of 
Brunfwick^  will  add  further  Security  to  thofe 
facred  Laws  and  Liberties,  which  their  Ancef- 
tors  would  not  fuffer  to  be  violated  with  Impu- 
nity, and  which,  in  Confequence  of  the  glorious 
and  necefTary  Revolution,  that  illuftrious  Houfc 
was  called  forth  to  protect  and  defend. 


His  Majefty's  Anfwer9  delivered  the  $th  Day  of 

February,  1773. 

I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  Addrefs,  and  your 
Congratulations  on  the  happy  Delivery  of  the 
Queen,  and  the  Birth  of  another  Prince.  The 
Religion,  Laws,  and  Liberties  of  my  People, 
have  always  been,  and  ever  fhall  be  the  confrant 
Objedts  of  my  Care  and  Attention. 


TOWN- 
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TOWNSEND,     Mayor. 

In  a  Meeting  or  Afifembly  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Liverymen  of  the  feveral 
Companies  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
mon Hall  afTembled,  at  the  Guildhall  of  the 
laid  City,  on  Thurfday,  the  nth  Day  of 
March,  1773. 

Mr.  William  Bijhop  acquainted  the  Livery,  that 
at  a  previous  Meeting  of  the  Livery,  at  the 
Half -Moon  Tavern,  in  Cheapfide,  an  Addrefs, 
Remonftrance,  and  Petition  to  his  Majefly  was 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the 
Livery  in  Common  Hall  afTembled,  for  their 
Approbation.  And  a  Motion  was  made  that 
the  fame  be  read,  and  the  Queftion  being  put, 

-  it  was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative,  whereupon 
the  fame  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

To  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefly. 

The  humble  Addrefs,  Remonftrance,  and  Peti- 
tion of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Li- 
very of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Hall 
afTembled. 


C  2  Mofl 
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Mofl  gracious  Sovereign^ 

WE,  your  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  Sub- 
jects, the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery 
of  the  City  of  London,  beg  Leave  to  approach 
the  Throne  with  the  Refpect  becoming  a  free 
People,  zealoufly  attached  to  the  Laws  and  Con- 
ftitution  of  their  Country,  and  the  Parliamentary 
Right  of  your  Majefty  to  the  Crown  of  thefe 
Realms. 

We  defire,  with  all  Humility,  in  the  Grief  and 
Anguifh  of  our  Hearts.,  to  fubmit  to  your  Ma- 
jefty, that  the  many  Grievances  and  Injuries  we 
have  fuffered  from  your  Minifters,  ftill  remain 
unredreffed  \  nor  has  the  public  Juftice  of  the 
Kingdom  received  the  leaft  Satisfaction,  for  the 
frequent  atrocious  Violations  of  the  Laws  which 
have  been  committed  in  your  Reign,  by  your 
Minifters,  with   a   daring   Contempt  of    every 
Principle  human  and  divine.     Your  People  have, 
with  the  deepeft  Concern,  obferved,  that  their 
former  humble  Petitions  and  Remonftrances  were 
received  with   a   Negledl  and    Difregard,   very 
hardly  brooked  by  the  high  Spirits  of  a  great  and 
powerful  Nation;  but  the  Hopes  of  Red  refs  ftill 
encouraging  us  to  perfevere,  we  again  fupplicate 
your  Majefty,  to  liften  to  the  Voice  of  your  ag- 
grieved Subjects,  in  Vindication  of  your  own  and 
the  Nation's  Honor,    againft  your  defpotic  and 

corrupt 
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corrupt  Minifters,  who  have  perverted  the  Foun- 
tains  of  public   Juftice,   and    undermined   the  • 
Foundations  of  our  excellent  Conftitution.     Our 
Reprefentatives,  who  were  chofen  to  be  the  Guar- 
dians of  our  Rights,  have  invaded  our  moft  fa- 
cred  Privileges.    The  Right  of  being  reprefented 
in  Parliament,   is  the  inherent,  inalienable  Privi- 
lege,   as  well  as  peculiar  Glory  of  the  free  born 
Inhabitants  of  this  Country,  and  a  Perfon  quali- 
fied by  Law,  a  Magiflrate  of  this  City,  was  duly 
elected  a  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  the  County  of 
Middlefex>    by  a  great  Majority  of  legal  Votes, 
yet  has  been  excluded  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, by  a  Refolution  of  that  Houfe  ;  and  a  Can- 
didate, who  had  only  a  few  Votes,  declared  the 
Reprefentative  of  the  Electors  of  the  faid  Coun- 
ty, againft  their  Confent,  through  the  like  cor- 
rupt Influence  of  the  fame  Minifter.     The  chief 
Magiflrate,  and  one  of  the  Aldermen  of  this 
City,  were  imprifoned  for  not  obeying  the  illegal 
Mandates  of  an  arbitrary  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  violating  the  folemn  Oaths   they  had  taken 
for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Liberties  and  Fran- 
chifes  of  the  Capital  of  your  Majefty's  Domi- 
nions.    We   recal  to   your   Majefty's    Remem- 
brance with  Horror,  that  unparalleled   Adt   of 
Tyranny,  the  erazing  a  judicial  Record,  in  order 
to  flop  the  Courfe  of  Jultice ;  to  introduce  a  Syf- 
tem  of  Power  againft  Right ;  and  to  tear  up  by 
the  Roots,  Truth  and  Law  from  the  Earth. 

C  2  We, 
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We,  therefore,  your  Remonftrants,  again  fup- 
plicate  your  Majefty,  to  employ  the  only  Re- 
medy now  left  by  the  Conftitution,  the  Exercife 
of  that  falutary  Power  wTith  which  you  are  en- 
trufted  by  Law,  the  difiblving  of  the  prefent 
Parliament,  and  the  Removal  of  thofe  evil  Coun- 
fellors,  who  advifed  the  Meafures  fo  generally 
odious  to  the  Nation ;  and  your  Majefty,  as  the 
true  Guardian  of  our  Rights,  lhall  ever  reign  in 
the  Hearts  of  a  grateful  People. 


His  Majefifs  Anfwer^  delivered  the  26th  of  March, 

J773- 

I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  think  that  my  People 
do  not  doubt  of  my  Readinefs  to  attend  to  their 
Complaints,  or  of  my  ardent  Defire  to  promote 
their  real  Happinefs,  which  I  cannot  more  effec- 
tually do,  than  by  refilling  every  Attempt  to  fow 
groundlefs  Jealouiies  among  them. 

Your  Petition  is  fo  void  of  Foundation,  and 
is,  befides,  conceived  in  fuch  difrefpectful  Terms, 
that  I  am  convinced  you  do  not,  yourfelves,  fe- 
rioufly  imagine  it  can  be  complied  with. 


Further 
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Further  Proceedings  of  the  Common 
Hall,  on  Thurfday^  the  nth  of 
March)  1773.  > 

WE,  the  Liverymen  of  London,  in  Common  Halt 
affernbled,  taking  into  our  ferious  Confideration, 
the  pernicious  Effects  of  long  Parliaments,  and 
being  convinced,  that  the  mod:  likely  and  effec- 
tual Remedy  for  the  many  Grievances  under 
which  the  People  of  this  Country  have  fo  long  la- 
boured, is  to  be  found  in  a  frequent  Appeal  to 
the  People  by  fhort  Parliaments ;  Do  refolve, 
that  we  will  not  vote  for,  countenance,  or  fup- 
port,  either  direclly  or  indirectly,  any  Candidate 
or  Candidates,  to  reprefent  this  City  in  Parlia- 
ment, until  he  mall  have,  previous  to  his  Stand- 
ing forth  as  a  Candidate,  folemnly  afTented  to, 
and  figned  an  Engagement  for  fhortening  the  Du- 
ration of  Parliaments. 

Refolved,  That  the  Engagement  be  in  the 
Words  following  : 

I  A.  B.  do  mod  folemnly  engage  my  Word 
and  Honor,  that  as  long  as  I  live^  I  will  faith- 
fully and  fincerely  endeavour,  to  the  utmoft  of 
my  Power,  to  promote  and  procure,  and  having 
procured,  to  maintain  and  continue  a  perpetual 
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A&  of  Parliament,  to  fhorten  the  Duration  of 
Parliaments,  and  to  reftore  and  preferve  to  the 
People  their  conftitutional  Right  of  an  annual,  or,' 
(if  that  cannot  be  obtained)  at  leaft  a  triennial 
Choice  of  Reprefentatives  ;  and  if  I  am  Member 
of  either  Houfe  cf  Parliament,  when  a  Motion 
fbr  the  above  Purpofe  fhall  be  made,  I  will  not 
fail  to  attend,  and  give  my  utmoil  Support  to 
fuch  Motion. 


T  O  W  N  S  E  N  D,     Mayor.     . 

In  a  Meeting  or  Affcmbly  of  the  Mayor  and 
Liverymen  of  the  fcveral  Companies  of  the 
City  of  London,  in  Common  Hall  aflembled, 
at  the  Guildhall  of  the  faid  City,  on  Tburf- 
day>  the  24th  Day  of  June,  lyjS- 

A  Liveryman  acquainted  this  Common  Hall, 
that  on  the  24th  of  June  laft,  the  Livery  of  this 
City,  in  Common  Hall  afTembled,  had  agreed 
to  Inftruclions  to  their  Reprefentatives  in  Par- 
liament, which  were  now  read,  and  the  Ques- 
tion being  put,  that  the  laid  Inftru&ions  be  re- 

corded* 
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corded,  and  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  ordered 
to  enter  the  fame  ;  it  was  refolved  in  the  Af- 
firmative, and  ordered  accordingly,  which  In- 
ftruclions  are  as  follow  : 

To  Sir  Robert  Ladbroke,  Knight,  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable Thomas  Harley,  Barlow  Trecoi kick,  and 
Richard  Oliver,  Efquires. 

Gentlemen^ 

THE  arbitrary  Strides  of  Government,  which 
feem  daily  increafing,  to  the  Prejudice  of  our 
Liberties,  cannot  fail  of  alarming  us  in  the  molt 
fenfible  Manner.  Such  indeed  is  the  difmal  Com- 
plexion of  the  Times,  that  to  the  whole  World 
we  appear  even  on  the  Brink  of  Slavery. 

To  enumerate  the  feveral  Acts  which  have  ful- 
lied  the  prefent  Reign,  would  be  much  too  te- 
dious at  prefent  -,  fuffice  it  therefore  to  fay,  that 
it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  behold  with  Indifference 
the  Laws  of  our  Country  daringly  trampled  on, 
and  the  Lives  of  innocent  People  wantonly  taken 
away. 

Had  this  Nation  been  blefTed  with  a  virtuous 
Hcuie  of  Commons,  we  mould  by  no  Means 
have  experienced  the  Oppreflion,  which  for  thir- 
teen Years  pad,  we  have  unhappily  laboured  un- 
der ;  To  long  Parliaments,  therefore,  and  a  ve- 
nal 
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rial  Majority,  we  may,  with  great  Juftice,  attribute 
the  whole  of  our  Misfortunes.  In  what  Li°ht 
can  we  behold  an  Houfe  of  Commons,  which 
becomes  fo  proftitute,  as  to  be  capable  of  voting 
a  Minority  to  be  a  Majority  ?  An  Houfe,  which 
could,  without  the  leaft  Colour  of  Juftice,  tyran- 
nically impriibn  a  Subject  between  three  or  four 
Months  in  a  ciiftempered  Gaol,  and  inhumanly 
refufe  him  the  fame  Liberty,  which  had  been 
granted  to  two  Felons  ace u fed  of  wilful  Murder  ? 
An  Houfe,  which,  devoid  of  all  Decency,  could 
force  the  poor,  timid  Servant  of  a  Corporation, 
to  eraze  a  judicial  Record  ?  An  Houfe,  that  could 
even  punifh  two  Members  of  its  own  Body,  in  a 
mod  arbitrary  Manner,  for  acting  with  Integrity 
in  a  judicial  Capacity  ;  nay,  for  adhering  to  their 
Charters  and  their  Oaths,  and  virtuouily  admi- 
niftering  Juftice.  Indeed  fatal  Experience  hath 
taught  us,  that  what  was  intended  as  a  Bulwark 
in  Defence  of  our  Liberties,  is  now  become  a 
mere  Engine  of  Oppreflion  ;  and  thofe  Weapons 
of  Defence,  which  have  been  entrufted  into  the 
Hands  of  our  Reprefentatives,  to  oppofe  the  En- 
croachments of  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
have  been  infamoufly  perverted  to  ftab  the  Vitals 
©f  the  Conftitutiqn. 

When  we  made  Choice  of  yon,  Sirs,  to  tranfact 
our  Bufinefs  in  Parliament,   we  confidered  all  of 
you  to  be  pofTefied  of  Fortune  fufficient  to  ren- 
der 
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deryou  Independent;  but  fuch  is  the  Depravity 
of  the  prefent  Age,  that  the  more  Wealthy  feem 
the  eafieft  to  be  corrupted. 

Although  fome  of  you  may  have  approved 
yourfelves  worthy  of  the  Confidence  repofed  in 
you  ;  yet  others,  we  are  forry  to  be  obliged  to 
obferve,  have  been  deficient  in  their  Duty.  It 
becomes  necefTary,  therefore,  that  we  fhould  ex- 
ercife  our  indifputable  Right  of  inflructing  you, 
our  Reprefentatives. 

A  worthy  Alderman  of  this  City,  whofe  poli- 
tical Principles  feem  of  the  pureft  Kind,  and  as 
fuch,  denote  him  a  fit  Example  for  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  Legiflature,  convinced  of  the  extreme 
Danger  of  entrufting  any  Body  of  Men  with  fep- 
tennial  Powers,  has  more  than  once  attempted  to 
fhorten  the  Duration  of  Parliaments ;  but  with 
Regret  we  reflect,  that  out  of  five  hundred  and 
fifty  Members,  not  more  than  Fourfcore  could 
at  any  Time  be  found,  poiTeiTed  of  Virtue  fufH- 
cient  to  fupport  fo  falutary  a  Meaiure :  As  wre 
have  no  doubt  of  Mr.  Sftwbridge's  renewing  his 
Motion  next  Winter,  for  the  fame  laudable  Pur- 

pofe,  we  do  infill  that  each  of  you  afford  him  all 
poflible  Support,  in  order  to  rettore  us  to  our  an- 

tient  Right  of  annually  electing  our  Reprefenta- 
tives in  Parliament. 

BULL, 
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BULL,        Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Xhnrfday*  the  3d  Day  of  March,    1774. 

A  Motion  being  made,  and  Queflion  put,  That 
an  humble  Addrefs  of  Congratulation,  be  pre- 
fen  ted  to  his  Majefly,  by  this  Court,  on  the 
fafe  Delivery  of  the  Queen,  and  the  Birth  of 
another  Prince,  the  fame  was  refolved  in  the 
Affirmative ;  which  Addrefs  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

To  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefly. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London* 
in  Common  Council  affembied. 

Moji  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects, 

the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of 

your  antient  City  of  London,  in  Common  Council 

affembied,  beg  Leave  to  approach  your  Majefty's 

facred  Ferfon  with  our  warmeft  Congratulations, 

on    the  happy  Delivery   of  our  moft  excellent, 

Queen,    and    the  aufpieious    Birth    of  another 

Prince* 

With 


[    45    ] 

With  Gratitude  to  the  divine  Goodnefs,  we 
behold  the  Increafe  of  your  Majefty's  auguft 
Houfe,  as  it  augments  your  Majefty's  domeftic 
Felicity,  and  gives  a  more  permanent  Security  to 
the  civil  and  religious  Liberties  of  your  People. 

His  Majefifs  Anfwer,  delivered  the  41b  Day  of 

March,  1774. 

I  receive  with  Pleafure  this  dutiful  and  affec- 
tionate Addrefs,  your  Congratulations,  and  the 
Sentiments  which  you  exprefs  on  the  further  In- 
creafe of  my  Family,  cannot  fail  of  affording 
me  great  Satisfaction. 


BULL,        Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London^  oa 
Friday,  the  3d  Day  of  June*  1774. 

A  Motion  being  made,  and  Queftion  put,  That 
this  Court  doth  agree  to  Petition  the  Honou- 
rable Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  Bill  now 
depending  before  that  Honourable  Houfe, 
intituled,  "  An  Act  for  making  more  effectual 
*■  Provifion  for  the  Government  of  the  Pro- 
**  vince  of  §uebec^    in  North  Amerka?  may 

not 


[    46     ] 

not  pafs  into  a  Law,  the  fame  was  refolved  in 
the  Affirmative,  which  Petition  was  agreed  to 
as  follows  : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 

in  Parliament  ajfembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London, 
in  Common  Council  afiemblcd. 

Shezveth, 

THAT  your  Petitioners  are  deeply  concerned, 
and  much  alarmed  to  find  there  is  now  a  Bill  de- 
pending  before  this  Honourable  Houfe,  intituled, 
46  An  Act  for  making  more  effectual  Provifion  for 
*c  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  ih 
<c  North  America"  which  in  all  civil  Cafes  takes 
away  the  Exercife  of  the  Englijh  Law,  and  that 
facred  Part  of  it,  the  Trial  by  Jury,  and  fub- 
ftitutes  in  its  (lead  the  French  Law  of  Canada, 
whereby  the  Freedom  of  the  Perfon  and  Security 
of  the  Property  of  his  Majefty's  Subjects  are  ren- 
dered precarious. 

That  if  this  Bill  pafTes  into  a  Law,  the  Roman 
Catholic  will  be  the  only  legal  eftablifhed  Re- 
ligion, without  any  Provifion  being  made  for  the 
free  Exercife  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  which 
may  prove  greatly  injurious  and  oppreffive 
to     his    Majefty's    Proteftant    Subjects,     who 

do 


t    47    3 

do   now,   or  may   hereafter  refide    in   the  faid 
Province. 

That  the  legiilative  Power  is  veiled  folely  in 
Perfons  appointed  during  Pleaiure  by  the  Crown, 
which  is  totally  inconiiirent  with  the  Liberty 
and  Principles  of  the  Englijh  Conftitution. 

Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  moft  humbly  pray, 
that  the  faid  Bill  may  not  pals  into  a  Law. 


BULL,        Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Saturday,  the  18th  Day  of  June,  1774* 

A  Motion  being  made,  and  Queftion  put,  Tha* 
this  Court  doth  agree  to  apply  to  his  Majefty 
by  Addrefs  and  Petition,  praying  that  his 
Majefty  will  be  pleafed  not  to  give  his  Roya3 
Affent  to  the  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  A6t  for 
4<  making  more  effectual  Provifion  for  the  Go- 
u  vernment  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  ia 
*  North  America"  the  fame  was  unanimoufly 

refolved 
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refolved  in  the  Affirmative;  which  Addrefs  and 
Petition  was   agreed  to,   as  follows  : 

"To  the  King's  mofi  Excellent  Majejly. 

The  humble  Addrefs  and  Petition  of  the  .Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City 
of  London,  in  Common  Council  aflcmbled. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
WE,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
Subjeds,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
mons of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Council 
affembled,  are  exceedingly  alarmed  that  a  Bid  has 
pafied  your  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  intituled, 
"  An  Ad:  for  making  more  effedual  Provifion  for 
**  the  Government  of  the  Province  of  Quebec* 
*'  in  North  America"  which  we  apprehend  to  be 
entirely  fubverfive  of  the  great  fundamental 
Principles  of  the  Conftitution  of  the  Britijh 
Monarchy,  as  well  as  of  the  Authority  of  va- 
rious folemn  Ads  of  the  Legiilature. 

WE  beg  Leave  to  obferve,  that  the.  Englijli 
Law,  and  that  wonderful  Effort  of  human  Wif- 
dom,  the  Trial  by  Jury,  are  not  admitted  by 
this  Bill  in  any  civil  Cafes  ;  and  the  French  Law 
of  Canada,  is  impofed  on  all  the  Inhabitants*  of 
that  extenfive  Province,  by  which  both  the  Per- 
fons  and  Properties  of  very  many  of  your  Majefty's 

Subjeds  are  rendered  infecurc  and  precarious. 

We 
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We  humbly  conceive  that  this  Bill*  if  parTed 
into  a  Law*  will  be  contrary  not  only  to  the 
Compact  entered  into  with  the  numerous  Settlers 
of  the  reformed  Religion*  who  were  invited  into 
the  faid  Province*  under  the  facred  Promife  of 
enjoying  the  Benefit  of  the  Laws  of  your  Realm 
of  England,  but  likewife  repugnant  to  your 
Royal  Proclamation  of  the  7th  of  Oftober,  1763, 
for  the  fpeedy  fettling  the  faid  new  Government* 

That*  confident  with  the  public  Faith  pledged 
by  the  faid  Proclamation*  your  Majefty  cannot 
erect  and  conftitute  Courts  of  Judicature  and 
public  Juftice,  for  the  hearing  and  determining 
all  Cafes,  as  well  civil  as  criminal,  within  the 
faid  Province,  but  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  to 
the  Laws  of  England  \  nor  can  any  Laws,  Statutes 
or  Ordinances  for  the  public  Peace,  Welfare  and 
good  Government  of  the  faid  Province,  be  made, 
conftituted  and  ordained,  but  according  to  the 
Laws  of  this  Realm. 

That  the  Roman  Catholic  Religion,  which  is 
known  to  be  idolatrous  and  bloody,  is  efta- 
blifhed  by  this  Bill,  and  no  legal  Provifion  is 
made  for  the  free  Exercife  of  our  reformed  Faith, 
nor  the  Security  of  our  Proteftant  Fellow-fubje&s 
of  the  Church  of  England,  in  the  true  Worfhip  of 
Almighty  GOD,  according  to  their  Confciences* 

D  That 
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That  your  Majefty's  illuftrious  Family  was 
called  to  the  Throne  of  thrfe  Kingdoms,  in  cori- 
fenuence  of  the  Exclulion  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
untient  Branch  of  the  Stuart  Line,  under  the 
exprefs  Stipulation,  that  they  Ihould  profefs  the 
Protectant  Religion  •,  and  according  to  the  Oath 
eftabliihed  by  the  Sanction  of  Parliament,  in 
the  mil  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  great  Deliverer 
Y3t%Wltliam  the  Third,  your  Majefty,  at  your 
Coronation,  folemnly  fwofe,  that  you  would,  to 
the  utmoft  of  your  Power,  maintain  the  Laws  of 
GOD,  the  true  Profeflion  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the 
Proteftant  reformed  Religion  eftablifhed  by 
Law. 

That  although  the  Term  of  Imprifonment  of 
the   Subject    is    limitted    to  three    Months,    the 
Power  of  Fining  is  left  indefinite  and  unreftrain- 
ed,  by  which  the  total  Ruin  of  the  Party  may  be 
effected  by   an  enormous  and  exceflive  Fine. 

That  the  whole  legiflative  Power  of  the  Pro- 
vince is  veiled  in  Peribns  to  be  folely  appointed 
by  your  Majefty,  and  immoveable  at  your  Piea- 
fure,  which  we  apprehend  to  be  repugnant  to 
the  leading  Principles  of  this  free  Constitution, 
by  which  alone. your  Majefty  now  holds,  or  le- 
oallv  can  hold,  the  Imperial  Crown  of  thefe 
Realms*  ,_  •  .  . 

That 
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That  the  faid  Bill  was  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment very  late  in  the  prefent  Seffion,  and  after 
the  greater  Number  of  the  Members  of  the  two 
Houfes  were  retired  into  the  Country,  fo  that  it 
cannot  fairly  be  prefumed  to  be  the  Senfe  of  thofe 
Parts  of  the  Legiflature. 

Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  moft  humbly  fup- 
plicate  your  Majefty,  as  the  Guardian  of  the 
Laws,  Liberties,  and  Religion  of  yonr  People, 
and  as  the  great  Bulwark  of  the  Proteftant  Faith, 
that  you  will  not  give  your  royal  AfTent  to  the 
faid  Bill. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  Duty  bound,  will 
ever  pray. 


King's  Anfwer,  delivered  by  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Earl  of  Hertford,  Lord  Chamberlain  to  the 
King,  the  2zd  Day  of  June,   1774. 

AS  your  Petition  relates  to  a  Bill  agreed  on  by 
the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  of  which  his  Ma- 
jefly cannot  take  public  Notice,  until  it  is  pre- 
fented  to  him  for  his  royal  AfTent  in  Parliament, 
I  am  commanded  by  the  King  to  inform  you,  that 
you  are  not  to  expedt  an  Anfwer. 


D  a  WILKES, 
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WILKES,     Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall,  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Tuefday,  the  31ft  Day  of  January,  1775. 

This  Day,  Mr.  Alderman  Bull,  prefented  unto  this 
Court,  a  Letter  which  he  had  lately  received 
from  Francis  Maferes,  Efq-,  Agent  to  the  Pro- 
teftant  Settlers  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  which 
was  read  in  theie  Words : 

SIR,     Inner  Temple,  London,  Jan.  16,1775, 

HIS  MajeiV/'s  antient  and  loyal  Subjects,  the 
Proteftant   Settlers   in   the   Province  of  Quebec, 
(who  have  done  me  the  Honour  to  appoint  me' 
their  Agent  for  their  public  Concerns  in   Eng- 
land) have  lately  fent  me  Inftru£lions,  to  expreis 
to  you  and  to  the  Court  of  Aldermen,    and  the 
Common   Council  of  the  City  of  London,   their 
molt   fin  cere  and   hearty  Thanks,  for  the  great 
Mark  of  fraternal  Regard  and  Affection,  which 
you  fome  Time   fifice  teflifieu    towards    them, 
by  your  Addrefs  to  the  King's  moil  gracious  Ma- 
jefty,  intreating  him  to  refufe  his-  Royal  AfTent  to 
the  Biil  for  the  Government  of  the  faid  Pro- 
vince. 

They 
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They  exprefs  very  flrong  Apprehenfions  of  the 
Mifchiefs  that  mull  attend  the  Operation  of  this 
Bill ;  and  they  more  efpecially  lament  the  Aboli- 
tion of  thofe  mofl  valuable  Parts  of  the  EngUJh 
Law,  which  relate  to  the  Protection  of  perfonal 
Liberty,  by  Means  of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
and  of  thofe  which  eftabliih  the  Trial  by  Jury  in 
civil  Cafes  ;  which  Abolition,  they  conceive  to 
be  involved  in  thofe  very  general  Words  of  the 
new  Act,  which  direct,  "  That  in  all  Matters  of 
Property  and  civil  Rights,  refort  mall  be  had  to 
the  Laws  of  Canada,  and  not  to  the  Laws  of 
England.'9 

This  total  Expulfion  of  the  Laws  of  England, 
and  total  Refloration  of  the  Laws  of  Canada,  in 
civil  Matters,  which  is  fo  grievous  to  themfelves, 
they  alledge  to  have  been  no  way  necefiary  to  the 
Satisfaction  of  the  Canadians;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  declare,  that  the  Majority  of  thofe 
new  Subjects  of  his  Majefly,  have  rather  exprefTed 
a  liking  for  the  general  Body  of  the  Laws  of 
England,  fince  they  have  had  Experience  of  them, 
than  a  Wifh  to  fee  their  former  Laws  reftored ; 
having  enjoyed,  and  being  always  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge they  have  enjoyed,  a  greater  Degree  of 
Liberty  for  their  Perfons,  Security  for  their  Proper- 
ty, and  Encouragement  to  the  Exertion  of  their  In- 
duftry  in  Trade  and  Agriculture,  fince  the  Intro- 

D  3  duction 
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duclion  of  the  Laws  of  England  into  the  Pro- 
vince, than  ever  they  had  known  before,  together 
with  what  they  value,  perhaps  more  than  all  the 
reft,  an  Exemption  from  the  infolent  and  capri- 
cious Treatment  of  their  former  Superiors.  And 
in  Purfuanceofthis  favorable  Opinion  entertained 
by  them  of  the  Englijh  Laws,  great  Numbers  of 
them  were  lad  Year  difpofed,  as  my  Correfpon- 
dents  allure  me,  in  the  moft  pofitive  Terms,  to 
join  with  the  EngliJIo  Inhabitants  of  the  Province, 
in  petitioning  his  Majefly  for  the  Continuance  of 
the  Englijh  Laws,  and  were  only  deterred  from 
fo  doing,  by  falfe  Alarms  fpread  amongft  them  by 
their  Superiors,  concerning  the  Dangers  to  which 
their  Religion  would  be  expofed,  if  they  joined 
with  the  Englijh  in  any  public  Reprefentations. 

The  PafTage  of  the  Letter  of  my  Correfpon- 
dents,  in  which  they  relate  this  important  FacT, 
is  fo  remarkable,  that  I  beg  Leave  to  tranfcribe 
the  very  Words  of  it ;  they  are  as  follow  :  "  In 
juftice  to  the  Bulk  of  the  Canadian  Inhabitants, 
who  have  formerly  fmarted  under  the  Rigour  of 
the  French  Government,  and  the  Caprice  of 
petty  Tyrants  of  thole  Days,  we  muff  confefs, 
that  they  prefer  infinitely  Engtifh  Law,  which  fe- 
cures  their  Liberty  and  Property,  and  gives  a  free 
Scope  to  their  Induftry,  and  dread  falling  again 
under  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  Canada" 
This  we  declare,  upon  our  certain  Knowledge, 

as 
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as  very  great  Numbers,  throughout-the  Province, 
liave  offered  to  join  us  in  petitioning  for  die -Con- 
tinuance of  Engli/h  Laws,  and  difavowing  their 
Confent,  Privity,  or  Knowledge  of  the  Petition 
that  was  lent  Home  lad  Year  in  their  Names, 
though  iigned  only  by  a  few  Perfons  in  the  Pro- 
vince ;  but  when  we  had  prepared  a  Paper  at 
their  Defire,  for  them  to  fign,  expreffing  thefe 
well-known  Facts,  they  informed  us,  that  they 
were  with-held  by  their  Superiors,  and  command- 
ed not  to  join  the  Englijh  in  any  public  Reprefen- 
tations  \  for  if  they  did,  they  were  afTured,  that 
they  would  infallibly  be  deprived  of  their  Reli- 
gion *,  but  if  they  remained  quiet,  they  might 
depend  upon  it,  that  the  Englijh  Laws  would  not 
be  changed. 

From  this  State  of  the  Sentiments  of  the  Majo- 
rity of  the  Canadians,  it  is  evident,  that  it  was  by 
no  Means  necefTary  to  their  Satisfaction,  that  the 
whole  Body  of  the  French  Laws  upon  civil  Mat- 
ters mould  be  revived,  and  the  Englijh  Laws  upon 
thofe  Subjects  fuppreffed  ;  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  great  and  valuable  End  might  have 
been  better  obtained,  by  reviving  or  confirm- 
ing only  fuch  Parts  of  the  former  French  Laws 
as  related  to  the  Tenures  of  Land,  the  Manner 
of  conveying  and  fettling  it,  and  the  TranfmiiTion 
of  it  to  new  PofTelTors,  by  Dower  and  Inheri- 
tance upon  the  Deaths  of  its  Owners,  and  per- 

D  4  haps 


t  56  ] 

haps  a  few  other  Heads  of  French  Law,  that 
might  be  necefTary  to  their  domeftic  Peace  and 
Family  Concerns,  to  which  Revival  of  fuch  Parts 
only  of  the  French  Laws,  the  Britijh  and  Protef- 
tant  Settlers  have  often  declared,  and  do  now 
again  declare  on  this  Occafion,  that  they  fhoukl 
not  have  had  the  lead  Objection. 

And  my  Correfpondents  further  direct  me  to 
inform  you,  that  though  they  are  pleated  to  fee 
that  the  criminal  Laws  of  England  have  been  per- 
mitted by  the  late  Act  to  continue  in  the  Pro- 
vince, they  are  neverthelefs  uneafy  at  the  exten- 
fivz  Powers  of  altering  thofe  j^aws,  and  making 
new  ones  upon  thofe  high  and  important  Sub- 
jects, which  are  veiled  by  it  in  a  legiflative 
Council  of  a  very  dependent  Conftitution  ;  and 
they  particularly  lament,  that  this  legiflative 
Council,  dependent  as  it  is,  is  not  eftablifhed  for 
a  few  Years  only,  till  it  may  be  found  conveni- 
ent to  fummon  an  AfTembly  of  the  Province,  but 
is  appointed  for  an  indefinite  Length  of  Time,  as 
if  it  were  intended  to  be  the  permanent  Mode  of 
Government  in  that  Country. 

And  in  the  lad  Place,  they  exprefs  their  Con- 
cern at  obferving,  that  though  the  Popifh  Reli- 
gion is  eftablifhed  in  the  Province,  by  the  Claufe 
in  the  late  Act,  which  compels  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic 
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tholic  Inhabitants  to  pay  to  their  Priefts  the 
Tythes  that  were  formerly  due  to  them,  (which 
in  Coniequence  of  Sir  Jeffery  AmherJFs  exprefs 
Refufal  of  the  French  General's  Demand  in  that 
Behalf,  at  the  Time  of  the  Capitulation  andSur-  . 
render  of  the  whole  Country,  in  September,  1760, 
they  have  not  hitherto  been  obliged  by  Law  to 
do)  yet  no  Provifion  is  made  in  it  for  the  Encou- 
ragement of  the  Proteflant  Religion.  Thefe 
Considerations,  they  fay,  fill  their  Minds  with 
melancholy  Apprehenfions  of  the  Evils  that  may 
arife  from  the  malignant  Principles  and  overbear- 
ing Spirit  of  the  Romifti  Church,  when  elated  by 
fhefe  Marks  of  public  Favor. 

They,  therefore,  take  the  Liberty,  humbly  to 
intreat  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  the  Court  of  Alder- 
men, and  Common  Council  of  this  great  City,  to 
exert  themfelves  once  more  in  their  Behalf,  by 
recommending  it  to  the  worthy  Members,  who 
reprefent  them  in  Parliament,  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
Endeavours  to  recover  and  confirm  the  civil  and 
religious  Rights  of  no  inconsiderable  Number  of 
honeft  and  enterprizing  Subjects  of  the  Crown, 
who  have  been  induced,  by  the  royal  Proclama- 
tion of  Oolober,  iy6$9  to  fettle  in  that  diftant 
Country,  and  to  rifk  their  Lives  and  Fortunes 
there  with  Chearfulnefs  and  Confidence,  under 
the  moil  folemn  Prornife  of  enjoying  in  it  imme- 
diately the  Benefit  of  the  Laws  of  England^  and  in 

due 
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due  Time,  that  of  a  provincial  Alfembly,  with 
the  ufual  Powers  of  Leg-illation. 


Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  Sentiments  which  I  am  au- 
thorifecito  exprefs  to  you,  and  to  the  refpeclable 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  London  upon  this  Sub- 
ject, by  the  Committee  of  the  Proteftant  Settlers 
in  the  Province  of  Qiiebec,  whole  Names  are  thefe 
that  follow : 

James  Price,  John  Aitkin, 

Kandie  Meredith,  John  Welles, 

John  Blake,  John  Lees, 

Ifaac  Todd,  Zachary  MacAulay. 
TJio\  Walker, 

To  thefe  Sentiments  of  my  Conftituents,  I  beg 
Leave  to  add  a  few  Words  concerning  an  Event, 
which  I  am  informed,  has  lately  happened,  and 
which  bears  a  near  Relation  to  them,  I  mean  the 
public  Declaration  which  has  been  made  at  a 
Meeting  of  the  American  Merchants,  by  a  Gen- 
tleman connected  with  Government,  concerning 
fome  Refolutions  already  taken  upon  this  Sub- 
ject; for,  according  to  this  Declaration,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  Wifdom  and  Equity  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Minilters,  have  anticipated  the  Willies  of 
the  Proteftant  Settlers  in  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
with  Refpccl:  to  two  of  the  Points  above  com- 
plained 
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plained  of,  the  Abolition  of  the  Laws  con- 
cerning the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  con- 
cerning the  Trial  by  Jury  in  civil  Cafes,  and 
have  induced  them  to  direct  a  Draught  of  an  Or- 
dinance to  be  prepared  here  in  England,  under 
their  own  Infpeclion,  by  a  Gentleman  of  great 
Abilities,  in  order  to  be  lent  to  Quebec,  and  palled 
into  an  Ordinance  by  the  legiflative  Council  of 
the  Province,  for  re-eftablifhing  thofe  two  impor- 
tant Branches  of  the  Englijh  Law.  This  Pro- 
ceeding, at  the  fame  Time  that  it  gives  a  Sanc- 
tion to  the  Defires  of  my  Conitituents  upon  thofe 
Subjects,  affords  a  Proof  of  the  Uprightnefs  and 
Candour  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  the  Pu- 
rity of  their  Intentions  with  Refpect  to  this  Pro- 
vince, infomuch  that  I  cannot  but  indulge  myfelf 
in  the  Hope,  that  they  will  be  eafily  prevailed 
on  to  go  one  Step  further  in  this  good  Work, and 
gratify  my  Conftituents  in  the  Manner,  as  well  as 
the  Matter  of  their  Requeits,  by  promoting  the 
Eftablifliment  of  thefe  important  Points,  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  to  enlarge  and  amend  the  for- 
mer Act,  inflead  of  an  Ordinance  of  the  legifla- 
tive Council,  to  the  End  that  all  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Province,  both  French  and  EngUJk,  Roman 
Catholics  and  Proteflants,  may  have  the  lame 
folid  and  fatisfactory  Security  of  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament for  the  Enjoyment  of  thefe  great  Foun- 
dations of  their  civil  Liberty,  as  has  been  granted 
to  the  Roman   Catholic  Inhabitants  for  the  free 

Exercife 
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Exercife  of  their  Religion  and  the  legal  Main-, 
tenance  of  their  Clergy. 

1  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  and  humble  Servant, 

Francis  Maseres. 


WILKES,         Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Friday,  the  ioth  Day  of  February,   17*75. 

Mr.  Alderman  Kirkman  reported  from  the 
Committee,  appointed  the  thirty-firfl  Day  of 
January  laft,  to  draw  up  an  Anfwer  to  a  Letter 
prefented  unto  this  Court  by  Mr.  Alderman  Bull, 
which  he  had  lately  received  from  Francis  Maferes, 
Efquire,  Agent  to  the  Proteftant  Settlers  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  that  the  faid  Committee  had 
prepared  an  Anfwer,  which  he  delivered  into  this 
Court,  and  the  fame  was  read  and  agreed  to,  in  the 


following  Words  : 


To 
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To  the  Honourable  Mr.  Baron  Maferes,  Agent  to 
the  Proteftant  Settlers  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec. 

SIR, 
THE  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common 
Council  afifembled,  in  Anfwer  to  your  Letter, 
communicated  by  Mr.  Alderman  Bull,  defire  that 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  acquaint  the  Committee  of 
the  Proteftant  Settlers  of  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
for  whom  you  are  Agent,  that  nothing  in  the 
Power  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Common  Council,  (hall  be  wanting,  towards  pro- 
moting fo  defirable  a  Purpofe,  as  the  obtaining 
Redrefs  refpe&ing  the  late  Quebec  A 61,  for  the 
Proteftant  Settlers  in  Canada,  whole  Complaints 
againft  that  Law,  are  manifeftiy  founded  in  Juftice 
and  Reafon. 

The  pernicious  Tendency  of  the  Quebec  Act,  is 
fufliciently  evident  to  all  Peribns  of  Impartiality 
and  Difcernment,  and  it  is  therefore,  eafy  to 
conceive,  agreeable  to  the  Reprefentation  made  by 
your  Conftituents,  that  the  Majority  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Canada,  even  thofe  profefling  the 
Roman  Catholic  Religion,  could  not  have  been 
defirous  of  fuch  a  Law.  Men  who  were  born 
under  an  arbitrary  Government,  but  who  were 

afterwards 
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afterwards  happily  placed  in  a  State  of  Freedom, 
muft  have  been  void  of  Underftanding,  and 
deftitute  of  the  common  Feelings  of  human  Na- 
ture, if  they  had  been  defirous  of  again  return- 
ing to  the  unhappy  Situation  of  thofe  who  are 
fubjected  to  defpotic  Laws.  And  it  cannot  excite 
any  Surprife,  that  Deceit  and  Mifrepreientation 
were  employed,  to  render  the  Inhabitants  of 
Canada  filent  and  acquiefcent,  when  Meafures 
were  concerting  fo  prejudicial  to  their  bed  and 
greater!  Interefcs. 

The  Scheme,  that  is  faid  to  be  in  Agitation,  of 
granting  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Canada^  the  Pri- 
vileges of  Trial  by  Jury  in  civil  Cafes,  and  of 
the  Wyit  of  Habeas  Corpus^  to  be  ordained  by  a 
legiflative  Council,  holding  their  Seats  at  the  Will 
of  the  Crown,  (an  Inftitution  of  which  the  Hif- 
tory  of  our  Country  furnifhes  no  Precedent,  but 
in  the  moft  arbitrary  Times)  is  evidently  not  fuch. 
a  Security  as  Britijh  Subjects  are  intitled  to.  Pri- 
vileges of  fo  important  a  Nature,  ought  to  be 
held  by  an  Authority  truly  legal,  and  not  de- 
pend for  their  Continuance  on  Royal  Will  and 
Pleafure,  which  is  a  Tenure,  totally  inconiiftent 
with  the  Genius  and  Spirit  of  the  Britijh  Confti- 
tution.  The  Power  of  abrogating  old  Laws  and 
of  making  new,  is  of  too  great  Importance  to  be 
poiieiTed  by  any  Man,  or  by  any  Body  of  Men, 
unlefs  fuch  as  are  elected  by  \he  People  them- 

felves, 
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felves,  and  whom  they  think  proper  to  confti- 
tute  as  their  Delegates  and  Truftees. 

We  pray  you,  Sir,  particularly  to  exprefs  to 
your  Constituents  our  fincere  Concern,  at  feeing 
that  by  the  Authority  of  the  Briti/Jo  Parliament,  it 
is  enacted,  "  That  his  Majefty's  Subjects  pro- 
*■  felling  the  Religion  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
"  may  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  the  free  Exercife 
M  of  their  Religion-,  and  that  the  Clergy  of: 
"  the  faid  Church  may  hold,  receive,  and  en- 
"  joy  their  accuftomed  Dues  and  Rights  ;"  at  the 
fame  Time,  that  as  far  as  depends  on  the  Provi- 
fions  of  that  Aft,  the  Proteftant  Religion  is  even 
untolerated. 

As  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  City  of  London,  are  zealous 
to  preferve  their  own  Liberties,  and  thofe  of 
their  Country,  and  to  tranfmit  them  undiminifhed 
and  unimpaired  to  Poflerity,  lb  it  is  their  earned 
Defire,  that  the  Bleffing  of  Freedom  may  be  en- 
joyed by  the  Inhabitants  of  every  Part  of  the 
Britijh  Empire  5  and  you  may  afiure  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Proteftant  Settlers  of  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  that  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  City 
of  London  in  Parliament,  who  are  all  Members  of 
this  Court,  have  been,  and  will  be  requefted  to- 
ule  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to  procure  a  Re- 
peal 
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peal  of  the  late  Quebec  Act;  an  Act,  which  is 
equally  repugnant  to  the  Principles  of  Eritijh 
Law  and  Britifo  Liberty,  inconfiftent  with 
Equity  and  Juftice,  and  contrary  to  every  Prin- 
ciple of  found  Policy. 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Court  doth  requeft 
the  Members  who  ferve  for  this  City  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  iuch  other  Members  of  this  Court  as 
are  Members  of  Parliament,  to  ufe  their  En- 
deavours for  a  Repeal  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
pallid  lail  Seffions,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for 
"  making  more  effectual  Provifion  for  the  Go- 
"  vernment  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  in 
"  North  America'9 


WILKES, 
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WILKES,        Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Monday,  the  13th  Day  of  February,   ijj 


5' 


RESOLVED,  That  the  prefent  Situation  of 
our  public  Affairs,  in  Coniequence  of  the  fe- 
vere  Proceedings  againft  the  American  Colonies, 
is  fo  exceedingly  alarming,  that  it  is  the  Duty  of 
this  Court,  to  ufe  every  pofTible  Endeavour  to  pre- 
vent all  further  Oppreffion,  and  to  obtain  Relief 
to  fo  numerous  and  valuable  a  Part  of  our  Fellow 
Subjects. 

RESOLVED,  That  as  a  Bill  is  propofed  to  be 
brought  into  Parliament,  to  prohibit  the  New 
England  Fifhery,  which,  if  complied  with,  may 
materially  injure  the  commercial  Interefts  of  this 
City,  and  of  the  Kingdom  in  general,  the  Lord 
Mayor  be  requeued  by  this  Court  to  convene  the 
fame,  to  confider,  Whether  it  may  not  be  the 
Duty  of  this  Court  to  petition  Parliament  againft 
the  propofed  Bill,  the  Principles  of  which,  lb  far 
as  they  have  been  hitherto  declared,  appear  to  be 
repugnant  both  to  Juftice  and  the  true  Interefts 
of  the  Britijh  Empire. 

E  WILKES, 
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WILKES,       Mayor, 

A  Common  Council  holdcn  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
tfuefday,  the  2 1  ft  Day  of  February,   1775. 

THE  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor, 
laid  before  this  Court  a  printed  Copy  of  a  Bill 
now  depending  in  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons,  intituled,  "  A  Bill  to  reftrain  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Province  of  Maf- 
fachufets  Bay,  and  New  HampfJoire,  and  Colonies 
of  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  IJl-and,  and  Providence 
Plantation,  in  North  America,  to  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  Britijlo  Iilands  in  the  JVeft  Indies  -, 
and  to  prohibit  fuch  Provinces  and  Colonies  from' 
carrying  on  any  Fifhery  on  the  Banks  of  New* 
foundland,  or  other  Places  therein  to  be  mentioned, 
under  certain  Conditions,  and  for  a  Time  to  be 
limitted  ;"  and  the  laid  Bill  was  read. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Meafures  of  Admi- 
niftration  refpedting  our  Fellow  Subjects  in 
America,  adopted  by  the  late  Parliament,  appear 
to  tills  Court  in  the  highed  Degree  dangerous 
and  alarming,  and  demand  our  moft  ferious  At- 
tention. 

RESOLVED,  That  as  the  Opinion  of  this 
Court  hath  already  been  very  fully  and  particu- 
larly 


[     67     ] 

jarly  declared,  againft  an  Act  of  the  late  Parlia* 
ment,  intituled,    "An  Act  for  the  making  more 
64  effectual  Provifion  for  the  Government  of  the 
u  Province  of  Quebec,  in  North  America."     We 
think  it  equally  our  Duty  to  bear  Teflimony  alfo 
againft  four  other  Acts  of  the  faid  Parliament, 
which  we  efteem  highly  injurious  to  our  Fellow* 
fubjects  in  America,    viz.      An    Act,   intituled* 
u  An  Act   for  the  better  regulating  the  Govern- 
"  ment  of  the  Province  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay\ 
c;  m  New  England."     And  alfo  an  Act,  intituled, 
*'  An  Act    for  the  impartial  Adminiftration  of 
"  Juftice,  in  the  Cafes  of  Perfons  queftioned  for 
ct  any  Acts  done  by  them,  in  the  Execution  of  the 
"  Law,  or  for  the  Suppreffion  of  Riots  and  Tu- 
f*  mults  in  the  Province  of  the  Majfachufets  Bay, 
r  in  New  England."     And  alfo  an  Act,  intituled, 
r  An  Act  to  difcontinue,  in  fuch  Manner  and  for 
<c  fuch  Time  as  are  therein  mentioned,  the  land- 
<l  ing  and    difcharging,     lading  or   fhipping  of 
r  Goods,    Wares    and    Merchandizes,    at    the 
"Town,  and  within   the   Harbour  of  Bojlon,  in 
f  the  Province  of   Majfachufets    Bay,   in    North 
"  A ;  erica"     And  alfo  an  Act,  intituled,    "  An 
r  Act  for  the  better  providing  fuitable  Quarters 
r  for  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  his  Majefty's  Service 
"  in  North  America"     They    appearing   to   this 
Court,    to  be  not  only  contrary  to  many  of  the 
fundamental  Principles  of  the  Englifh  Conftitu- 
tion,   and  mod  effential  Rights  of  the  Subject, 

E  2  but 
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but  alfo  apparently  inconfiftent  with  natural 
Juftice  and  Equity,  and  we  2re  therefore  of  Opi- 
nion, that  our  Fellow  Subjects,  the  Americans, 
are  juftified  in  every  conftitutional  Oppofition 
to  the  faid  Act. 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  Queftion  put,  That 
the  Bill  depending  in  Parliament,  intituled,  lc  A 
"  Bill  to  reftrain  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the 
<c  Province  of  Majfacbufets  Bay,  &x."  be  referred 
to  a  Committee,  to  coniider,  whether  there  are 
any  Parts  thereof  which  may  be  proper  for  this 
Court  «to  oppofe,  and  report  the  fame  to  this 
Court,  on  Tburfday  Morning  next ;  the  fame  was 
unanimoufly  refolved  in  the  Affirmative,  and  a 
Committee  was  appointed  accordingly. 


WILKES, 
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WILKES,         Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall,  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Tburfday,  the  23d  Day  of  February,   1775. 

THE  Committee,  appointed  by  this  Court,  the 
twenty-firft  Inftant,  to  confi der  whether  there 
are  any  Parts  in  the  Bill  depending  in  Parlia- 
ment, intituled,  "  A  Bill  to  reftrain  the  Trade 
"  and  Commerce  of  the  Province  of  Majfacbufeis 
"  Bay,  and  New  Hampjbire,  &c."  which  may  be 
proper  for  this  Court  to  oppcfe,  did  this  Day 
deliver  into  this  Court,  a  Report  in  Writing, 
under  their  Hands,  which  was  read  in  thefe 
Words : 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London, 
in  Common  Council  affembled. 

WE,  whofe  Names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed, 
your  Committee,  appointed  by  this  Honourable 
"Court  the  twenty-firft  Inftant,  to  confider  whe- 
ther there  are  any  Parts  in  the  Bill  depending  in 
Parliament,  intituled,  "  A  Bill  to  reftrain  the 
"  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Province  of 
"  MaJJachufets  Bay,  and  New  Hampjbire,  &c." 
which  may  be  proper  for   this  Court  to  oppofe, 

E  3  and 
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and  to  report  the  fame  to  this  Court,  on 
this  Morning :  Do  humbly  Certify,  that 
we  have  met  for  that  Purpofe,  and  having 
had  the  faid  Bill  feveral  times  read  and  duly 
confidered  the  fame,  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  fol- 
lowing Parts  in  the  faid  Bill,  may  be  proper  for 
this  Court  to  oppofe. 

I.  So  much  of  the  Principles  of  the  faid 
Bill  as  prohibit  fuch  Provinces  and  Colonies 
for  carrying  on  any  Fifhery  on  the  Banks  of 
Nczvfoundland,  or  other  Places  therein  to  be  men- 
tioned, under  certain  Conditions,  and  for  a 
Time  to  be  limited. 

II.  Page  5,  Claufe  10.  Whereby  the  North 
Americans  are  retrained  from  importing  Wine5 
Salt,  &c.  except  Korfes,  Victuals  and  Linen 
Cloth,  the  Produce  and  Manufacture  of  Ireland \ 
imported  directly  from  thence. 


III.  Page  5,  Claufe  i  i.  Becaufe  it  gives  a 
Power  to  Ills  Majefty's  Officers  by  Land  and  Sea, 
to  licence  Smuggling. 

IV.  Page  6,  Claufe  13.  Becaufe  it  prevents 
any  Subject  or.  Great  Britain,  and  Ireland,  or  any 
d  rife  rent  Province,  from  being  Part  Owners  of  any 
Amebian  Ship  or  Veficl,  allowed  by  the  laid  Act, 
to  curry  on   the  Fifhery, 

V, 
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V.  Page  8,  Claufe  18.  Becaufe  it  veils  an  un- 
due Authority  in  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
MaJJachufets  Bay,  over  the  Provinces  therein  men- 
tioned ;  all  which  we  fubmit  to  this  Honourable 
Court,    this  23d  Day  of  February ,   1775. 

William  Hurford,  Frederick  Bull, 

Thomas  Hyde,  John  Sawbridge, 

James  Sharp,  Richard  Oliver, 

Edward  Tutet,  George  Bellas, 

Thomas  Harrifon,  William  Saxby, 

William  Stone,  Edward  Howfe, 

And  a  Motion  being  made,  and  Queftion  put, 
That  this  Court  doth  agree  with  the  Committee 
in  their  faid  Report,  the  fame  was  refolved  in 
the  Affirmative. 

Another  Motion  was  made,  and  Queftion  put, 
That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  to  withdraw 
immediately  to  draw  up  a  Petition  to  the  Honour- 
able Houfe  of  Commons  againft  the  faid  Bill; 
the  fame  was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative. 

And  the  faid  Committee  withdrew  accordingly, 
and  returning  again  into  Court,  prefented  a  Draft 
of  a  Petition  by  them  prepared,  which  being 
twice  read,  and  fome  Amendments  made  thereto, 
was  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  in  the  following 
Words. 

E  4  Wo 
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Tb  the   Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 

in  Parliament  ajfembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City  of 
London^   in  Common  Council  aflembled. 

Sbeweth, 
THAT  although  your  Petitioners  bear  all  due 
Refpedt  to  the  Policy  of  thofe  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment which  have  antiently  preferved  to  Great 
Britain,  a  riecefiary  and  beneficial  Share  of  Com- 
merce with  our  Colonies,  yet  they  are  exceedingly 
alarmed  at  the  Confluences  that  mull  enfue,  if 
the  Bill  now  depending  in  this  Honourable  Houfe, 
fhould  pais  into  a  Law,  intituled,  "  A  Bill  to  rer 
c  ftrain  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Majfstcbufets 
c  Bay  and  New  Hampjhire,  and  Colonies  of 
1  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Ifland,  and  Providence 
c  Plantation  in  North  America,  to  Great  Britain, 
i  It  eland,  and  the  Bntijh  I  fles  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
6  and  to  prohibit  fuch  Provinces  and  Colonies 
1  from  carrying  on  any  Fifhery  on  the  Banks 
4  of  Newfoundland,  or  other  Places  therein  to  be 
fc  mentioned,  under  certain  Conditions,  and  for 
c  a  Time  to  be  limitted;"  the  laid  Bill,  as  your 
Petitioners  conceive,  being  unjuftly  founded,  be- 
caulc  it  involves  the  whole  in  the  Puniihment 
intended  for  the  fuppoled  Offence  of  a  few. 

That 
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That  it  mud,  in  its  confequences,  overwhelm 
Thoufands  of  his  Majefty's  Subjects  with  the  ut- 
moft  Poverty  and  Diftrefs,  inafmuch  as  they  will 
be  thereby  deprived  of  the  Fifheries  which  are  the 
natural  Means  of  iupporting  themlelves  and  Fa- 
milies. 

That  the  extenfive  Commerce  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  Colonies,  will,  by  this  Bill,  be 
greatly  injured,  as  a  capital  Source  of  Remittance 
will  be  Hopped,  which  will  not  only  difconnect 
the  future  commercial  Intercourfe  between  thofe 
Colonies  and  this  Country,  but  it  will  eventually 
render  them  incapable  of  paying  the  large  Debts 
already  due  to  the  Merchants  of  this  City. 

That  the  utmoft  Confufion  will  probably  en- 
fue  from  enforcing  this  Bill,  if  paffed  into  a  Law, 
as  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  a  great  Number  of 
Men,  naturally  hardy  and  brave,  will  quietly  fub- 
mit  to  a  Law,  which  will  reduce  them  to  almoil 
Famine,  they  not  having  within  themlelves  Pro- 
vifions  fufricient  for  their  Subfiuence, 

That  it  will  induce  the  French  to  extend  their 
Fifheries,  and  by  that  Means  encreafe  the  Wealth 
and  Strength  of  our  Rivals  in  Trade,  to  the  great 
Prejudice  of  this  Country. 

That 
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That  your  Petitioners  feel  for  the  many  Hard- 
fhips  which  their  Fellow-  fubjects  in  America  al- 
ready labour  under,  from  the  Execution  of  feve- 
ral  late  Acts  of  Parliament,  evidently  partial  and 
oppreflive,  and  which  feem  to  be  extended  and 
continued  by  this  Bill,  inafmuch  as  it  confirms 
thofe  Acts,  which  in  particular  Cafes  deprive  the 
American  Subject  of  Trial  by  Jury ;  prohibits  the 
Inhabitants  from  carrying  Provifion  from  one 
Colony  to  another ;  invites  a  contraband  Trade 
under  military  Protections,  prevents  any  Subject 
of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  from  being  Part 
Owner  of  certain  American  Ships  or  VefTels  ;  and 
veils  an  undue  and  dangerous  Authority  in  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  Majfacbufets  Bay. 

Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray 
this  Honourable  Houfe,  that  the  fai4 
Bill  may  not  pafs  into  a  Law? 


WILKES, 


[     75     ] 

WILKES,     Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Tuefday,   the  1 4th  Day  of  M arch,  1775. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor  ac- 
quainted this  Court,  that  he  had  called  them 
together,  to  consider  of  a  Petition  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  againfl:  a  Bill  now  depending,  inti- 
tuled, "  An  Act  to  reftrain  the  Trade  and 
"  Commerce  of  the  Province  of  Majjachufets 
"  Bav,  &c."  and  a  Motion  being  made,  and 
Question  put,  That  this  Court  doth  agree  to 
petition  the  Right  Honourable  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  againfl:  the  faid  Bill,  the  fame  was  refolved 
in  the  Affirmative;  which  Petition  is  as  follows  ; 

To  the   Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  in  Parliament  ajfembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London,  in 
Common  Council  aflembied. 

Sheweth, 

THAT  your  Petitioners  conceive,  that  the 
Bill  now  depending  in  this  Honourable  Houfe, 
intituled,  "  An  Act  to  reftrain  the  Trade  and 
f*  Commerce  of  the  Province  of  Majfachufets  Bay, 
**  and  NewHampfiire,  and  Colonies  oi&nnefticut, 
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c<  and  Rhode  JJland,  and  Providence  Plantation, 
"  in  North  America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
u  and  the  Britift  Mands  in  the  JVeji  Indies ;  and 
"  to  prohibit  fuch  Provinces  and  Colonies  from 
u  carrying  on  any  Fifhery  on  the  Banks  of  New- 
"  found! and,  or  other  Places  therein  mentioned, 
"  under  certain  Conditions  andLimitations;"  will, 
if  paffed  into  a  Law,  be  of  moft  pernicious  Ten- 
dency, and  dangerous  in  its  Confequence  to  the 
latere  ft  and  Commerce  both  of  Great  Britain  and 
her  Colonies. 

Your  Petitioners  humbly  apprehend,  that  if 
the  faid  Bill  mould  be  parTed  into  a  Law,  the 
trading  VefTels  of  his  Majefty's  Subjects  will  be 
in  a  moft  unconditional  Manner,  fubjected  to 
the  Difcretion  and  Controul  of  military  Power, 
and  that  the  general  Principles  of  the  faid  Bill,  are 
repugnant  to  Equity  and  the  Rights  of  Britijh 
Subjects. 

Your  Petitioners  apprehend,  that  the  Defign 

of  the   faid   Bill,   to  deprive   the  Inhabitants  of 

Majfachufets    Bay,     and    New    HampJIfire,     and 

Colonies'   of  Conneclicut,  and    Rhode  IJland,  and 

providence  Plantation,  in   North  America,  of  the 

Liberty   of  Fifhing  on  the  Banks   of  Newfound- 

land)  is  contrary  to  every  Principle  of  Humanity 

and   Policy-,    that  it  is   highly  injurious  to  our 

North  American   Fellow-fubjecTts,    and   prohibits 

the  molt  bencficialMeans  of  carrying  on  the  New* 
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foundland  Fifhery ;  a  Trade  affording  to  this 
Country  the  greateft  commercial  Advantages  ; 
and  the  laid  Bill  tends  to  throw  that  important 
Fifhery  into  the  Hands  of  a  powerful  commercial 
Rival,  for  whom  a  careful  and  efpecial  Provifion 
is  made  by  this  Bill,  whilft  common  Juftice  is 
denied  to  Britijh  Subjects. 

Your  Petitioners  further  apprehend,  that  leav- 
ing the  Operation  or  Sufpeniion  of  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament to  depend  on  the  Difcretion  of  any 
Governor,  is  a  moil  alarming  Violation  of  the 
Principles  of  the  Britijh  Conftitution,  and  though 
there  hath  been  an  In  fiance  of  this  in  fome  late 
A6h,  yet  your  Petitioners  conceive  it  to  be  highly 
unwarrantable  and  dangerous. 

Your  Petitioners  humbly  apprehend,  that  if 
the  faid  Bill  mould  pafs  into  a  Law,  it  can  have 
no  other  Effect  than  to  widen  that  unhappy 
Breach,  which  now  fubfifls  between  the  Colonies 
and  the  Mother  Country,  and  may  therefore  be 
productive  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequences 
to  both. 

The  fupreme  legiflative  Authority  of  this  free 
Country,  cannot  be  founded  on  arbitrary  Power, 
but  is  itfelf  limitted  to  preferve  the  Conftitu- 
tional  Rights  of  every  Part  of  the  Britijh  Empire. 

The  American  Colonies  have  contributed  inef- 
timable  Benefits   to  this  Country,  becaufe  they 
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derive  from  the  Conftitution  of  England,  and 
have  participated  with  us  the  Enjoyments  of  free 
Subjects,  reftricted  only  by  wife  Regulations 
of  Trade,  from  which  Ireland  and  America  have 
promoted  the  general  Profperity  of  the  Britijh 
Empire,  and  thence  received  the  Protection  of 
Great  Britain.  And  your  Petitioners  prefume  to 
add,  that  oppreffive  Meafures  refpecting  the 
Colonies,  muft  eventually  be  highly  pernicious 
to  Great  Britain,  which  has  been  brought  to  its 
prefent  Dignity  and  Splendour  by  the  Freedom  of 
its  Conftitution,  and  its  adherence  to  Equity  and 
Humanity,  but  may  be  reduced  to  Deftruction  by 
Meafures  founded  on  Injustice  and  Defpotifm. 

Your  Petitioners   therefore    humbly   pray, 
that  the  faid  Bill  may  not  pafs  into  a  Law* 
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WILKES,         Mayor. 

In  a  Meeting  or  A  (Terribly  of  the  Mayof, 
Aldermen,  and  Liverymen  of  the  feveral 
Companies  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
mon Hall  aiTembled,  at  the  Guildhall  of  the 
faid  City,  on  IVednefday,  the  5th  Day  of 
Aprils  1775, 

A  Motion  was  made,  and  Queftion  put,  That 
an  humble  Addrefs,  Remonftrance,  and  Pe- 
tition, be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  from  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Livery  of  the 
City  of  London,  in  Common  Hall  aiTembled, 
againft  the  Meafures  adopted  with  refpecl  to 
America,  the  fame  was  refolved  in  the  Affirma- 
tive •,  and  an  humble  Addrefs,  Remonftrance, 
and  Petition  to  his  Majefty  being  prefented,  a 
Motion  was  made,  that  the  fame  be  read,  and 
the  Queftion  being  put,  it  was  refolved  in  the 
Affirmative,  whereupon  the  fame  v/as  read  as 
follows  : 

To  the  King's  mojl  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs,  Remonftrance,    and   Pe- 
tition  of  the   Lord   Mayor,    Aldermen,    and 
Livery  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Hali 
afternbled. 

WE, 
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WE,yourMajefty's  dutiful  and  loyal  Subjects, 
the  Lord  Mayor,    Aldermen,  and  Livery  of  the 
City  of   London,    beg    Leave  to   approach   the 
Throne,    and  to  declare  our  Abhorrence  of  the 
Meafures   which  have  been  purfued  and  are  now 
purfuing  to  the  Oppreffion  of  our  Fellow-fubjecls 
in  America ;  thefe  Meafures  are  big  with  all  the 
Confequences  wThich  can  alarm  a  free  and  com- 
mercial People.      A   deep,    and   perhaps    fatal 
Wound  to  Commerce;  the  Ruin  of  Manufactures  •, 
the  Diminution  of  the  Revenue;  and  confequent 
Increafe  of  Taxes;  the  Alienation  of  the  Colonics, 
and  the  Blood  of  your  Majefty's  Subjects. 

But  your  Petitioners  look  with  lefs  Horror  at 
the  Confequences  than  at  the  Purpofe  of  theie 
Meafures  •,  not  deceived  by  the  fpecious  Artifice 
of  calling  Defpotifm  Dignity,  they  plainly 
perceive  that  the  real  Purpofe  is  to  eitablilri  ar- 
bitrary Power  over  all  America. 

Your  Petitioners  conceive  the  Liberties  of  the 
whole  to  be  inevitably  connected  with  thofe  of 
every  Fart  of  an  Empire,  founded  on  the  common 
Rights  of  Mankind  ;  they  cannot  therefore  ob- 
ferve,  without  the  greater!  Concern  and  Alarm, 
the  Conftitution  fundamentally  violated,  in  any 
Part  of  your  Majefty's  Dominion  -9  They  efteem 
it  an  elTential,  unalterable  Principle  of  Liberty, 
the  Source  and  Security  of  all  Conftitutional 
Rights,  that  no  Part  of  the  Dominion  can  be 
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taxed  without  being  reprefented.  Upon  this 
great  leading  Principle,  they  moil  ardently  wifh 
to  fee  their  Fellow- Subjects  in  America  fecured  in 
what  their  humble  Petition  to  your  Majefty  prays 
for,  Peace,  Liberty  and  Safety.  Subordination 
in  Commerce,  under  which  the  Colonies  have 
always  chearfully  acquiefced,  is,  they  conceive, 
all  that  this  Country  ought  in  Juftice  to  require; 
from  this  Subordination,  luch  Advantages  flow, 
by  all  the  Profits  of  their  Commerce  centering 
here,  as  fully  compenfate  this  Nation  for  the  Ex- 
pence  incurred,  to  which  they  alfo  contribute  in 
Men  and  Money  for  their  Defence  and  Protection 
during  a  general  War ;  and  in  their  Provincial 
Wars,  they  have  manifefted  their  R.eadinefs  and 
Refolution  to  defend  themfelves ;  to  require  more 
of  them  would,  for  this  Reafon,  derogate  from 
the  Juilice  and  Magnanimity  which  have  been 
hitherto  the  Pride  and  Character  of  this  Country. 

It  is  therefore,  with  the  deepeft  Concern, 
that  we  have  feen  the  facred  Security  of  Repre- 
fentation  rn  their  AfTemblies  wrefted  from  them  ; 
the  Trial  by  Jury  abolifhed;  and  the  odious 
Powers  of  Excife  extended  to  allCafes  of  Revenue ; 
the  Sanctuary  of  their  Houfes  laid  open  to  Vio- 
lation at  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  every  Officer 
and  Servant  in  the  Cuitoms  ;  the  Difpenfation  of 
Juftice  corrupted,  by  rendering  their  Judges  de- 
pendant, for  their  Seats  and  Salaries,  on  the  Will 
of  the  Crown ;   Liberty  and  Life  rendered  pre- 
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carious,  by  fubjecting  them  to  be  dragged  over 
the  Ocean,  and  tried  for  Treaibn  or  Felony  here, 
where  the  Diftance  making  it  impoffible  for  the 
mod  Guiltlefs  to  maintain  his  Innocence,  muft 
deliver  him  up  a  Victim  to  minifterial  Vengeance  : 
Soldiers  and  others  in  Americd,hB.ve  been  inftigated 
to  flied  the  Blood  of  the  People,  by  eflablifhing  a 
Mode  of  Trial  which  holds  out  Impunity  for  fuch 
Murder  :  The  Capital  of  New  England  has  been 
punifhed  with  unexampled  Rigour,  untried  and 
unheard ;  involving  the  Innocent  and  the  Suf- 
pected  in  one  common  and  inhuman  Calamity  ; 
chartered  PJghtS  have  been  taken  away  without 
any  Forfeiture  proved,  in  order  to  deprive  the 
People  of  every  legal  Exertion  again flTyranny  of 
thejr  Rulers.  The  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and 
Trial  by  Jury  have  been  fuppreffed,  and  French 
defpotic  Government,  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Religion,  have  been  eftablifhed  by  Law,  over 
an  extenfive  Part  of  your  Majefty's  Dominions 
in  America  :  Dutiful  Petitions  for  Redrefs  of 
thefe  Grievances,  from  all  your  Majefty's  American 
Subjects  have  been  fruitlefs. 

To  fill  up  the  Meafure  of  thefe  Oppreflions, 
an  Army  has  been  fent  to  enforce  them ;  fuper- 
added  to  this,  Meafures  arc  now  planned  upon 
the  mod  mercilefs  Policy  of  ftarving  our  Fellow- 
Subjects  into  a  total  Surrender  of  their  Liberties, 
and  an  unlimited  Submiffion  to  arbitrary  Go- 
vernment* 
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Thefe  Grievances  have  driven  your  Majefty's 
faithful  Subjects  to  Defpair,  and  compelled  them 
to  haveRecourfe  to  that  Refiftance,  which  isjufti- 
fied  by  the  great  Principles  of  the  Conftitution ; 
actuated  by  which,  at  the  glorious  Period  of  the 
Revolution,  oiir  Anceftors  transferred  the  Impe- 
rial Crown  of  thefe  Realms,  from  the  popifll 
and  tyrannic  Race  of  the  Stuarts,  to  the  illuftri- 
ous  and  Proteftant  Houfe  of  Brunfwick. 

Your  Petitioners  are  perfuaded  that  thefe  Mea- 
fures  originate  in  the  fecret  Advice  of  Men,  who 
are  Enemies  equally  to  your  Majefty's  Title  and 
the  Liberties  of  your  People  ;  that  your  Majefty's 
Minifters  carry  them  into  Execution,  by  the  fame 
fatal  Corruption  which  has  enabled  them  to 
wound  the  Peace  and  violate  the  Conftitution  of 
this  Country ;  thus  they  poifon  the  Fountain  of 
public  Security,  and  render  that  Body,  which 
mould  be  the  Guardian  of  Liberty,  a  formidable 
Inftrument  of  arbitrary  Power. 

Your  Petitioners  do  therefore,  moil  earneftly 
befeech  your  Majefty,to  difmifs  immediately,  and 
for  ever  from  your  Councils,  thefe  Minifters  and 
Advifers,  as  the  flrft  Step  towards  a  full  Redrefs 
of  thofe  Grievances  which  alarm  and  afflict  your 
whole  People  ;  fo  ihall  Peace  and  Commerce  be 
reftored,  and  the  Confidence  and  Affection  of  all 
your  Majefty's  Subjects,  be  the  folid  Supporters 
of  your  Throne. 
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His  Majeftfs  Anfwer  to  the  faid  Addrefs. 

IT  is  with  the  utmoft  Aftonifhment,  that  I  find 
any  of  my  Subjects  capable  of  encouraging  the 
rebellious  Difpofition  which  unhappily  exifts  in 
fome  of  my  Colonies  in  North  America.  Having 
entire  Confidence  in  the  Wifdom  of  my  Parlia- 
ment, the  great  Council  of  the  Nation,  I  will 
fteadily  purfue  thofe  Meafures  which  they  have 
recommended  for  the  Support  of  the  Conflituti- 
onal  Rights  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Protection 
of  the  commercial  Interefts  of  my  Kingdoms. 


W ILKES, 
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WILKES,        Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Friday,  the  23d  Day  of  June,  1775,  and  in 
the  Fifteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King 
George  the  Third,  of  Great  Britain,  Sec. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor,  having 
received  a  Letter  from  the  General  Committee 
of  Aflbciation  for  the  City  and  County  of  New-  ; 
Tork,  addreffed  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lord  Mayor,  the  Aldermen,  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  London,  his  Lordfhip 
delivered  the  fame  into  this  Court,  and  it  was 
read  as  follows  : 

COMMITTEE     CHAMBER, 

New-York,  May,  5,  1775. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

DISTINGUISHED  as  you  are,  by  your  noble 
Exertions  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  and  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  expiring  Commerce  of  the  Em- 
pire-, you  neceflarily  command  the  moft  refpect- 
ful  Attention.     The  General  Committee  of  Afib- 
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ciation  for  the  City  and  County  of  New-Tcrk, 
beg  Leave  therefore  to  addrefs  you,  and  the 
Capital  of  the  Britijh  Empire,  through  its  Magis- 
trates, on  the  Subject  of  American  Wrongs.  Born 
to  the  bright  Inheritance  of  Englijh  Freedom,  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  extenfive  Continent,  can  never 
lubmit  to  the  ignominious  Yoke,  nor  move  in 
the  galling  Fetters  of  Slavery.  The  Difpofal  of 
their  own  Property  with  perfect  Spontaneity,  and 
in.  a  Manner  wholly  diverted  of  every  Appear- 
ance of  Conflraint,  is  their  indefeasible  Birthright. 
This  exalted  Bleffing  they  are  refolutely  deter- 
mined to  defend  with  their  Blood,  and  transfer  it 
uncontaminated  to  their  Pofterity. 

You  will  not  then  wonder  at  their  early  Jea- 
loufy  of  the  Defign  to  erect  in  this  Land  of  Li- 
berty, a  Defpotifm  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled  in 
the  Pages  of  Antiquity,  or  the  Volumes  of  mo- 
dern Times ;  a  Defpotifm,  con  filling  in  Power  af- 
fumed  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  a  Part  of  his 
Majefly's  Subjects,  at  their  fovereign  Will  and 
Pleafure  to  ftrip  the  reft  of  their  Property.  And 
what  are  the  Engines  of  Adminiftration  to  exe- 
cute this  deflructive  Project  ?  The  Duty  on  Tea ; 
opprefiive  Reftraints  on  the  Commerce  of  the 
Colonies  ;  the  Blockade  of  the  Port  of  Bo /Ion  •,  the 
Change  of  internal  Police  in  the  Majfachufets  Bay 
and  Quebec  ;  the  Eftablifhment  of  Popery  in  the 
latter ;  the  Extenfion  of  its  Bounds ;   the  Ruin 
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of  our  Indian  Commerce,  by  Regulations  calcu- 
lated to  aggrandize  that  arbitrary  Government ; 
unconftitutional  Admiralty  Jurifdictions  through- 
out the  Colonies  ;  the  Invafion  of  our  Right  to  a 
Trial  in  the  mod  capital  Cafes  by  a  Jury  of  the 
Vicinage  -,  the  horrid  Contrivance  to  fcreen  from 
Punifhment  the  bloody  Executioners  of  minifte- 
rial  Vengeance ;  and,  not  to  mention  the  reft  of 
the    black    Catalogue   of  our    Grievances,    the 
hoflile  Operations  of  an  Army,  who  have  already 
fhed  the  Blood  of  our  Countrvmen.     The  Strug- 
gles  excited   by  the  deteftable  Stamp  Act,  have 
ib  lately  demonstrated  to  the  World  that  Americans 
will  not   be  Slaves,  that  we  (land  aftonifhed  at 
the  grofs    Impolicy    of  the  Minifter.      Recent 
Experience  had   evinced,  that   the  PofTeiTors  of 
this  extenfive  Continent  would  never  fubmit  to  a, 
Tax   by  Pretext     of    legiQative    Authority    in 
Britain  :  Difguife  therefore  became  the  Expedi- 
ent.    In  purfuit  of  the  fame  End,  Parliament  de- 
clared their  abfqlute  Supremacy  over  the  Colonies, 
and  have   already  endeavoured   to  exercife   that 
Supremacy    in  attempting   to  raife  a  Revenue, 
under  the  fpecions  Pretence  of  providing  for  their 
good  Government  and  Defence.    Adminiftration, 
to  exhibit  a  Degree  of  Moderation,  purely  often- 
fible    and  deluibry,    while   they  withdrew  their 
Hands  from  our  mofl  neceffary  Articles  of  Im- 
portation, determined  with  an  eager  Grafp  to  hold 
the  Duty  on  Tea,  as   a  Eadge  of  their  taxative 
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Power.  Zealous  on  our  Part  for  an  indhToluble 
Union  with  the  Parent  State,  ftudious  to  pro- 
mote the  Glory  and  Happinefs  of  the  Empire, 
imprefled  with  a  juft  Senfe  of  the  Necefllty  of  a 
controuling  Authority  to  regulate  and  harmonize 
the  difcordant  commercial  Interefts  of  its  various 
Parts  ;  we  chearfully  fubmit  to  a  Regulation  of 
Commerce  by  the  Legiflature  of  the  Parent  State, 
excluding  in  its  Nature  every  Idea  of  Taxation. 

Whither,  therefore,  the  prefent  Machinations 
of  arbitrary  Power  infallibly  tend,  you  may  eafily 
judge;  if  unremitedly  purfued,  as  they  were  in- 
humanly devifed,  they  will,  by  a  fatal  NecefTity, 
terminate  in  a  total  Diflblution  of  the  Empire. 

The  Subjects  of  this  Country  will  not,  we 
truft,  be  deceived  by  any  Meafures  conciliatory 
in  Appearance,  while  it  is  evident  that  the  Mi- 
nifter  aims  at  a  folid  Revenue  to  be  raifed  by 
grievous  and  oppreffive  Acts  of  Parliament  •,  and 
by  Fleets  and  Armies  employed  to  enforce  their 
Execution.  They  never  will,  we  believe,  fub- 
mit to  an  Auction  in  the  Colonies  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual Augmentation  of  the  Revenue,  by  holding 
i  up  as  a  Temptation  to  them  that  the  higheft 
Bidders  mall  enjoy  the  greatefr.  Share  of  govern- 
mental Favour.  This  Plan,  as  it  would  tend  to 
fow  the  Seeds  of  Difcord,  would  be  far  more  dan- 
gerous than  hollile  Force  \  in  which  we  hope  the 
King's  Troops  will  ever  be,  as  they  have  already 
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been,  unfuccefsful.  Inftead  of  thofe  unufual,  extra- 
ordinary and  unconftitutional  Modes  of  procuring 
Levies  from  the  Subject,  mould  his  Majefty 
gracioufly  be  pleafed,  upon  fuitable  Emergencies, 
to  make  Requisitions  in  ancient  Form,  the  Co- 
lonies have  expreffed  their  Willingnefs  to  contri- 
bute to  the  Support  of  the  Empire  ;  but  to  con- 
tribute of  their  voluntary  Gift  as  Englijhmen : 
And  when  our  unexampled  Grievances  are  re- 
drelfed,  our  Prince  will  find  his  American  Subjects 
teftifying,  on  all  proper  Occafions,  by  ample 
Aids  as  their  Circumitances  will  permit,  the  mod 
unfhaken  Fidelity  to  their  Sovereign,  and  inviol- 
able Attachment  to  the  Welfare  of  his  Realm 
and  Dominions.  Permit  us  further  to  allure  you, 
that  America  is  grown  fo  irritable  by  Oppreffion, 
that  the  lead  Shock,  in  any  Part,  is  by  the  mod 
powerful  and  fympathetic  Affection,  inftantane- 
oufly  felt  through  the  whole  Continent.  That 
Penfyhania^  Maryland^  and  New-Tor  k9  have  al- 
ready flopped  their  Exports  to  the  Fulling  Iilands, 
and  thofe  Colonies,  which,  at  this  dangerous 
Juncture  have  refufed  to  unite  with  their  Brethren 
in  the  common  Caufe  •,  and  all  Supplies  to  the 
Navy  and  Army  at  Boftcn  •,  and  that  probably  the 
Day  is  at  Hand  whep  our  Continental  Congrefs 
will  totally  fhut  up  our  Ports.  The  Minions  of 
Power  here  may  now  inform  Adminiflration,  if 
they  can  ever  fpeak  the  Language  of  Truth, 
that   this  City   is  as   one  Man  in   the  Caufe  of 
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Liberty ;  that  to  this  End,  our  Inhabitants  are 
almoft  nnanimoufly  bound  by  the  enclofed  Aflb* 
ciation  ;  that  it  is  continually  advancing  to  Per- 
fection by  additional  Subfcriptions ;  that  they 
are  refolutely  bent  on  lupporting  their  Committee, 
and  the  intended  Provincial  and  Continental  Con- 
greffes  ;  that  there  is  not  the  lead  Doubt  of  the 
Efficacy  of  their  Example  in  the  other  Counties ; 
in  ihort,  that  while  the  whole  Continent  are  ar- 
dently wiiliing  for  Peace,  on  fuch  Terms  as  can  be 
acceded  to  by  EngliJImen,  they  are  indefatigable 
in  preparing  for  the  laft  Appeal :  That  fuch 
are  the  Language  and  Conduct  of  our  Fellow- 
Citizens,  will  be  further  manifefted  by  a  Repre- 
fentation  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Council, 
of  the  firft  Inftant,  to  General  Gage,  at  Bofton^ 
and  to  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  by  the  Packet. 
AfTure  yourfelves,  my  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 
that  we  fpeak  the  real  Sentiments  of  the  confede- 
rated Colonies  on  the  Continent,  from  Nova  Scotia 
to  Georgia^  when  we  declare,  that  all  the  Horrors 
of  a  Civil  War  will  never  compel  America  to  fub- 
mit  to  Taxation  by  Authority  of  Parliament, 

A  flncere  Regard  to  the  Public  Weal,  and  the 
Caufe  of  Humanity  ;  an  hearty  Delire  to  fpare 

the  further  Effufion  of  Human  Blood ;  our  Loyalty 
to  our  Prince,  and  the  Love  we  bear  to  all  our 
Fellow-Subjects  in  his  Majefty's  Realm  and 
Dominions  \  a  full  Conviction  of  the  warmcfl  At- 
tachment 
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tachment  in  the  Capital  of  the  Empire  to  the 
Caufe  of  Juftice  and  Liberty,  have  induced  us  to 
addrefs  you  on  this]  momentous  Subjed ;  confi- 
dent that  the  fame  cogent:  Motives  will  induce 
the  moll  vigorous  Exertions  of  the  City  of  London, 
to  reftore  Union,  mutual  Confidence  and  Peace 
fo  the  whole  Empire. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  mod:  Obedient  and 

Affectionate  Fellow-Subjects 
And  Humble  Servants, 


Ifaac  Roofevelt 
Gabriel  H .  Ludlow 
Wm.   Walton 
Daniel  Phoenix 
Fredk.  Jay 
Samuel  Broome 
John  de  Lancey 
Alexander  M'DGUgall 
John  Reade 
Jofeph  Bull 
George  J  anew  ay 
John  White 
Gab.  W.    Ludlow 
John  Lafher 
Theophilus  Anthony 
Thomas  Smith 
Richard  Yates 


Ifaac  Low,  Chairman. 
John  Jay 
Fran.  Lewis 
John  Alfop 
Phil.  Livingfton 
Ja.  Dnane 
G.  Duyckrorck 
Wm.  Seton 
William  W.  Ludlow 
Cornelius  Clopper 
Abrm.  BrinckerhcfT 
Henry  Remfen 
Robert  Ray 
Evert  Bancker 
Jofeph  Totten 
Abm.  P.  Lott 
David  Beckman 

Oliver 
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Win.  W.  Gilbert 
Daniel  Dunfcomb 
John  Lamb 
Richard  Sharpe 
J  no.  Moringfcott 
Jacob  Vanvoorhis 
Comfort  Sands 
Edward  Fleming 
Lsncafter  Burling 
Benjn.  Kifiam 
Jacobs.  Lefferts 
Antho.  Vandam 
Abraham  Walton 
Thomas  Randall 
Aug.  V.  Home 
Ab.  Duryee 
Saml.  Vernlanck 
Rudolphus  Ritzeman 
John  Morton 
Jofeph  Hallett 
Hamilton  Young 
Peter  Goelet 
Gerret  Kitettas 
Thomas  Buchanan ^ 
James  DefbrofTes,  jun, 
Petrus  Byvanck 
Lawrence  Embree. 


Oliver  Ttmpleton 
Jacobus  Van  Zandt 
Jeremiah  Piatt 
Peter  S.  Curtenius 
Robert  Benfon 
Abraham  Brafher 
Leonard  Lifpenard 
Thomas  Marftory 
Nicholas  Hoffman 
P.   V.  B.  Livingfton 
Lewis  Pintard 
Jno.   Imlay 
Eleazar  Millar,  Jun. 
Jno.  Broom 
Jno.  B.  Moore 
Nicholas  Bogert 
John   Anthony 
Victor  Bicker 
William  Goforth 
Hercules  Mulligan 
Nicholas  Roofevelt 
Corns.  P.  Low 
Frans.  Baflett 
James  Beekman 
Thomas  Ivers 
William  Denning 
John  Berrien 
Benja.  Helme 


To  the  Right  Honourable  the  LORD  MAYOR, 
The  ALDERMEN,  and  COMMON- 
COUNCIL, 
Of  the  City  of   LONDON. 
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New-York,  April  29,  1775, 

A  General  AfTociation,  agreed  to,  and  fub- 
fcribed  by  the  Freeholders,  Freemen,  and 
Inhabitants  of  the  City  and  County  of  New- 
York. 


p 


ERSUADED,  that  the  Salvation  of  the 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  America,  depends, 
under  God,  on  the  firm  Union  of  its  Inhabitants 
in  a  vigorous  Profecution  of  the  Meafures  necef- 
fary  for  its  Safety  ;  and  convinced  of  the  Neceftity 
of  preventing  the  Anarchy  and  Confufion,  which 
attend  a  Diflblution  of  the  Powers  of  Govern- 
ment, We,  the  Freemen,  Freeholders,  and  In- 
habitants of  the  City  and  County  of  New-York, 
being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  avowed  Defign  of 
the  Miniftry,  to  raife  a  Revenue  in  America ;  and 
fhocked  by  the  bloody  Scene,  now  adting  in  the 
Majfachufets  Bay,  DO,  in  the  mod  folemn  Man- 
ner refolve,  never  to  become  Slaves ;  and  do  af- 
fociate  under  all  the  Ties  of  Religion,  Honor, 
and  Love  to  our  Country,  to  adopt  and  endeavour 
to  carry  into  Execution,  whatever  Meafures  may 
be  recommended  by  the  Continental  Congrefs,  or 
refolved  upon  by    our  Provincial    Convention, 

for 
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for  the  Purpofe  of  prefcrving  our  Conftitution, 
and  oppofing  the  Execution  of  the  feveral  arbi- 
trary and  opprefiiveActs  of  the  Britijh  Parliament; 
until  a  Reconciliation  between  Great  Britain 
and  America,  on  conflitutional  Principles, 
(which  we  mofl  ardently  defire)  can  be  ob- 
tained :  And  that  we  will,  in  all  Things  follow 
the  Advice  of  our  General  Committee,  refpecting 
the  Purpofes  aforefaid,  the  Prefervation  of  Peace 
and  good  Order,  and  the  Safety  of  Individuals, 
and  private  Property. 

Dated  in  New-York,  April  and  May,  1775. 


WILKES, 
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WILKES,     Mayor. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Livery  of  London,  in  Com- 
mon Hall  afTemblecl,  on  Saturday,  the  24th 
of  June,  17 7 5. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor  reported, 
that  he  had  received  a  Letter  from  the  Risht 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  Lord  Cham- 
berlain to  his  Majefty,  and  that  his  Lordfhip 
had  returned  an  Anfwer  thereto  -,  both  of 
which  were  read. 

My  Lord, 

THE  King  has  directed  me  to  give  Notice* 
that  for  the  future,  his  Majefty  will  not  receive, 
on  the  Throne,  any  Addrefs,  Remonftrance,  and 
Petition,  but  from  the  Body  Corporate  of  the 
City. 

I,  therefore,  acquaint  your  Lordfhip  with  it, 
as  Chief  Magiftrate  of  the  City,  and  have  the  Ho- 
nor to  be, 

My  Lord, 
Your  Lordfhip's  mod  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

GrqfvenGr*J}reet , 
April  11,  1775. 

HERTFORD. 

The  Right  Hon.  John  Wilkes, 

Lord  Mayor  of  the  City  of  London* 

Man- 
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Manfion-houfe,   May  2,   1775* 
My  Lord, 

1 T  is  impoflible  for  me  to  exprefs,  or  conceal 
the  extreme  Aftonifhment  and  Grief  I  felt  at  the 
Notice  your  Lordfhip's  Letter  gave  me,  as  Chief 
Magiflrate  of  the  City,  u  That,  for  the  future, 
"  his  Majefty  will  not  receive  on  the  Throne,  any 
"  Addrefs,  Remonflrance,  and  Petition,  but  from 
"  the  Body  Corporate  of  the  City." 

I  entreat  your  Lordfhip  to  lay  me,  with  all 
Humility,  at  the  King's  Feet ;  and  as  I  have  now 
the  Honor  to  be  Chief  Magiflrate,  in  my  Name, 
to  fupplicate  his  Majefty's  Juftice  and  Goodnefs, 
in  Behalf  of  the  Livery  of  London,  that  he  would 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  revoke  an  Order,  highly- 
injurious  to  their  Rights  and  Privileges,  which, 
in  this  Inllance,  have  been  conftantly  refpected, 
and  carefully  preferved  by  all  his  Royal  Predecef- 
fors.  The  Livery  of  London,  my  Lord,  have  ap- 
proved themfelves  the  zealous  Friends  of  Liberty, 
and  the  Proteftant  Succefllon.  They  have  ftea- 
dily  purfued  only  thofe  Meafures,  which  were 
calculated  to  fecure  the  free  Conftitution  of  this 
Country,  and  this  your  Lordfhip  well  knows, 
has  created  them  the  Hatred  of  all  the  Partifans 
of  the  exiled  and  profcribed  Family.  They  form 
the  great  and  powerful  Body  of  the  Corporation, 

ia 
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in  whom  moft  important  Powers  are  vefted,  the 
Election  of  the  fir  ft  Magiftrate,   the  Sheriffs,  the 
Chamberlain,   the  Auditors  of  the  Receipt  and 
Expenditure  of  their  Revenues,   and  of  the  four 
Members  who  reprefent  in  Parliament  the  Capi- 
tal of  this  vaft  Empire.     The  full  Body  Corpo- 
rate never  aiTemble,  nor  could  they  legally  act  to- 
gether as  one  great  aggregate  Body  ;   for,   by  the 
Conftitution  of  the  City,   particular  and  diftinct 
Privileges  are  referved  to  the  various  Members  of 
the  Corporation,  to  the  Freemen,  to  the  Livery- 
men, to  the  Common  Council,  to  the  Court  of 
Aldermen.     His  Majefty's  Solicitor  General,  Mr. 
Wedderburn,  was   confulted   by  the  City  in  the 
Year  1771,  refpeclmg  the  Legality  of  Common 
Halls  and  the  Remonftrances  of   the  Livery,   in 
Conjunction  with  Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,   Mr.  Dun- 
ning,   and    Mr.    Nugent,   he   gave    an    Opinion, 
which  I  have  the  Honour  of  tranfcribing  from  our 
Records. 


We  apprehend,  that  the  Head  Officer  of 
every  Corporation  may  convene  the  Body,  or 
"  any  Clafs  of  it,  whenever  he  thinks  proper ; 
"  that  the  Lord  Mayor,  for  the  Time  being, 
"  may,  of  his  own  Authority,  legally  call  a  Com- 
"  mon  Hall,  and  we  fee  no  legal  Objection  to  his 
"  calling  the  two  laft  \  we  conceive  it  to  be  the 
Duty  of  the  proper  Officers  of  the  feveral  Com- 
panies, to  whom  Precepts,  for  the  Purpofe  of 

G  "  fummoning 
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u  fnmmoning  their  refpective  Liveries  have  been 
"  uiually  directed,  to  execute  thofe  Precepts; 
•*  and  that  a  wilful  Refufal  on  their  Part  is  an  Of- 
"  fence,  punifhable  by  Disfranchifement.,, 

The  City>  my  Lord,  have  been  careful,  that 
nil  their  Proceedings  mould  be  grounded  on  the 
true  Principles  of  Law  and  the  Conftitution. 
Notwithftanding  it  is  the  clear  Right  of  the  Sub- 
ject to  petition  the  King  for  the  Redrefs  of  Grie- 
vances i  a  Right,,  which  fo  many  Thoufands  of 
our  Fellow- fubje&s,  my  Lord,  have  juftly  thought 
it  their  Duty,  very  frequently  to  exercife  in  the 
lafl  ten  Years ;  yet  the  City,  from  Excefs  of 
Caution,  took  a  great  legal  Opinion  in  the  Cafe, 
and  I  find  the  following  Words  entered  in  their 
Journals,  by  the  exprels  Order  of  the  Common 
Hall. 

"  The  Livery  of  London,  legally  afTembled  in 
"  Common  Hall,  either  on  Midjummet,  Michael- 
"  mas,  or  any  other  Day,  have  an  undoubted 
"  Right  to  take  into  Consideration,  any  Matter 
of  public  Grievance  they  may  think  proper.  It 
is  beyond  Difpute,  that  the  Right  is  inherent  in 
"  them."  A  Jury  have  likewife  declared  this  in  a 
f  jlemn  Verdict.  I  have  been  thus  particular, 
my  Lord,  on  this  Subject,  from  our  Records, 
becaufe  I  differ  in  one  Point  from  the  lad  Opi- 
nion, which  I  quoted,  for  I  know  there  is  no 
Right  or  Privilege  of  this  free  People,  or  of  Man- 
kind, 
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kind,  but  what  has  been  difputed^  and  even  deni- 
ed, by  penfioned  Pens  and  Tongues  in  the  Service 
of  the  arbitrary  Minifters  of  arbitrary  Kings. 

Your  Lordfhip,  I  am  fure,  will  now  no  longer 
fuffer  a  Doubt  to  remain  in  your  Mind,  as  to  the 
Legality  of  Common  Halls,  or  of  their  extenfive 
Powers,  and,   therefore,  I  prefume  to  lay  Claim, 
on  Behalf  of    the  Livery    of  London,    to     the 
antient  Privilege  of  prefenting  to    the  King  on 
the  Throne,  any  Addrefs,   Petition,  or  Remon- 
strance.    In  this  Manner  have  the    AddrefTes  of 
the  Livery  conftantly  been  received,  both  by  his 
prefent  Majefty  and  all   his  Royal  PredecefTors, 
the  Kings   of  England.     On  the  mod  exact  Re- 
fearch,   I  do  not  find  a  fingle  Inftance  to  the  con- 
trary.    This  immemorial  Ufage,  in  the  Opinion 
of  the  ablefl  Lawyers,  gives  an  abfolute  Right, 
and  is  as  little  fubjedt  to  Controverfy,  as  any  fair 
or  juft  Prerogative  of  the  Crown.     Other  Rights 
and  Privileges  of  the  City  have  been  invaded  by 
defpoticMonarchs,by  feveral  of  the  accurfed  Race 
of  the  Stuarts;  but  this  in  no  Period  of  our  Jrlifto- 
ry.     It  has  not  even  been  brought  into  Queftion 
till  the  prefent  inaufpicious  iEra.  I  have  an  entire 
Confidence,  my  Lord,  that   a  Right  left  unin- 
vaded  by  every  Tyrant  of  the  (Tarquin  Race,  will 
be  .fac  redly  preferved   under  the  Government  of 
our  prefent  Sovereign,  becaufe  his  Majefty  is  per- 
fectly informed,  that  in  Confcquence.  of  their  Ex- 
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Expulfion,  his  Family  was  chofen  to  protect  and 
defend  the  Rights  of  a  free  People,  whom  they 
endeavoured  to  enftave. 

It  cannot  efcape  your  Lordmip's  Recollection, 
that  at  all  Times,  when  the  Privileges  of  the  Ca- 
pital were  attacked,  very  fatal  Confequences  en- 
iued.  The  Invafion  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Na- 
tion, we  have  generally  feen  preceded  by 
Attempts  on  the  Franchifes  of  the  firfh  City  in 
the  Kingdom-,  and  the  Shock  has  fpread  from 
the  Centre  to  the  moil  diftant  point  of  the  Cir- 
cumference of  this  wide  extended  Empire.  I 
hope  his  Majefty's  Goodnefs  will  revoke  an  Order, 
which  might  perhaps,  in  this  Light,  be  confidered 
as  ominous  to  the  Citizens  of  this  Metropolis, 
Such  a  Meafure  only  could  quiet  the  Alarm, 
which  has  already  fpread  too  far,  and  given 
gloomy  Apprehenlions  of  Futurity. 

The  Privilege,  my  Lord,  for  which  I  contend, 
is  of  a  very  great  Moment,  and  peculiarly  ftrik- 
ing.  When  his  Majefty  receives  on  the  Throne 
any  Addrefs,  it  is  read  by  the  proper  Officer  to 
the  King  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Petitioners. 
They  have  the  Satisfaction  of  knowing  that  their 
Sovereign  has  heard  their  Complaints.  They 
receive  an  Anfwer.  If  the  fame  Addrefs  is  pre- 
fented  at  a  Levee,  or  in  any  other  Mode,  no  An- 
fwer is  given.  A  Sufpicion  may  arife  that  the 
Addrefs  is  never  heard  or  read,  becaufe  it  is  only 

received, 
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received,  and  immediately  delivered  to  the  Lord 
in  waking.  If  he  is  tolerably  verfed  in  the  fup- 
ple,  infinuating  Arts,  pra&ifed  in  the  magic 
Circle  of  a  Court,  he  will  take  care  never  to 
remind  his  Prince  of  any  difagreeable  and  dil- 
guiting,  however  important  and  wholefome 
Truths.  He  will  flrangle  in  its  Birth  the  fair 
Offspring  of  Liberty,  becaufe  its  Cries  might 
awaken  and  alarm  the  Parent,  and  thus  the  com- 
mon Father  of  all  his  People  may  remain  equally 
ignorant  and  unhappy  in  his  moil  weighty  Con- 
cerns. 

Important  Truths,  my  Lord,  were  the  Foun- 
dation of  the  laft  humble  Addrefs,  Remonftrance 
and  Petition  to  the  King,  refpecting  our  brave 
Fellow  Subjects  in  America.  The  Greatnefs,  as 
well  as  Goodnefs  of  the  Caufe,  and  the  Horrors 
of  an  approaching  Civil  War,  jultified  our  Ap- 
plication to  the  Throne.  It  comprehended  every 
Thing  interefling  to  us  as  a  free  and  commercial 
People,  the  firft  Principles  of  our  common  Li- 
berty, and  the  immenfe  Advantages  of  the  only 
Trade  we  enjoy  unrivalled  by  other  Nations.  I 
greatly  fear  that  your  Lordfhip's  Letter,  immedi- 
diarely  following  his  Majefty's  unfavourable  An- 
fwer  to  the  Remonftrance,  will  be  confidered  as 
a  frefh  Mark  of  the  King's  Anger  againft  our  un- 
happy Brethren,  as  well  as  of  his  Difpleafure 
againft  all  the  faithful  Citizens  of  his  Capital. 
The   Livery,    pofTefTing  the  pureft   Intentions, 
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the  fnoft  noble  and  exalted  Views  for  the  public 
Good,  will  comfort  therrifelvcs  with  the  Appeal 
of  that  Juftice  in  the  Sovereign's  Heart,  which 
cannot  fail  of  foon  redoring  them  to  the  Royal 
Favour;  but  the  Americans  may  be  driven  to 
defpair,  unlefs  merciful  Providence  fhould  gra- 
cioufly  interpofe,and  change  the  obdurate  Hearts 
of  thofe  unjuft  and  wicked  Minifters,  who  have 
been  fo  long  permitted,  by  divineVengeance,  to  be 
a  Scourge  both  to  us  and  our  Brethren.  The 
true  Friends  of  Liberty,  I  am  fure,  will  not  be 
remifs  in  their  Duty.  I  doubt  not,  my  Lord, 
from  that  Love  of  your  Country,  and  Zeal  for 
his  Majefty's  Glory,  which  have  equally  diftin- 
gu iilied  your  Lordihip,  that  the  Livery  of  Lon- 
don, will  have  your  hearty  Concurrence  with 
them,  as  well  as  your  powerful  TntercerTion  with 
the  King,  for  the  Revocation  of  the  late  Order. 
Such  a  Conduct  will  fee u re  to  your  Lordihip 
the  Efteem  and  Affection  of  all  good  Men,  and 
add  to  the  unfeigned  Refpect,  with  which  I  have 
the  Honor  to  be 

My  I  ord, 
Your  Lordfhip's  moil  obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  WILKES. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Earl  of  Htrifcrd,  Lord 
Chamberlain  of  the  King's 
HoufeuoM. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  whoever  advifed  His  Mi- 
jefty,  to  declare  he  would  not  in  future  receive 
on  the  Throne,  any  Addrefs,  Remonftrance  and 
Petition  from  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Livery  of  Lt^dori,  are  Enemies  to  the  Right  of 
the  SubjecT  to  petition  the  Throne,  becaufe  fuch 
Advice  is  calculated  to  intercept  the  Complaints 
of  the  People  to  their  Sovereign,  to  prevent  a  Re- 
drefs  of  Grievances,  and  alienate  the  Minds  of 
Englifhmen  from  the  Hanoverian  Succeffion. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Com- 
mon Hall,  that  unlels  his  Majefty  hears  the  Pe- 
titions of  his  Subjects,  the  Right  of  petitioning 
is  nugatory. 

A  Motion  being  made  and  Queftion  put,  that 
an  humble  Addrefs,  Remonftrance  and  Petition 
be  prefented  to  His  Majefty  from  the  Lord  May- 
or, Aldermen  and  Livery  of  the  City  of  London^ 
in  Common  Hall  aflembled,  on  this  important 
Crifis  of  American  Affairs  \  the  fame  was  refolv- 
ed in  the  Affirmative. 

And  an  Addrefs,  Remonftrance  and  Petition 
being  produced,  a  Motion  was  made  that  the 
fame  be  read,  and  the  Queftion  being  put  by  Mr. 
Recorder,  it  was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative; 
whereupon  the  fame  was  read  as  follows. 

G4  t$ 
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To  the  King's  mo  ft  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs,  Remonftrance  and  Petition 
of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Livery  of 
the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Hall  affem- 
bled. 

Mqft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,   your  Majefty's  moft   faithful  Subjects, 
the  Lord  Mayor,   Aldermen  and  Livery,  of  the" 
City  of  London )   in   Common    Hall  aiTembled, 
are  compelled  again   to  difturb  your  Majefty's 
Repofe  with  oar  Complaints. 

We  have  already  exprefTed  to  your  Majefty  our 
Abhorrence  of  the  tyrannical  Meafures  purfued 
againft  our  Fellow  Subjects  in  America,  as  well 
as  of  the  Men  who  fecretly  advife,  and  of  the 
Minifters  who  execute  theie  Meafures.  We  de- 
fire  to  repeat  again,  that  the  Power  contended 
for  over  the  Colonies,  under  the  fpecious  Name 
of  Dignity,  is  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes,  Dcf- 
pctifm — That  the  Exercife  of  defpotic  Power,  in 
any  Part  of  the  Empire,  is  inconfiftent  with  the 
Character  and  Safety  of  this  Country. 

AvS  we  would  not  fuffer  any  Man,  or  Body  of 
Men,  to  eftablifh  arbitrary  Power  over  us,  We 
cannot  acquiefce  in  an  Attempt  to  force  it  upon 
any  Part  of  our  Fellow  Subjects :  We  are  per- 
fuaded,  that  by  the  iacratf,  unalterable  Rights  of 

human 
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human  Nature;  as  well  as  by  every  Principle  of 
the  Conftitution,  the  Americans  ought  to  enjoy 
Peace,  Liberty  and  Safety  ;  that  whatever  Power 
invades  thefe  Rights  ought  to  be  refitted;  we 
hold  fuch  Refiftance,  in  Vindication  of  their  con- 
ftitutional  Rights,  to  be  their  indifpenfible  Duty 
to  GOD,  (from  whom  thofe  Rights  are  derived  ;) 
to  themfelves,  who  cannot  be  fafe  and  happy 
without  them ;  to  their  Pofterity,  who  have  a 
Right  to  claim  this  Inheritance  at  their  Hands 
unviolated  and  unimpaired. 

We  have  already  remonftrated  to  your  Majefty, 
that  thefe  Meafures  were  big  with  all  the  Confe- 
quences,  which  could  alarm  a  free  and  commer- 
cial People;  a  deep,  and  perhaps,  fatal  Wound  to 
Commerce; — the  Ruin  of  Manufactures  ;  the 
Diminution  of  the  Revenue,  and  confequent  in- 
creafe  of  Taxes  ;  the  Alienation  of  the  Colonies  ; 
and  the  Blood  of  your  Majefty's  Subjects. 

Unhappily,  Sire,  the  worft  of  thefe  Appre- 

prehenfions  is  now  realized  in  all  its  Horror.  We 

have  fecn,  with  equal  Dread  and  Concern  a  Civil 

W^ar  commenced  in  America,  by  your  Majefty's 

Commander  in  Chief:  Will  your  Majefty  be  pleaf- 

ed  to  confider,    what  mufl   be  the  Situation   of 

your  People  here,   who  having  nothing  now  to 

expect  from  America,   but  Gazettes  of  Blood, 

and   mutual  Lifts  of  their   flaughtcred   Fellow 

Subjects  ? 

Every 
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Every  Moments  Profecution  of  this  fatal  War, 
may  loofcn  irreparably  the  Bonds  of  that  Connec- 
tion, on  which  the  Glory  and  Safety  of  theBritijh 
Empire  depend. 

If  any  Thing  could  add  to  the  Alarm  of  thefe 
Events,  it  is  your  Majefty's  having  declared  your 
Confidence  in  theWifdom  of  Men,  a  Majority  of 
whom  are  notoriously  bribed  to  betray  their  Con- 
ftituents  and  their  Country.  It  is  the  Misfortune 
of  your  Majefty,  it  is  the  Misfortune  and  Grief 
of  your  People,  to  have  a  Grand  Council  and  a 
Reprefentative,  under  an  undue  and  dangerous 
Influence-,  anlnfluence,  which  though  procured  by 
your  Minifters,  is  dangerous  to  your  Majefty,  by 
deceiving  you,  and  to  your  People,  by  betraying 
them. 

In  fuch  a  Situation,  your  Petitioners  are  bound 
to  declare  to  your  Majefty,  that  they  cannot  and 
will  not  fit  unconcerned;  that  they  will  exert 
themfelves,  at  every  Hazard,  to  bring  thofe  who 
have  advifed  thefe  ruinous  Meafures,  to  the  Juf- 
tice  of  this  Country,  and  of  the  much  injured 
Colonies. 

We  have  already  Signified  our  Perfuafion,  that 
thefe  Evils  originate  in  the  fecret  Advice  of  thofe, 
who  are  equally  Enemies  to  your  Majefty's  Title, 
and  to  theRights  of  your  People.  Your  Petitioners 
are  now  compelled  to  fay,   that  your  Throne  is 

fur- 


[    i°7    ] 

furrounded  by  Men,  avowedly  inimical  to  thofe 
Principles,  on  which  your  Majefly  pofleiTes  the 
Grown,  and  this  People  their  Liberties,  At  a 
Time  of  fuch  Difficulty  and  Danger,  public  Con- 
fidence is  efTential  to  your  Majefty's  Repofe,  and 
to  the  Prefervation  of  your  People :  Such  Confi- 
dence cannot  be  obtained  by  Minifters  and  Ad- 
vifers,  who  want  Wifdom,  and  hold  Principles 
incompatible  with  Freedom  ;  nor  can  any  Hope 
of  Relief  be  expected  from  a  Parliament,  chofen 
under  a  national  Delufion,  infidioufly  raifed,  by 
Mifreprefentations  touching  the  true  State  of 
America,  and  artfully  embraced  by  a  Precipi- 
tate Diflblution. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  again  pray  and  be- 
feech  yourMajefty,  to  difmifs  yourprefent  Mini- 
fters and  Advifers,  from  your  Perfon  and  Coun- 
fels  forever; — to  diftblve  a  Parliament,  who  by 
various  A dts  of  Cruelty  and  Injuftice,  have  mani- 
fefted  a  Spirit  of  Periecution  againft  our  Brethren 
in  America ,  and  given  their  Sanction  to  Popery 
and  arbitrary  Power  •,  to  put  your  future  Confi- 
dence in  Minifters,  whofe  known  and  unfhaken 
Attachment  to  the  Conftitution,  joined  to  their 
Wifdom  and  Integrity,  may  enable  your  Ma- 
jefty  to  fettle  this  alarming  Difpute,  upon 
the  lure,  honourable  and  lafting  Foundations  of 
general  Liberty, 

WILKES, 
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WILKES,     Mayor. 

In  a  Meeting  or  Afiembly  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Livery  of  the  feveral  Com- 
panies of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
mon Hall  affembled,  at  the  Guildhall  of 
the  faid  City,  on  Tuefday  the  Fourth  Day 
of  July,    1775- 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor,  ac- 
quainted the  Livery,  that  the  Sheriffs  waited 
on  his  Majefty  at  St.  James's  on  JVednefday 
laft,  and  that  Mr.  Sheriff  Plomer  addrelTed  his. 
Majefty  as  follows : 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

WE  are  ordered  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  Alder- 
men and  Livery  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
mon Hall  alTembled,  to  wait  upon  your  Majefty, 
humbly  to  know  your  Majefty's  Royal  Will  and 
Pleafure,  when  your  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to 
receive  upon  the  Throne,  their  humble  Addrefs, 
Remonftrance  and  Petition. 


To 
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To  which  his  Majejiy  anfwered,    ' 

YOU  will  pleafe  to  take  Notice,  that  I  will 
receive  their  Addrefs,  Remonftrance  and  Petition, 
on  Friday  next,  at  the  Levee. 

Mr.  Sheriff  Plomer  replied, 
Your  Majefty  will  permit  us  to  inform  you, 
that  the  Livery  in  Common  Hall  afTembled,  have 
refolved  not  to  prefent  their  Addrefs,  Remon- 
ftrance and  Petition,  unlefs  your  Majefty  ihall  be 
pleafed  to  receive  it  fitting  on  the  Throne. 

To  which  his  Majefty  anfwered9 
I    am   ever    ready    to  receive  AddrefTes  and 
Petitions — but  I  am  the  Judge  where. 

The  Lord  Mayor  then  declared,  that  in  Confe- 
quence  of  the  Order  of  the  Livery,  that  the  Ad- 
drefs, Remonftrance  and  Petition,  fhould  not  be 
prefented  to  the  King  but  fitting  on  his  Throne, 
the  Sheriffs  Report  to  him,  and  Lord  Hertford's 
Letter;  his  Lordfhip  had  not  attended  his  Majefty 
with  the  faid  Addrefs. 


Refolved,  that  the  King  is  bound  to  hear  the 
Petitions  of  his  People,  it  being  the  undoubted 
Right  of  the  Subject  to  be  heard,  and  not  a  Mat- 
ter of  Grace  and  Favour. 

Refolved,  that  his  Majefty *s  Anfwer  is  a  direct 
Denial  of  the  Right  of  this  Court  to  have  their 
Petitions  heard. 

Refolved, 
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Refolved,  that  fuch  Denial  renders  the  Right 
of  Petitioning  the  Throne,  recognized  and  eita- 
blifhed  by  the  Revolution,  of  no  Effect 

Refolved,  that  whoever  advifed  his  Majefty, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  refufe  hearing  the  hum- 
ble Addrefs,  Remonftrance  and  Petition  of  this 
Court  on  the  Throne,  is  equally  an  Enemy  to 
the  Happinefs  and  Security  of  the  King,  and  to, 
the  Peace  and  Liberties  of  the  People. 

Refolved,  that  the  following  Inftructions  be 
given  to  our  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament. 

Gentlemen, 

YOU  are  inftrufted  by  the  Livery  in  Com- 
mon Hall  affembled,  to  move  immediately, 
on  the  next  Meeting  of  Parliament,  for  an 
humble  Addrefs  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons to  his  Majefty,  requesting  to  know 
who  were  the  Advifers  of  thofe  fatal  Mea- 
fures  which  have  planted  Popery  and  arbi- 
trary Power  in  America,  have  plunged  us 
into  a  mofl  unnatural  Civil  War,  to  the  Sub- 
version of  the  fundamental  Principles  of  the 
Englifh  Liberty,  the  Ruin  of  our  mod  valuable 
Commerce,  and  the  Deftru&ion  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Subjects ; — to  know  who  were  the  Ad- 
vifers of  a  Meafure  fo   dangerous   to  his  Ma- 

jefty's 
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jefty's  Happinefs  and  the  Rights  of  his  Peo- 
ple, as  refufing  to  hear  the  Petitions  and 
Complaints  of  his  Subjects  :  You  are  further 
inftrudted,  Gentlemen,  to  move  for  an  Im- 
peachment of  the  Authors  and  Advifers  of 
thofe  Meafures,  that  by  bringing  them  to 
Public  Jujiice^  evil  Councellors  may  be  re- 
moved from  before  the  King  -,  his  Throne 
may  be  eilablifhed ;  the  Rights  of  his  Peo- 
ple be  vindicated ;  and  the  whole  Empire  re- 
ftored  to  the  Enjoyment  of  Peace,  Liberty  and 
Safety. 


WILKES, 
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WILKES,     Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on  Fri- 
day the  7th  of  July,  1775- 

A  Motion  was  made  and  Queftion  put,  that  an 
humble  Addrefs  and  Petition  be  prefented  to 
his  Majefty  from  this  Court,  praying  that  his 
Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  fufpend  Hoftilities 
againft  our  Fellow-Subjects  in  North  America , 
and  adopt  fuch  conciliatory  Meafures  as  may 
reftore  Union,  Confidence,  and  Peace  to  the 
whole  Empire,  the  fame  was  reiblved  in  the 
Affirmative;  which  Petition  was  read  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

To  the  King's  mofi  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs  and  Petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City 
of  London,  in  Common  Council  affembled. 

Meft 
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Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

YOUR  Majefty's  moft  loyal  and  dutiful  Sub. 
jects,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Council  af- 
fembled,  with  all  Humility  beg  Leave  to  lay 
themfelves  at  your  Royal  Feet,  humbly  imploring 
your  benign  Attention  towards  the  grievous  De- 
ftru&ion  of  their  Fellow- Subjects  in  America, 

The  Characteriftic  of  the  People,  Sire,  over 
whom  your  Reign  has  ever  been  equally  remarked 
for  an  unparalleled  Loyalty  to  their  Sovereign, 
whilft  the  Principles  of  the  Conftitution  has  been 
the  Rule  of  his  Government,  as  well  as  a  firm 
Opposition  whenever  their  Rights  have  been  in- 
y;ided. 

Your  American  Subjects,  Royal  Sire,  defcended 
from  the  faid  Anceftors  with  ourfelves,  appear 
equally  jealous  of  the  Prerogatives  of  Freemen, 
without  which  they  cannot  deem  themfelves 
happy. 

.  Their  chearful  and  unafked-for  Contributions, 
as  well  as  willing  Services  to  the  Mother  Coun- 
try, whilft  they  remained  free  from  the  Clog  of 
compulfory  Laws,  will,  we  are  fure,  plead  pow- 
erfully with  the  Plumanity  cf  your  Difpofition, 

\i  for 
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for  gracioufly  granting  them  every  reafonable  Op- 
portunity of  giving,  as  Freemen,  what  they  feem 
refolutely  determined  to  refufe  under  the  Injunc- 
tion of  Laws  made  independent  of  their  own 
Confent. 

The  Abhorrence  we  entertain  of  civil  Blood- 
ftied  and  Confufion,  will,  we  truft,  Sire,  if  not 
wholly  exculpate  us  in  your  Royal  Mind,  yet 
plead  powerfully  in  our  Favour  for  the  Warmth 
with  which  we  lament  thofe  Meafures,  whofe  de- 
ifrudtive  Principles  have  driven  our  American 
Brethren  to  Acts  of  Defperation. 

Convinced  of  the  earner!  Difpofition  of  the 
Colonics  to  remain  firm  in  all  duteous  Obedience 
to  the  conftitutional  Authority  of  this  Kingdom,- 
permit  us,  molt  gracious  Sovereign,  to  befeech 
you,  that  thofe  Operations  of  Force,  which  at 
prefent  diffract  them  with  the  moil  dreadful  Ap- 
prehenfioos,  may  be  fufpended,  and  that,  uncon- 
trouled  by  a  Reftraint  incompatible  with  a  free 
Government,  they  may  poffefs  an  Opportunity 
of  tendering  fuch  Terms  of  Accommodation  as 
we  doubt  not  will  approve  them  worthy  of  a  dif- 
tinguifhed  Rank  amongft  the  firmeft  Friends  of 
this  Country, 


His 
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flis  Majefifs  Anfwer,  delivered  the  i\th  Day  of 

I  am  always  ready  to  liften  to  the  dutiful  Peti- 
tions of  my  Subjects,  and  ever  happy  to  comply 
with  their  reafonabie  Requefts ;  but  while  the 
conftitutional  Authority  of  this  Kingdom  is 
openly  refilled  by  a  Part  of  my  American  Sub- 
jects, I  owe  it  to  the  reft  of  my  People,  of  whofe 
Zeal  and  Fidelity  I  have  had  fuch  conflant 
Proofs,  to  continue  and  enforce  thofe  Meafures, 
by  which  alone  their  Rights  and  Intereils  can  be 
aflerted  and  maintained. 


WILKES,     Mayor. 

In  a  Meeting  or  AfTembly  of  the  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Liverymen  of  the  feveral  Com- 
panies of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common 
Hall  aflembled,  at  the  Guildhall  of  the  faid 
City,  on  Friday \  the  29th  Day  of  Sept.  1JJ5. 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor  ac- 
quainted the  Livery  that  he  had  received  a 
Letter  from  the  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  di- 
rected to  his  Lordfhip  and  the  Livery  of  Lon- 
don, and,  if  it  was  their  Pleafure,  he  would 
read  it,  which  being  defired  by  the  Livery, 
his  Lordfhip  then  read  the  Letter,  which  fol- 
lows in  thefe  Words : 

H2  My 
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My  Lord, 

PERMIT  the  Delegates  of  the  People  of 
twelve  antient  Colonies  to  pay  your  Lordfhip, 
and  the  very  refpeclable  Body  of  which  you  are 
Head,  the  jufl  Tribute  of  Gratitude  and  Thanks, 
for  the  virtuous  and  unfolicited  Refentment  you 
have  fhewn  to  the  violated  Rights  of  a  free  Peo- 
ple. The  City  of  London,  My  Lord,  having,  in 
all  Ages,  approved  itfelf  the  Patron  of  Liberty, 
and  the  Support  of  juft  Government,  againfl 
lawlefs  Tyranny  and  Oppreffion,  cannot  fail  to 
make  us  deeply  fenfible  of  the  powerful  Aid  our 
Caufe  muft  receive  from  fuch  Advocates :  A 
Cauie,  My  Lord,  worthy  the  Support  of  the  firft 
City  in  the  World,  as  it  involves  the  Fate  of  a 
great  Continent,  and  threatens  to  make  the  Foun- 
dations of  a  flourishing,  and,  until  lately,  a  hap- 
py Empire. 

North  America,  My  Lord,  wimes  moft  ardently 
for  a  lading  Connection  with  Great  Britain,  on 
Terms  of  juft  and  equal  Liberty;  lefs  than  which 
generous  Minds  will  not  offer,  nor  brave  and  free 
ones  be  willing  to  receive. 

A   cruel  War   has,    at  length,    been  opened 

againft  us,  and,  whilft  we  prepare  to  defend  our- 

i elves,  like  the  Defendants  of  Britons,  we  ftill 

hope  that  the  Mediation  of  wife  and  good  Citi- 

»  zens 
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sens  will  at  length  prevail  over  Defpotifm,  and 
reftore  Harmony  and  Peace  on  permanent  Princi- 
ples, to  an  oppreffed  and  divided  Empire. 

.  We  have  the  Honor  to  be,  My  Lord,  with 
great  Efteem, 

Your  Lordfhip's 
Faithful  Friends  and  Fellow-Subjects. 
By  Order  of  the  Congrefs, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prefident. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Livery  of 
the  City  of  London* 


H  3  Mr. 
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Mr.  Deputy  Piper  acquainted  the  Livery,  that  at 
a  previous  Meeting  of  the  Livery,  at  the  Half 
Moon  Tavern,  in  Cheapfide,  on  Monday  Even- 
ing laft,  at  which  Meeting  he  was  Chairman, 
it  was  by  them  agreed,  that  an  Addrefs  to  the 
Electors  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  prefent  alarm- 
ing Crifis  of  public  Grievances,  be  recom- 
mended from  that  Meeting  to  the  Confidera- 
tion  of  the  next  Common  Hall :  And  an  Ad- 
drefs being  accordingly  produced,  a  Motion 
was  made,  and  Queflion  put^  that  the  faid  Ad- 
drefs be  now  read,  it  was  refolved  in  the  Affir- 
mative, and  the  faid  Addrefs  was  read  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

The  Addrefs  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,, 
and  Livery  of  London^  in  Common  Hall 
aflembled. 

"To  the  E  l  e  c  t  o  r  s  of  Great  Britain. 

Gentlemen, 
THE  Mifchiefs  which  have  already  arifen, 
and  the  greater  Calamities  which  are  threatened, 
from  the  unnatural  War  excited  in  America,  by 
the  arbitrary  and  inexorable  Spirit  of  his  Majefty's 
Miniiters  and  Advifers,  have  imprefTed  our  Minds 
with  Alarms  and  Apprehenfions,  which  occafions 

this  Addrefs  to  You. 

As 
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As  Electors,  we  are  more  particularly  called 
iipon  to  take  into  Consideration  thefe  dangerous 
Proceedings  againft  our  Fellow-Subjecls  in  Ame- 
rica, becaufe  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People 
are  unhappily  made  the  Inftruments  of  thefe  Mea- 
fures. 

It  is  impoffible  we  can  fee>  without  the  utmoft 
Alarm,  Preparations  making  for  the  Profecution 
of  an  expenfive  and  ruinous  War  with  our  owrt 
Colonies,  from  which  fo  much  of  our  Commerce, 
and  therefore  the  Sources  of  our  Wealth  are  de- 
rived. The  inevitable  Confequence  of  this  mull 
be  an  Increafe  of  Taxes,  already  too  heavy ; 
and  an  Addition  to  the  National  Debt,  which 
prefles  us  at  this  Time  with  intolerable  Weight. 
We  beg  you  to  consider,  what  muft  be  the  Situa- 
tion of  this  Kingdom,  under  an  Augmentation 
of  Taxes  and  a  Diminution  of  Commerce  ;  —  an 
Increafe  of  National  Debt,  and  an  equal  Decreafe 
of  National  Refources* 

Thefe  are  the  immediate  and  unavoidable  Con- 
fequences  of  this  War ;  —  the  probable  ones  are 
ft  ill  more  fatal.  If  our  natural  and  inveterate 
Enemies  mould  fall  upon  us,  when  we  are  ex- 
haufted  of  Men  and  Money,  when  our  moft  va- 
luable Commerce  is  ruined,  and  our  braveft  and 
veteran  Troops  facrifked,    what   is  it  that  can 
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fnield  us  from  immediate  Ruin  ?  If  we  involve 
ourfclves  then  in  this  obitinate  andexpenfive  Civil 
War,  we  mull  owe  our  Safety  to  the  Forbearance 
of  our  Enemies  : — Neither  do  we  think  it  impro- 
bable, from  the  defperate  Valour  with  which 
the  Americans  defend  their  deareft  Liberties,  that 
all  our  Efforts  will  be  unfuccefsful,  and  that  we 
mall  at  la  ft  be  obliged  to  fit  down,  under  a 
grievous  Addition  of  Debt  *,  the  Shame  of  defeat- 
ed Armaments ;  and  the  total  Lofs  of  our  ufeful 
and  affectionate  Colonies. 

The  Provifion  that  is  making  for  the  Introduc- 
tion of  Hanoverian  and  Hejftan  Troops,  inftead  of 
removing,  confirms  our  Apprehensions,  becaufe 
we  cannot  have  any  Confidence  in  the  Protection 
of  foreign  Mercenaries ;  and  feel  at  once  the 
Shame  and  Folly  of  that  Policy,  which  is  to  bur- 
then us  with  Taxes  for  the  Payment  of  foreign 
Protectors,  while  our  own  brave  Troops  are 
flaughtered  in  an  unnatural,  unneceflary,  in- 
glorious Conteft. 

For  the  certain  Expences  of  this  War,  we  fee 
no  Reparation,  even  in  Conqucft;  defolated  Fields 
and  depopulated  Provinces,  are  little  likely  to 
contribute  to  our  Neceffities,  either  by  Revenue 
or  Commerce.  No  Complaint  from  the  Mer- 
chants and  Manufacturers  in  Great-Britain,  of  il- 
licit 
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licit  Trade,  and  Acts  of  Navigation  infringed, 
has  called  for  thefe  coercive  Meafures ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  have  repeatedly  petitioned  againft 
the  Principles  upon  which  the  War  is  founded  : 
To  fecure  our  Commerce,  therefore,  can  neither 
be  the  Aim,  nor  IfTue  of  this  War  ;  neither  can 
it  be  to  fettle  a  due  Subordination  of  the  Colonies 
upon  the  prefent  State,  fince  they  have  repeated- 
ly and  folemnly  acknowledged  their  Subordina- 
tion, and  fubmitted  to  our  Controul. 

We  sannot,  therefore,  difcover  any  real  Object 
or  poflible  Event  of  this  Difpute,  (mould  we  be 
fuccefsful)  but  that  of  eftablifhing  the  arbitrary 
Power  of  the  Crown  over  our  Fellow-Subjects  in 
America,  which  muft  greatly  endanger  the  Confti- 
tution  here,  and  encreafing  the  Number  of  Place- 
men and  Pensioners  already  fo  enormous,  as  to 
threaten  the  utter  Deftruction  of  Freedom  and 
Independence  among  us. 

The  People  of  the  Colonies  have  appealed  to 
their  Fellow-Subjects  in  Great-Britain,  for  the 
TuiVice  and  Neceffity  of  their  Conduct  •,  We  are 
convinced  of  their  having  been  injured  and  op- 
preflfed  •,  We  fympathize  in  their  Griefs,  and  re- 
vere their  Fortitude ;  Every  Motive  of  Huma- 
nitv,  of  Juftice,  and  of  Intereft,  calls  upon  us 
to  condemn  the  Meafures  of  which  they  com- 
plain 5 


plain  ;  and  to  declare,  that  we  will  never  willingly 
contribute  to  urge  their  Gppreilions  or  abridge 
their  Liberties. 

It  has  been  our  Grief  and  our  Misfortune  to 
fee,  that  the  repeated  Petitions,  from  his  Majes- 
ty's Subjects  in  Anterica^  fupported  by  many  irt 
this  Country,  have  not  availed  to  prevent  the 
dreadful  Extremities  we  now  lament.  The  Pe- 
titioners have  been  ftudioufly  driven  to  the  lafl: 
Refources  of  Defpair,  by  a  Denial  of  Redrefs^ 
and  an  Accumulation  of  Grievances,  too  fevere  to 
be  endured  by  a  free  People. 

In  the  united  Petition  lafl  Year,  from  all  the 
Colonies  to  the  King,  they  afked  for  Peace,  Li- 
berty, and  Safety.  Did  it  become  us  to  refufe 
fuch  a  Requeft,  or  to  perfift  in  violating 
the  Peace,  Liberty,  and  Safety  of  any  Part 
of  our  Fellow- Subjects  ?  They  pledge  themfelves, 
u  that  in  Time  of  War,  they  will  be  ready  and 
"  willing  to  demonftrate  their  Loyalty  to  his 
**  Majefty,  by  exerting  their  moft  ftrenuous  Ef- 
"  forts,  in  granting  Supplies  and  raifing  Forces." 
What  can  we  in  J  u  ft  ice  require  more  from  a  Part 
of  the  Empire,  reflrained  in  Point  of  commer- 
cial Advantages  for  our  Benefit ;  and  labouring 
in  confequence  of  that  Reftraint,  under  a  heavy 

and 
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&nd  accumulating  Debt  ?  Can  we#£Xpeclf  Succefe 
from  a  War  founded  in  fuch  flagrant  Injuitice  ? 
Appealing,  fay  they,  "  to  that  Being,  who 
ie  fearches  thoroughly  the  Hearts  of  his  Crea- 
tures, we  folemnly  profefs  that  our  Councils 
have  been  influenced  by  no  other  Motive,  than 
a  Dread  of  impending  Deftruction." 


That  Dread  has  been  realized  ;  Famine,  Fire, 
and  Sword  have  anfwered  their  reafonable  Re- 
quefts  and  earned  Supplications ;  utter  Deftruc- 
tion  or  unconditional  Submifiion,  is  the  only  Al- 
ternative left  them  by  this  imperious  and  intempe- 
rate Adminiftration. 

Yet  ftill  they  were  determined  to  try  the  Force 
of  frefh.  Supplications ;  this  they  have  done  in 
their  late  Petition  to  the  Throne,  more  humble, 
but  ftill  fruitlefs  as  the  former.  They  fay, 
"  Knowing  to  what  violent  Refentments  and  in- 
"  curable  Animofkies,  civil  Difcords  are  apt  to 
"  exafperate  and  inflame  the  contending  Parties, 
u  we  think  ourfelves  required  by  indifpenfible 
'*  Obligations  to  Almighty  GOD,  to  your  Ma- 
st  jefty,  to  our  Fellow- Subj eels  and  ourfelves, 
u.  immediately  toufe  all  the  Means  in  our  Power, 
u  not  incompatible  with  our  Safety,  for  flopping 
"  the  further  Effufion  of  Blood,  and  for  averting 

"  the 
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#c  the  impending  Calamities   which  threaten   the 
"  Bntijh  Empire." 

We  feel  tliefe,  as  the  mail  amiable  Sentiments 
of  Men,  cordially  interefted  in  our  Welfare  ;  and 
earneftly  aiming  at  Peace  and  Reconciliation. 

In  purfuit  of  thefe  laudable  Purpofes,  they  fo- 
lemnly  declare  their  moll  ardentDefire,  that  M  the 
former  Harmony  between  the  two  Countries 
may  be  reftored,  and  a  Concord  may  be  eftab- 
lifhed  between  them,  upon  fo  firm  a  Bafis,  as 
to  perpetuate  its  BlefTmg,  uninterrupted  by 
f€  any  future  DifTentions,  to  fucceeding  Generati- 
cc  ons  in  both  Countries  \*  they  declare,  that 
tc  they  do  not  requefl  fuch  a  Reconciliation  as 
"  might  in  any  Manner  be  inconfiftent  with  the 
"  Dignity  and  Welfare  of  Great  Britain f*  that 
"  they  are  ready  and  willing  at  all  Times,  as  they 
"  have  ever  been,  with  their  Lives  and  Fortunes, 
"  to  affert  and  maintain  the  Rights  and  Interefts 
"  of  his  Majefty,  and  of  their  Mother  Country;" 
they  therefore  implore  his  Majefty  "  to  take  Mea- 
fures  for  preventing  the  further  Deftrudtion  of 
"  the  Lives  of  his  Subjects,  and  that  he  will  be 
pleafed  to  diredt  feme  Mode  by  which  the 
united  Applications  of  his  faithful  Colonifts 
"  to  the  Throne,  in  purfuance  of  their  Common 

44  Councils, 
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cc  Councils,  may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and 
"  permanent  Reconciliation  •,  and  that  the  wifhed- 
"  for  Opportunity  may  foon  be  reftored  to  them, 
"  of  evincing  the  Sincerity  of  their  Profeflions, 
<c  by  every  Teftimony  of  Devotion  becoming  the 
u  moil  dutiful  Subjects  and  the  molt  a£Fcc"tionate 
"  Colonifts." 

To  this  Petition  an  Anfwer  has  been  refufed  : 
The  unhappy  Petitioners  are  left  to  deplore  the 
Proipec"t  of  an  inexorable  War  and  Defolation, 
and  to  feek  Protection  in  thofe  fatal  Reiburces 
which  Self-prefervation  fuggefts  againft  impending 
Deftruttion. 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  the  alarming  State  of 
America,  which  fills  us  with  Anxiety  and  Appre- 
henlions. 

We  lament  the  Blood  that  has  been  already 
fhed.  We  deplore  the  Fate  of  thofe  brave  Men, 
who  are  devoted  to  hazard  their  Lives,  not 
againft  the  Enemies  of  the  Britijh  Name,  but 
againft  the  Friends  of  the  Profperity  and  Glory  of 
Great-Britain.  We  feel  for  the  Honor  of  the 
Britijh  Arms  fullied, — not  by  the  Mifbehaviour 
of  thofe  who  bore  them,  but  by  the  Mifconduct 
of  the  Minifters,  who    employed  them,    to  the 

Oppref- 
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Opprefllon  of  their  Fellow- Subjects  :  We  are 
alarmed  at  the  immediate,  infupportable  Expence, 
and  the  probable  Confequences  of  a  War,  which 
we  are  convinced  originates  in  Violence  and  Inr 
j  uft ice,  and  mult  end  in  Ruin, 

Thefe  are  the  Sentiments,  Gentlemen,  which 
we  take  the  Liberty  of  communicating  to  you, 
as  the  Reafons  upon  which  we  have  acted ;  truft- 
ing  that,  if  they  meet  with  your  Approbation, 
you  will  co-operate  with  us,  in  endeavouring  to 
bring  the  Authors  of  thefe  Evils,  to  the  Juftice 
of  their  Country, 


SAW- 
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SAWBRIDGE,     Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Thurfday,  the  14th  Day  of  March,  ijj6. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Court 
tie  given  to  the  Reverend  Richard  Price,  Doctor 
in  Divinity,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  for 
having  laid  down  in  his  late  Publication  of 
u  Obiervations  on  the  Nature  of  Civil  Liberty, 
&c."  thofe  fure  Principles  upon  which  alone  the  fu- 
preme  legi dative  Authority  of  Great  Britain 
over  her  Colonies,  can  be  juftly  or  beneficially 
maintained,  and  for  holding  forth  thofe  public 
Objects,  without  which  it  mufl  be  totally  indif- 
ferent to  the  Kingdom  who  are  IN,  or  who  are 
OUT  of  Power. 

A  Motion  being  made,  and  Queftion  put,  That 
the  Freedom  of  this  City  be  prefented  in  a  Gold 
Box,  of  the  Value  of  Fifty  Pounds,  to  the  Re- 
verend Dr.  Richard  Price ,  as  a  grateful  Teftimony 
of  the  Approbation  of  this  Court,  for  his  late 
Pamphlet,  intituled,  "  Obfervations  on  the  Na- 
■<c  ture  of  Civil  Liberty,  the  Principles  of  Go- 
'*  vernment,  and  the  Juftice  and  Policy  of  the 

"  War 
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"  War  with  America"  and  that  the  Chamberlain 
do  attend  him  with  the  fame ;  the  fame  was  re- 
folved  in  the  Affirmative,  and  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Court  do  prefent  to 
his  Majefty  an  humble  and  dutiful  Addrefs  and 
Petition,  that  the  mod  folemn,  clear,  diftindt, 
and  unambiguous  Specification  of  the  juft  and 
honourable  Terms  which  his  Majefty,  with  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  means  to  grant  to  the  Co- 
lonies, may  precede  the  dreadful  Operations  of 
his  Armament;  which  Addrefs  and  Petition  was 
read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

To  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs  and  Petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City 
of  London,  in  Common  Council  affembled, 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
mons of  the  City  of  London  ^  in  Common  Council 
aflembled,  beg  Leave  to  approach  your  Throne, 
and  to  intreat  your  Majefty's  Royal  Attention, 
whilft,  with  the  Humility  of  dutiful  Subjects, 
we  lay  before  your  Majefty,  what  at  prefent  moil 
immediately  affects  us  in  the  Spirit  and  Tendency 
of  the  public  Meafures  now  depending,  and  the 

Anxiety 
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Anxiety  we  feel  at  the  naked  and  expofed  State 
in  which  this  Country  will  be  left,  by  draining  it 
of  the  National  Troops,  as  well  as  at  the  Danger 
and  Difgrace  attending  the  late  Treaties  for  fo- 
reign Mercenaries,  whofe  Latitude  is  fuch  as  to 
provide  the  Means  of  introducing  a  foreign  Army 
into  this  Realm. 

We  cannot,  Sir,  without  Horror,  look  forward 
to  that  Difmemberment  of  the  Empire,  that  In- 
creafe  of  the  National  Debt,  and  of  burthenfome 
Taxes,  the  Lofs  of  our  molt  valuable  Refourccs, 
thofe  DiftreiTes  of  our  Merchants  and  Manufac- 
turers, thofe  Deficiencies  of  the  Revenue,  that 
ErTufion  of  the  Blood  of  our  Countrymen  and 
Brethren,  that  Failure  of  Public  Credit,  and 
thofe  dreadful  Calamities  and  Convulfions,  which 
muft  follow  a  Civil  War,  fo  begun  and  purfued, 
whofe  Extent  no  Wifdom  can  forefee. 

We  humbly  conceive  that  no  People  can  be 
bound  to  furrender  their  Rights  and  Liberties,  as 
a  Return  for  Protection  •,  the  Colonies  have  fought 
our  Battles  with  us ;  and  in  the  laft  War  they  fo 
far  exceeded  their  Abilities,  that  this  Nation 
thought  it  juft  and  neceffary  to  make  them  an 
annual  Compenfation  :  And  even  now,  driven  to 
open  Hoftilities  in  their  own  Defence,  they  are 
willing  (their  Charters  being  inviolably  fecured), 
to  continue  to  us  all  thofe  Advantages  of  regular 
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and  exclufive  Commerce,  to  which  we  have  long 
owed  our  Opulence  and  Profperity  ;  and  we  have 
every  Affurance  which  Men  in  their  Situation  can 
fafely  give,  that,  if  afked  as  Freemen,  they  are 
willing  to  go  farther,  and  to  afford  to  the  ex- 
haufted  State  of  the  Revenue  of  this  Country, 
fuch  reafonable  and  voluntary  Aid  as  their  Abili- 
ties permit,  provided  that  their  Contributions  are 
unalienably  applied  to  relieve  that  Diftrefs,  which 
is  the  only  fair  and  politic  Foundation  of  requir- 
ing them  ;  and  that  neither  their  Aids,  nor  our 
own  finking  Funds,  fhall  be  any  longer  perverted 
from  a  public  Benefit,  and  mifapplied  to  the  Pur- 
pofe  of  Corruption,  inflead  of  redeeming  the 
Debts  of  the  Nation,  according  to  its  firft  wife 
and  juft  Institution. 

Indulge  but,  moil  gracious  Sovereign,  the  Huma- 
nity and  Benignity  of  your  own  Royal  Difpofition, 
and  our  Prayers  will  be  granted  :  We  implore 
the  Extenfion  of  your  Majefty's  Juftice  and  Mer- 
cy toward  that  Continent,  which,  when  Arbiter 
of  the  Terms  of  Peace,  it  was  your  Majefty's 
own  Determination  to  prefer  to  every  other  Com- 
penfation,  for  all  the  Expences  of  the  laft  War. 

We  humbly  and  earneflly  befeech  your  Ma- 
jefty,  that  the  mod  folemn,  clear,  diftincl,  and 
unambiguous  Specification  of  thofe  juft  and  ho- 
nourable Terms  which  your  MaJefty,  with  both 

Hou  fes 
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Houfes  of  Parliament,  mean  to  grant  to  the  Co- 
lonies, may  precede  the  dreadful  Operations  of 
your  Armament :  every  Colour  and  Sufpicion  of 
Injuftice  and  Oppreffion  will  then  be  removed 
from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Mother  Country,  and 
if  thole  juft  and  honourable  Terms  are  not  fub- 
mitted  to,  your  Majefty  will  undoubtedly  be  en- 
abled to  meet,  what  will  then  be  Rebellion,  with 
the  zealous  Hearts  and  Hands  of  a  determined, 
loyal,  and  united  People. 

His  Majefty *s  Anfwer,    delivered  the  nd  Day  of 

..  March,   1776. 

I  deplore  with  the  deeped  Concern  the  Mi- 
feries  which  a  great  Part  of  my  Subjects  in  North 
America,  have  brought  upon  themfelves,  by  an 
unjuftifiable  Refiftance  to  the  Conftitutional  Au- 
thority of  this  Kingdom  ;  and  I  fhall  be  ready 
and  happy  to  alleviate  thofe  Miferies  by  Ads  of 
Mercy  and  Clemency,  whenever  that  Authority 
is  eflablifhed,  and  the  now  exifting  Rebellion  is 
at  an  End.  To  obtain  thefe  falutary  Purpoles,  I 
will  invariably  purfue  the  moft  proper  and  effec- 
tual Means. 


I  2  SAW- 
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SAWBRIDGE,      Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Monday ,  the  zqtb  Day  of  April,  ijj6. 

A  Motion  being  made,  and  Queftion  put,That  an 
humbleAddrefs  of  Congratulation,  be  prefented 
to  his  Majefty  by  this  Court,  on  the  fafe  De- 
livery of  the  Queen,  and  the  Birth  of  another 
Princefs,  the  fame  was  refolved  in  the  Affir- 
mative,  and  ordered  accordingly  -y  which  Ad- 
drefs  was  read  and  agreed  to,    as  follo.ws  : 


To  the  King's  mo  ft  Excellent  Majefiy. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London, 
in  Common  Council  afTembled. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

YOUR    Majefcy's  loyal  Subjects,  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City  of 
London,    in   Common  Council   aflcmbled,     ap- 
proach 


[     *33     ] 

proach  your  Majefty  with  their  Congratulations 
on  the  happy  Delivery  of  their  moft  amiable 
Queen,  and  the  Birth  of  another  Princefs  ;  and  to 
allure  your  Majefty,  that  there  are  not  in  all  your 
Dominions  any  Subjects  more  faithful,  or  more 
ready  to  maintain  the  true  Honor  and  Dignity  of 
your  Grown.  They  will  continue  to  rejoice  at 
every  Event  which  adds  to  your  Majefty's  do- 
mestic Felicity  :  And  they  hope)  that  every 
Branch  of  the  Auguft  Houfe  of  Brunfwick^  will 
add  further  Security  to  thofe  facred  Laws  and 
Liberties,  which  their  Anceftors  would  not  furTer 
to  be  violated  with  Impunity,  and  which  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  glorious  andnecefTary  Revolution, 
that  illuftrious  Houfe  was  called  forth  to  protect 
and  defend* 

His  Majefty' s  Anfwer,  delivered  the   %d  Day  of 

May,   1776. 

I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  Addrefs  on  the 
happy  Delivery  of  the  Queen,  and  the  Birth  of 
another  Princefs* 

The  Security  of  the  Laws  and  Liberties  of  my 
People  has  always  been  and  ever  (hall  be  the  Ob- 
ject of  my  Care  and  Attention. 


I  3  Further 
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Further  Proceedings  of  the  29th  Day  of  April, 

1776. 

THE  Town-Clerk  acquainted  this  Court, 
that  according  to  the  Order  of  the  lad  Court,  he 
had  waited  with  their  Vote  of  Thanks,  on  the 
Reverend  Richard  Price,  Doctor  in  Divinity, 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  to  which  he  had 
received  the  following  Anfwer. 

SIR, 

I  requefl  the  Favour  of  you  to  convey 
to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Council 
aflembled,  my  warmelt  Acknowledgments,  for 
the  very  condefcend'ng  Refolution  of  Thanks 
with  which  they  have  honoured  my  Obfervations 
of  Civil  Liberty.  Thefe  Obfervations  were  writ- 
ten with  no  other  Intention  than  to  plead  the 
Caufe  of  Liberty  and  Juilice,  and  to  remind  this 
Country  of  the  dreadful  Danger  of  its  prefent  Si- 
tuation. The  Teftimony  of  Approbation  which 
they  have  received  from  a  Body  io  refpe&able, 
annually  elected  by  the  fir  it  City  in  the  World, 
and  fo  diftinguifned  for  giving  an  Example  of 
Zeal   in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty,    will,  it  may  be 

hoped, 
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hoped,  lead  the  Public  to  fix  their  Views  more 
on  fuch  Meafures,  as  fhall  fave  a  finking  Confti- 
tution,  and  preferve  us  from  impending  Cala- 
mities. 

I  am, 

Sir, 
With  great  Refpedt, 
Your  mod  Obedient  and 

i 

Nenviftgton-  Green, 

March  23,  1776.  Humble  Servant, 

RICHARD     PRICE. 


To  William  Rixy  Efquire,   Town-Clerk  of 
the  City  of  London. 


S  A  W« 
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SAWBRIDGE,     Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holdcn  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Tuefday,  the  23d  Day  of  Ju ly,  iyy6. 

This  Day,  Mr,  Chamberlain  laid  before  this 
Court,  a  Letter  he  had  received  from  the  Rev. 
Doctor  Price,  which  was  read  in  thefe 
Words. 


Nezvington  Green,  July  n,  1776. 


SIR, 


I  am  very  happy  in  the  Opportunity 
given  roe,  by  receiving  from  your  Hands  the 
Freedom  of  the  City  of  London,  to  repeat  my 
Thanks  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  Aldermen,  and 
Common  Council  for  the  great  Honor  they  have 
done  me  ;  it  is  impoflible  I  mould  not  be  deeply 
impreffed  by  Teftimonies  of  their  Approbation 
fo  condefcending  and  generous.     May  the"Gi£v  of 

London 
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London  always  fiourifh,  and  may  the  Kingdom  be 
delivered  from  the  dreadful  Danger  with  which 
it  is  threatened  by  the  prefent  Civil  War. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  great  Refpecl, 

Your  moft  Obedient  and 

Humble  Servant, 

RICHARD    PRICE. 


To  Benjamin  Hopkins,   Efquire,  Chamber-' 
Jain  of  the  City  of  London. 


HA  L. 
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H  A  L  L  I  F  A  X,     Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Friday \  the  14th  Day  of  February,  1777. 

A  Motion  was  made  and  Queftion  put,  That 
this  Court  doth  agree  to  petition  the  Honour- 
able Houfe  of  Commons,  againft  the  Bill  now 
depending  in  that  Honourable  Houfe,  intituled, 
*'  A  Bill  to  empower  his  Majefty  to  fecure  and 
"  detain  Perfons  charged  with,  or  fufpected  of 
"  the  Crime  of  High  Treafon,  committed  in 
H  North  America,  or  on  the  High  Seas,  or  the 
"  Crime  of  Piracy ;"  the  fame  was  unanimoufly 
refolved  in  the  Affirmative  -9  which  Petition  is 
as  follows  : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 

in  Parliament  ajfembled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London, 
in  Common  Council  affembled. 

Shewetb, 
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Sheiveth) 


THAT  your  Petitioners  have  feen  a  Bill 
depending  m  this  Honourable  Houfe,  ?*  To  em- 
power his  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  Perfons 
charged  with,  or  fufpected  of  the  Crime  of 
High  Treafon  committed  in  North  America, 
or  on  the  High  Seas,  or  the  Crime  of  Piracy." 


cc 

6C 


That  if  the  faid  Bill  mould  pafs  into  a  Law, 
your  Petitioners  are  apprehenfive  it  will  create  Un- 
eafinefs  in  the  Minds  of  many  of  his  Majefty Y 
good  Subjects,  and  tend  to  excite  the  moft  alarm- 
ing Difturbances,  all  Perfons  indifcriminately  be- 
ing liable  upon  the  Ground  of  Sufpicion  alone, 
without  any  Oath  made,  and  without  convening 
tKe  Parties,  or  hearing  what  they  can  alledge  in 
their  own  Juftification,  to  be  committed  to  a  re- 
mote Prifon  in  any  Corner  of  the  Realm,  there  to 
remain  without  Bail  or  Mainprize. 

That  the  Habeas  Corpus,  which  is  the  great  Se* 
curity  of  the  Liberties  of  the  People*  will  be  fuf- 
pended. 

That  your  Petitioners  are  deeply  affected  with 
what  they  conceive  will  be  the  dangerous  Confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  Law,  as  from  little  Motives  of 
Refentment,  and  various  other  Inducements, 
there  may  be  Perfons  competent  to  commit,  who 

may 
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may  be  tempted  to  exercife  that  Power  in  its  ut- 
molt  Latitude  and  Extent. 

That  Meafures  lo  violent  and  unconstitutional, 
fo  fubverfive  of  the  facred  and  fundamental 
Rights  of  the  People,  fu ejecting  them  to  the  mod 
cruel  Oppreffion  and  Bondage,  will  in  the  Judg- 
ment of  your  Petitioners,  be  introductive  of  every 
Species  of  Mifchief  and  Confufion,  and  thereby 
precipitate  the  impending  Ruin  of  this  Country. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  earneftly  befeech 
this  Honourable  Houfe>  that  the  faid  Bill 
may  not  pafs  into  a  Law,  or  at  leaft  to 
take  fuch  Care,  as  in  their  Wifdom  may 
feem  meet,  to  prevent  it  from  being  ex- 
tended in  its  Operation  or  Conftruction  to 
any  of  his  Majefty's  Subjects  refident  in 
thefe  Kingdoms. 

And  your  Petitioners*  as  in  Duty  bound, 
mall  ever  pray,  &e. 


HALLIFAX, 
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HALLIFAX,    Mayor. 

A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on 
Tuefday,  the  4th  Day  of  November,  1777. 

A  Motion  being  made,  and  Queftion  put,  That 
an  humble  Addrefs  of  Congratulation,  be  pre- 
fcnted  to  his  Majefly,  by  this  Court,  on  the 
iafe  Delivery  of  the  Queen,  and  the  Birth  of 
another  Princefs,  the  fame  was  reiblved  in  the 
Affirmative  ;  which  Addrefs  was  read  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

To  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Majefly. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London^ 
in  Common  Council  affembled. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE^yourMajefly's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Sub- 
jects, the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common  Council  affem 
bled,  humbly  beg  Leave  to  exprefs  our  unfeigned 

J°y 
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Joy  upon  the  happy  Delivery  of  our  moil  gracious 
Queen,  and  the  Birth  of  another  Princefs  ;  an 
Event  which  we  confider  as  an  additional  Strength 
to  the  prefent  happy  Eftablifhment,  in  your  Ma- 
jefty's  illuftrious  Family ;  and  as  a  further  Secu- 
rity for  the  Enjoyment  of  our  excellent  Conftitu- 
tion  in  Church  and  State. 

Long  may  your  Majefty  reign  the  true  Guar- 
dian of  the  Liberties  of  this  free  Country,  and  be 
the  Inftrument  in  the  Hands  of  Providence,  of 
tranfmitting  to  our  Poflerity,  thofe  invaluable 
Rights  and  Privileges,  which  are  the  Birthright 
of  the  Subjects  of  this  Kingdom. 

His  Majefifs  Anfwer,  delivered  the  jtb  Day  of 

November,    1777. 

I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  Addrefs,  and  your 
loyal  Congratulations  on  the  happy  Delivery  of 
the  Queen,  and  the  Birth  of  another  Princefs. 

It  is  my  invariable  Object  to  preferve  and  trans- 
mit entire,  the  Conftitutional  Liberties  of  my 
People,  which  I  fhall  ever  confider  as  forming 
the  Balis  of  my  Government. 


ESDAILE, 
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E  S  D  A  I  L  E,    Mayor. 


A  Common  Council  holden  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  Guildhall  of  the  City  of  London,  on  IVed- 
nefday,  the  4th  Day  of  March,  1778. 

A  Motion  being  made,  and  Queflion  put,  That 
an  humble  Addrefs  and  Petition  be  prefented 
to  his  Majefty,  praying  that  fuch  conciliatory 
Meafures  may  be  adopted  between  Great-Britain 
and  America,  as  may  put  a  fpeedy  End  to  the 
deftrucliive  War  in  which  we  are  now  engaged ; 
the  fame  was  unanimoufly  refolved  in  the  Affir- 
mative; which  Addrefs  and  Petition  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows  : 


To 
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*?o  the  Kings  mofi  Excellent  Majefiy. 

The  humble  Addrefs  and  Petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the 
City    of   London,     in    Common     Council 

affembled. 

Mofi  Gracious  Sovereign, 
WE,  your  Majeity's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal 
Subjects,    the    Lord    Mayor,    Aldermen,    and 
Commons  of  the  City   of  London,    in   Common 
Council  allembled,    attached  to   your  Majefty's 
Royal  Houfe  by  Principle,   to   your   Peribn   by 
the    trueft    Affection,    and   to    the  Honor  and 
Profperity  of  your  Government  by  every  Intereft 
which  can  be  dear  to   the  Heart   of  Man,    in 
this  prefent  deplorable  State  of  the  Affairs  of  this 
once  great  and  fLourifhing    Country,    with  moft 
profound  Humility  implore  Leave  to   lay   our- 
felves  at  your  Majefty's  Feet,  to  reprefent  to  your 
Majefiy  the  Sentiments  and  Wiflies  of  a  faithful 
and  afilictcd  People. 

When 
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When  this  Civil  War  was  firffc  threatened,  your 
loyal  City  of  London,  in  Concurrence  with  the 
Senfe  of  many  other  refpectable  public  Bodies  of 
your  Kingdom,  and  many  of  the  wiieft  and  belt 
of  your  Subjects  did,  moft  humbly  deprecate  this 
Evil,  foreboding,  but  too  truly  the  Charges,  Ca- 
lamities, and  Difgraces,  of  which  it  has  been 
hitherto  productive,  and  the  greater  to  which  it 
is  ftiil  likely  to  fubject  this  Kingdom. 

Your  faithful  People,  on  that  Occafion,  had 
the  Misfortune  to  receive  from  your  Majefty,  an 
Anfwer  more  -fuitable  to  the  imperfect:  Manner 
in  which  (they  fear)  they  exprefTed  Sentiments 
full  of  Duty,  than  to  your  Majefty's  own  mcft 
gracious  Difpofition,  their  inviolable  Reverence 
to  their  Sovereign,  and  their  unfhaken  Zeal  for 
his  true  Glory ;  they  retired  in  a  mournful  and 
refpectful  Silence,  patiently  awaiting  the  Difpo- 
fition of  Providence,  and  the  Return  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's Favour  and  Countenance,  whenever  Expe- 
rience mould  fully  difclofe  in  its  true  Light,  the 
well-founded  Nature  of  their  Apprehenflons,  and 
the  fatal  Tendency  of  thofe  Couniels,  by  which 
the  Nation  has  been  milled. 

For  mifled,  and  deceived,  your  Majefty  ancl 
many  of  your  Subjects  have  been.  No  Pains 
have  been  omitted  to  hide  from  both,  the  true 
Nature  of  the  Bufinefs,  in  which  we  are  engaged  ; 

K  no 
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no  Arts  have  been   left   untried  to  ftimulate  the 
FafTions  of  your  Subjects  in  this  Kingdom  j  and, 
we  are  confident,  that  infinitely  more   Skill  and 
Attention  have  been  ufed  to  engage  us   in  this 
War,    than  have  been  employed  to  conduct  it  to 
Honor  or  Advantage ;    if  Honor  or  Advantage 
could  be  obtained  by  any  Conducl  in  fuch  a  War. 
We  have  been  induflrioufly  taught  to  iufpect  the 
ProfefTions,   and  to  defpife  the  Remittance  of  ouf 
Brethren  (Enghjhmen  like   ourfelves)  whom    we 
had  no  fort  of  Reafon   to  think  deficient  in  the 
Sincerity   and   Courage  which  have  ever  diftin- 
guifhed  that  Name  and  Race;  their  Inclinations 
have  been  mifreprefented  ;  their  natural  Faculties 
depreciated  ;  their  Refources  mifcalculated  \  their 
Feelings  infulted;   until   Fury  and  Defpair  fup- 
plying  whatever  might  be  defective  in  Force.  We 
have  feen  a  whole  Army,  the  Flower  of  the  train- 
ed Military  Strength  of  Great  Britain,   and   her 
Allies,  famifhing  in  the  Wildernefs  of  America, 
laying  down  their  Arms,  and  owing  their  imme- 
diate Refcue  from  Death,to  thole  very  Men,  whom 
the  Murders  and  Rapines  of  the   Savages   (un- 
happily employed)  had  forced  from  Hufbandmen 
into  Soldiers,  and  who  had  been  painted  in  fuch 
Colours  of  Contempt,  as  to  take  away  all  Confo- 
lation  from  our  Calamity. 

Wre  have  feen   another  Army,    equally  brave, 
and  equally  well  commanded,  for  two  Years  in  an 

almoft 
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almoft  continued  Courfe  of  Victory,    by  which 
they  have  only  wafted  their  own  Numbers,  with- 
out decreafing  the  Strength  of  the  refilling  Power ; 
without  leading    to    any  fort   of  Submiffion,  or 
bringing  to  your  Majeily's  Obedience,  even  the 
fmalleft  and  weakeft  of  Thirteen  revoked  Provin- 
ces.     The  Union    of  thofe  Provinces  amongit 
themfelves,  and  their  Animofity  to  your  Majeily's 
Adminiftration,  have  only  been  encreafed  by  the 
injudicious  Methods  taken  to  break  the  one,  and 
to  fubdue  the  other:  Fleets  and  Armies  are  main- 
tained in  Numbers   almoft  equal,   and  at  an  Ex- 
pence     comparatively  far  fuperior   to    whatever 
has  been  employed  in  the  moft  glorious  and  fuc- 
cefsful  Struggles  of  this  Country,  againft  a  Com- 
bination of    the    moil    antient    and    formidable 
Monarchies  of  Europe.       A  few    inconiiderable 
detached  I  (lands,  and  one  defer  ted  Town  on  the 
Continent,  where  your  Majeily's  combined  Army- 
has  a  perilous  and  infecure  Footing,  are  the  only 
Fruits  of  an  Expence  exceeding  Twenty  Millions  ; 
of  Ninety-three  Ships  of  War;  Sixty  Thoufand\ 
of  the  bed  Soldiers   which  could   be  procured, 
either  at  Home  or  Abroad,  and  appointed  for  that 
fpecial  Service.     Your  Majeily's  Forces,  both  by 
Sea  and  Land,  have  (we  are  told)  done  all  that 
could  be  expected   from  the  moft   accomplished 
Diicipline,    and   the  moft  determined   Courage, 
and  yet,  the  total  Defeat  of  fome  of  thefe  Forces, 
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and  the  ineffe&ual  Victories  of  others,  have  al- 
morl  equally  confpired  to  the  Deftruction  of  your 
Power,  and  the  Difmemberment  of  your  Empire. 
We  mould  be  unpardonably  negligent  of  our 
Duty  to  your  Majefty,  to  ourfelves,  and  to  our 
Country,  if  we  did  not  thus  folemnly  exprefs 
our  Feelings  upon  this  dreadful  and  decifive 
Proof,  of  the  Madnefs  with  which  this  Attempt 
was  originally  made ;  and  which  faithfully  fol- 
lowing it  through  every  Step  of  its  Progrefs,  and 
every  Meafure  for  its  Execution,  has  compleated, 
by  uniform  Mifcondudt,  the  Mifchiefs  which 
were  commenced  in  total  Ignorance.  We  are 
convinced,  that  not  the  Delufions  of  artful  and 
defigning  Men,  (which,  like  every  Thing  falfe, 
cannot  be  permanent;  but  the  general  Senfe  of 
the  whole  American  People,  is  fet  and  determin- 
ed againft  the  Plans  of  Coercion,  civil  and  mi- 
litary, which  have  been  hitherto  employed  againfl: 
'ihem  ;  an  whole  united  and  irritated  People  cannot 
be  conquered  ;  if  the  Force  now  employed  can- 
not do  it,  no  Force  within  our  Abilities  will 
do  it. 

The  Wealth  of  this  Nation  is  great  5  and  our 
Difpofition  would  be  to  pour  it  out  with  the  moil 
unreferved  and  chearful  Liberality,  for  the  Sup- 
port of  the  Honor  and  Dignity  of  your  Crown. 
But  domeftic  Peace  and  domeftic  (Economy  are 
the  only  Means  of  fupplying  Expence  for  War 

abroad 
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abroad.  In  this  Conteft,  our  Refources  are  ex- 
hauited,  whilil  thofe  of  our  Rivals  are  fpared ; 
and  we  are,  every  Year  of  the  continuance  of 
this  War,  altering  the  Balance  of  our  public 
Strength  and  Riches  in  their  Favour. 

We  think  ourfelves  bound,  mofl  dread  Sove- 
reign, to  exprefs  our  Fears  and  Apprehenfions  to 
your  Majefty,  that  at  a  Time  when  your  Ma- 
jefty's  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  has 
hinted,  and  your  vaft  Naval  Preparations,  in  a 
Style  much  more  explicit,  announce  to  us  and 
the  World,  the  critical  State  in  which  we  fland; 
v/ith  regard  to  the  great  neighbouring  Powers, 
we  have  not  the  Comfort  to  learn,  from  that 
Speech,  from  any  AfTurance  of  your  Majefty  *s 
Servants,  or  even  from  common  Fame,  that  any 
Alliance  whatever  has  been  made  with  the  other 
great  States  of  Europe,  in  order  to  cover  us  from 
the  complicated  Perils  fo  manifeftly  imminent 
over  this  Nation  ;  we  have  as  little  Reafon  to 
be  certain  that  Alliances  of  the  molt  dangerous 
Kind  are  not  formed  againfl  us. 

In  this  State  of  anxious  Doubt  and  Danger, 
we  have  Recourfe  to  the  Clemency  and  Wifdom 
of  your  JVIaiefty,  the  tender  Parent  and  vigilant 
Guardian  of  your  People ;  that  you  will  graci- 
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on  fly  take  fuch  Meafures  as  may  reftore  internal 
Peace,  and  (as  far  as  the  miferable  Circumftances 
into  which    the    late   deftruclive   Courfes    have 
brought  us,  will  permit)  re-unite  the  Britijh  Na- 
tion in  ibme  happy,    honourable,  and  permanent 
Conjunction ;  left  the  Colonies,   exafperated  by 
Rigours  of  continued  War,    mould   become  to- 
tally alienated   from  their  Parent  Country ;  left 
every  remaining  Spark  of  their  Affection  mould 
be  extinguifhed  in  Habits  of  mutual  Slaughter 
and  Rapine;  and  left,  in  fome  evil  Hour,  they 
who  have  hitherto  been  the  great  Support  of  the 
Britijh  Strength,  fhould  become  the  moft  formi- 
dable and  lafting  Accefiion  to  the  conftant  Ene- 
mies of  the  Power  and  Profperity  of  your  King- 
doms. 

We  humbly  hope  and  truft,  that  your  Majefty 
will  give  all  due  Efficacy  to  the  Concefiions  (we 
wifti  thofe  Conceftions  may  not  have  come  too 
late)  which  have  been  propofed  in  Parliament : 
And  w7e  have  that  undoubted  Reliance  on  the 
Magnanimity  of  your  Majefty's  enlarged  and 
Kingly  Affections,  that  we  are  under  no  Appre- 
heniions  of  your  Majefty's  being  biafted  by  pri- 
vate Partiality  to  any  Set  of  Men,  in  a  Cafe 
where  the  Good,  where  the  very  Being  of  your 
People  is  at  Stake :  And,  with  an  humble  Con- 
fidence, we  implore  and  fupplica:e  ycur  Majefty, 

that 
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that  nothing  may  ftand  in  the  Way  of  thofe  Ar- 
rangements, in  your  Councils  and  executive  Offi- 
ces, which  may  bell  forward  the  great,  necefiary, 
and  bleffed  Work  of  Peace,  which  may  tend  to 
refcue  your  Affairs  from  unwife  and  improvident 
Management,  and  which  may  obtain,  improve, 
and  fecure  the  returning  Confidence  of  all  your 
People  :  In  fuch  Meafures  and  fuch  Arrange- 
ments, for  fuch  an  End,  your  Citizens  of  Lon- 
don will  never  fail  to  give  your  Majefty  their  mod 
affectionate  and  ileady  Support. 

His  MajeJly'sAnfwer^  delivered  the  iith  of  March, 

i778. 

I  can  never  think,  that  the  Zeal  of  my  Sub- 
jects, the  Refources  of  my  Kingdoms,  and  the 
Bravery  of  my  Fleets  and  Armies,  can  have  been 
unwifely  and  impro^idently  exerted,  when  the 
Object  was  to  maintain  the  conftitutional  Sub- 
ordination, which  ought  to  prevail  through  the 
feveral  Parts  of  my  Dominions,  and  is  efTential 
to  the  Profperity  of  the  Whole :  But  I  have  al- 
ways lamented  the  Calamities  infeparable  from  a 
State  of  War  •,  and  fhall  moft  earned ly  give  all 
the  Efficacy  in  my  Power  to  thofe  Meafures  which 
the  Legiflature  has  adopted,  for  the  Purpofc  of 
reftoring,  by  fome  happy,  honourable,  and  per- 
manent Conciliation,  the  BlefTmgs  of  Peace, 
Commerce,  Affection  and  Confidence,  between 
tke  Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies. 
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